
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



iCS:?e>si?.i.s? 




Harfaarti Callege Eibrarg 



THE Girr OF 

SAMUEL ABBOTT &EEEN, M,D. 
OF BOSTON 



Digitized by 



Google 



TTTTo 



&ENATEUJURNAL. 



j0ilrRiil 0f il)f })r0r(fMitg^ 



OF TtfK 



SSS&tl 

bF THE 

a fiN ERA La s s emblx 

OF xkE 



State if ^0rik, - 



^ 



AT AK 



ADJOURNED SiSSIOtK, 

Bagvte ud Hei J i(t ti<e Capitol, in tho City of TallaibaMee« on 
Xrfn^y, VoTomber SSthi 1859. 



^ A li li A H A S 8 £ £ : 

i^BUJTSD AT THE "FLORIDA SENTINEL*^ OFFICE; 

Br Hart k Barsfoot, 

16 5 9. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



5«^ 



7-tTTef 



HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARir 

V -J .oJ2 

/ 



^^^/ 



tj 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



JOURNAL 

Of the Senate of the General Assembly/ of Florida, hegun and kel^ 
at tJie Capitol, in the City of Tallahassee, in the State of Florida^ 
on Monday, the 2Qth day of November, 1859, being an adjourned 
session of the Ninth General Assembly, held by virtue of a Joint 
Resolution of the two Houses, 



MONDAY, November 28th, 1859. 

The Senate met in pursuance of said Joint Resolution of adjourn- 
ment. 

The roll being called the following named members appeared an<i 
tiopk their seats, viz : 

Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes, Eubanks^ 
Fisher, Jones, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen and Walker. 

The President having taken the chair addressed the Senate intho 
words following : 

Fkllow-Senators : — Allow me most heartily to congratulate you 
on your general good health and safe return to the Capital again — 
an acknowledgment due a most Merciful Providence. AIsq to in- 
form you that by a joint resolution of the first session of this General 
Assembly, the same was adjourned on the 15th January last, tp meet 
again on to-day. Senators, I shall hape to see tHe business qf ^his 
adjourned session conducted ip a proper spirit of conciliatiQi^ an^ 
harmony, and that a due sense pif order and decorum pervade all our 
deliberations. Such, rest assured, will be exceedingly pleasant to 
your presiding officer at least, saying him, a^ it will, the unpleasant 
duty of enforcing order if it becomes nece^ary, which I sincerely 
hope will in no instance be required. 

With these few brief remarl^ I will nqisf^ inform the Senate that 
motions are in order. 

On motion of Mr. Fisher, the Door-keeper was instructed to fiir 
nish stationery for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Baker moved that a committee of three be appoin^;ed to meet 
a similar committee on the part of the House, and that said commit- 
tee Wait upon the Governor and inform him that the Senate and 
House of Kepresentatives of the 9th Session of the Legislature of the 
State of Florida have re-assembled according to adjournment, and 
are ready to proceed to business ; 

Which motion was adopted, and Messrs. Ba-ker, Lamar ^nd Fisher^ 
were appointed such com^ifin^ittec. 
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On motion of Mr. Eppes, the rules of the Senate at its last S^fision 
'^ere adopted and continued. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning IX 
pVlock. 



TUESDAY, November 29th, 1859, 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

Rev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion ot Mr. Baker, the reading of yesterday's Journal was 
dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Eppcs, the Door-keeper and Messenger were 
instructed to obtain copies of the Journal ^nd Acts of the last Ses- 
sion, and to furnish each Senator with the same. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce the following bills at 
some future day : 

By Mr. Hawes : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Palatka and Orange 
Railroad Company. 

By Mr. McQueen : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, of 
Jiafayette county ; and also, 

A bill to be entitled an Act authorizing Geo,, W. Martin to estab- 
lish a Ferry across the Suwannee River at Fayetteville. 

By Mr. Baldwin : 

A bill to be entitled an Act ta incorporate the Jacksonville and 
St. Augustine Railroad Company. 

By Mr. Eppes : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act concerning dower. 

Mr. Lamar moved that the Senate proceed to the election of an 
Assistant Secretary. 

Mr. McElvy nominated Jacob Gibson, of Gadsden. 

Mr. Lamar nominated Mr. A. L. Woodward, of Leon. 

Mr. Welch nominated Mr. Robert Bruce, of Leon. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Gibson — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Eppee, Eubanks^ 
Fisher, Hawes, Jones, McElvy and McQueen — 9. 

For Woodward — Mr. Lamar— 1. 

For Bruce — Messrs. Dawkins, Walker and Welch — 3, 

IJlank— Mr. Baker— 1. 
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Mr. Gibson was declared duly elected Assistant Secretary. 

The Assistant Secretary was duly sworn in by T. J. Eppes, Esq., 
Notary Public. 

A committee from the House consisting of Messrs. Davidson, 
Church and Erwin, appeared and informed the Senate that the 
House was organized and ready to proceed to business. 

A committee appointed to wait upon his Excellenty the Governor, 
and inform him of the organization of the Senate, reported that they 
had performed that duty, and were discharged. 

Mr. Lamar moved that the rules be waived, to allow him to in- 
troduce a bill without previous notice ; 

Which motion was lost. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce the following bills at 
some future day : 

By Mr. Lamar : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit free per- 
sons of African descent to select their own masters and become 
slave, approved January 15, 1859. 

By Mr. McElvy : 

A bill to define the times of Probate Courts in this State ; 

A bill to amend the tax laws of this State ; and 

A bill to amend the law allowing appeals from the Board of Coun- 
ty Commissioners in this State. 

The following Message from the House of Representatives was re- 
ceived and read : 

House of Representatives, ) 
Nov. 28, 1859. J 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

*S^tV : — The House of Representatives have passed the 'following 
bills: 

Senate bill to be entitled an Act to extend the time of collecting 
taxes in this State ; 

House bill to be entitled an Act to establish a ferry across the 
Bay at Atseena Otie ; 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to establish common schools, and to repeal certain acts in relation 
thereto, approved January 1st, 1853; and 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend the laws now in force 
in this State relative to ejectment suits. 
Very Respectfully, 

Your Obd't Serv't, 

R. R HILTON, 
Clerk House Representatives. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, and read : 
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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE, 



Executive Chambeb, i 

Ifovember 28th, 1859. J 

^enUemen of the Senate and House of Representatives ;. 

You are assembled at the Capitol by virtue of your reso- 
lution of adjournment in January last, and I meet you now 
with the same interest as when it was plainly my duty to 
do so, at the commencement of the term fixed and pre- 
scribed by the Constitution, hoping that the continuation of 
your labors may result in much good to the State. 

Circumstances have transpired since the adjournment of 
the Legislature, and n^easures have suggested themselves to 
my mind not embraced in my annual message, to which I 
invite your attention, in obedience to that clause in the Con- 
stitution which makes it the duty of the Executive to give 
to the General Assembly information of the state of the 
Government and recommend to their consideration sucl]^^ 
measures as he may deem expedient. 

OFFICIAL REPORTS. 

I^invite your attention to the official reports of the Comp- 
troller and Treasurer as to the financial condition of th^ 
State. 

By reference to the report of the Comptroller, it ^ill b^ 
seen that the receipts from the various sources for the fiscal 
year 1859 are $106,022 35, and that the amount of warrants 
issued during same period is $104,879 12. The finances of 
the State will require at your hands a rigid scrutiny into all 
the appropriations by the Legislature. The increased expen- 
ditures of the government are disproportioned to the in- 
crease of population, and the alternative of retrenchment or 
increased taxation is presented. The current expense for 
<?riminal prosecutions is largely on the increase, as well ag . 
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that of jurors and witnesses, and should be reduced, if con- 
sistent with a proper enforcement of the laws and adminis- 
tration of justice. 

STATE LOAN. 

• ■ 

By virtue of the authority vested In me by "An act to 
provide for the j)ayment of the debts of the State," and the 
amendment thereto, I negotiated a loan for tlie State in 
the cities of Charleston and Savannah, through the agency 
bf Col. John W. Pearson, of two hundred and forty-one 
thousand three hundred dollars, the greater part of which 
has been disbursed in payment df claims for services ren- 
dered in suppressing Indian hostilities during the years 1855 
and 1856. The report in detail of the Disbursing Agent 
will be submitted to you in a few days, with a special 
recommendation that provision be made to insure the pay- 
ment of the loan at maturity. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

The prdgress of the several lines bf railroad that h^ve 
accepted the provisions of the " Act to jprovi(Je for and en- 
bourage a liberal system of Internal Improvements in this 
State " has been onward. 'No State, perhaps, in the Union 
has accomplished more (under the circumstances) lii so short 
a time. Four years ago, the St. Marks road, twenty miles 
in length and worked by horse power, was the only road in 
the State. We now have about 350 miles of road graded 
and about 230 miles of iron rail laid, upon which the cars 
are runniiig daily, and the iron purchased to complete the 
balance of the roads graded. The Florida Railroad is 154, 
the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Central 60, the Pensacola 
and Georgia, from Tallahassee to Lake City, 105 and the St. 
Marks 21 miles in length, respectively. The St. Marks road 
has been completed for some time and pays a handsome 
dividend. The iron rails have been laid on about 130 miles 
of the Florida, ^0 miles of the Florida Atlantic and Galf 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Central and 30 miles of the Pensacola and Georgia KaiIroa<fffy 
respectively. The Florida and the Florida Atlantic and Gulf 
Central roads, it is expected, will be completed at an early 
date, and the Pensacola and Georgia road to Lake City by the 
1st of July or August, 1&60. The Pensacola and Alabama 
Eailroad, 45 miles in length, is graded to the line dividing 
Florida and Alabama, upon which about 20 miles of iron 
rail has been laid and the iron purchased for the balance of 
the road. That portion of the work which lies in Alabama 
is being vigorously prosecuted and will be completed at an 
early date. 

The Pensacola and Alabama Railroad Company have not 
accepted the provisions of the Internal Improvement law 
and are not required to report to the Trustees the gross re- 
ceipts from the traffic of the road, an4 we have no data 
from that source upon which to base an estimate as to its 
earnings. When this road and other important roads now 
under course of construction, which will act as feeders to it, 
shall have been completed, the Company may reasonably 
expect a business which will insure its success. 

A quickening impulse is manifest in every branch of busi- 
ness m the districts penetrated by the several lines of road. 
Large' tracts of fertile latid, hitherto overlooked for want of 
proper facilities of transportation, &c., are now attracting 
the attention of citizens from older and less favored States. 
Saw-mills and turpentine plantations are dotting the lines 
of road in sections heretofore inaccessible and furnish em- 
ployment to a large number of industrious citizens, and give 
value to that class of lands which have been regarded imtil 
of late as valueless. Thriving villages have sprung up as 
by magic and will increase in importance in proportion to 
the settlement of the adjacent country of which they are 
the commercial centres. These evidences of prosperity but 
imperfectly foreshadow, however, the great importance of 
the system and the benefits which must result from its com- 
pletion. The want of proper means of travel and transpor- 
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tation lias heretofore proved a serious draw-back in the !?»jt' 
tlement of the State, but the lines of road have been in 
general so judiciously located as to almost entirely remove 
these objections. When the Internal Improvement system 
shall have been completed, and the fact become generally 
known that Florida possesses a genial, healthful climate, 
with large bodies of fertile land well adapted to the growth 
of corn, long staple and upland cotton, sugar, rice, Spanish 
tobacco and tropical fruits, together with an almost inex- 
haustible supply of valuable timbered lands, and to be had 
at cheaper l^ates than can lands of equal fertillt)^ in any of 
the cotton growing States, a state of prosperity will be real- 
ized beyond the expectation of its most sanguine friendS; 

In my first message to the General Assembly, I deelned 
it my plain unmistakable duty to rej)ort to them ^vhsit I 
deemed an infringement and violation of the Internal Im- - 
provement law, in many respects, by one of the companies 
accepting its provisions. The General Assembly adjourned 
without any definite action, leaving me to act in accordance 
with my own views of duty. The course that w^ould be pur- 
sued by me in such event was clearly foreshadowed in my 
annual message, and I accordingly withheld my signature 
from the bonds of the delinquent Company, when applied 
for by it, atid guaranteed by a majority vote of the Board of 
Trustees, my reasons for doing which were at the time 
assigned in the following address to the Trustees, and which 
I deem it my duty to place before you : 

Gentlemen of the Board of Internal Improvement: 

Having determined that it is my duty to withhold my 
signature from the bonds of the Florida Eailroad, which a 
majority of the Board has decided should be signed by the 
Trustees, I deem it respectful to yon to state my reasons for 
my refusal to coincide in your action, and resort to a writ- 
ten statement of my reasons, to avoid any misconception 
of my official conduct, such as has been entertained by 
fiome not members of the Board, upon a misunderstanding 
2 
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of tljo iiicts connected V/Itli tlie oflicial trunsactions uf thift 
l)o(]y. 

Jr. inny, Ly some of your body, and by numy of the citi- 
zens of the Stale, i)C th()i:i>-hi' that I sliould <;-ive to the bonds 
my signature, seeing that high legal authorities have de- 
termined tiiat a. majority of your body lias the power to 
decide when the bonds of the Railroad Companies should 
be signed, as ])rovided bylaw, and that theTrustees, havin^j: 
determined that tiie Florithi Kailroad Company is entitled 
to the guaranty of the Tru^tees on the bonds by^ that Com- 
pany lately presented for such guaranty, that I, like any 
other member of the Board, atn bound to acquiesce in such 
dcterminatio!!, although I may remain of the opinion that 
the public interest will suiier by my compliance, and that 
such Itailroad Com.panyis not legally or equitably entitled 
to receive the guaranty. Could I assent to such a view of 
the duties imposed on me by the Constitution and laws, it 
woiiid relieve me of an unpleasant duty, and serve, u6 
doubt, to harmonize conflicting interests and opinions that 
at ])rescnt are greatly disturbed, and obtain for myself a 
peace and quiet I may greatly desire, and would much 
enjoy, did I think it ])roperly acquired. But, deeming my 
duty to be other than than what those for whose opinions 1 
have great respect have considered it to be, I cannot ac- 
quiesce in the views taken of it, or adopt the course indi- 
cated or expected, however I may be made the sufferer by 
my refusal, or what may be the injury to persons who it is 
said will be affected by such refusal. I may and shg,ll re- 
gret that any one should lose by my official acts, but such 
consequences cannot be permitted to sway my judgment 
in matters confided to my decision, any more than should 
the hardship of a legal decision turn a Judge from pro- 
nouncing a judgment which he believes it his duty to rendor. 

*In jny annual message to the General Assembly I took 
occasion to call their attention to what I believed were im- 
proper and illegal acts on the part of the Florida Railroad 
Company, which, in my opinion, required legislative ac- 
tion to redress. This I did, acting under that clause of the 
constitution which requires the Executive " from time to 
time to give to the General Assembly information of the 
state of the Government, and recommend to their conside- 
ration such measures as he may deem expedient." The 
"General Assembly appointed a joint committee, of both 
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Houses to invetstigiilc the nuitler so l)iv)iii;lit hv ir.c t;; their 
attention. The eoinniittee took evi(,!(MicH', iiiui njade sun- 
dry reports, neither of which was bii^^iied by :i nuijoritv. 
As a part, however, of tL:it re])(.'rt t^iixnL'(l ]>y the larireer. 
number, a lesolution M'as ])re.senled, which was intended 
to express the judgment of these ^,-!L;ni^l:: the icport, vrhicli 
was as follows : 

^^ liesoVccd hy the S:naUi tnul JlaitRe of 1^< })i'c;<iid<ttiL\:>i 
of the State (f Florida^ hi Gcrwrnl A^.si !,i!>hj ('(,iu\'U< d^ 
That the Trustees of the Internal lm])rovcinent Fund be, 
and they are hereby requested, to guaranty tlie interest. 
U])on the Bonds of the several J^iil Jw';nd (,\)m panics of 
this State, who have aece])ted the act a]>j>rovcd January 
4th,lv^55, the Florida Juiilroad Com])any included," ^V:c. ' 

lu the Senate, tlie vote on concurriiig in tjiis rosolution 
stood as follows : Yeas D, ^ ays (>. In tlie House, cui the 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, the vote was : 
Yeas 24, Xays 13. So the resoluti()n was laid n})on ihe 
table. This action can only be considcrcvl as a refusal on 
thepartof the Legislature to agree to the allirmativc action 
of those who signed the majority import, and so coiisidei'ed, 
the Legislature refused to order the Tju&tees to continue to 
endorse the Bonds of the Florida Itailroad. There is no 
direction from the General Assembly addressed to us ou 
the subject. Had the joint resolution ])assed both Houses. 
I would have given my assent, out of a disposition to con- 
form to the action of the Legislature in matters (»f public 
policy. 

It has been urged upon me by the Press and by individ- 
uals, that inasmuch as I had performed my duty by bring- 
ing the subject to the notice of the General Assembly, and 
that their action having been equivalent to a refusal to 
legislate, so as to remedy what I had declared in my opin- 
ion were abuses of the law and injuries to the public inter- 
ests, I had performed my whole duty, and might properly 
acquiesce in what my judgment deemed an abuse of the 
law, sheltering myself from further censure, by alledging a 
failure on the part of the Legislature to co-operate with me 
in measures of redress. It has also been in like manner 
urged that the judgment of a majority of the joint commit- 
tee was that the abuses by me alleged to have been com- 
tnitted bv the Florida Railroad had no existence in fact or 
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in law, and tluit sncli judgment was conclusive, and should 
be satisfactory to me. 

To all of these reasonings I am unable to yield my as- 
sea t. I am still satisfied that the facts communicated to 
the General x^ssembly did exist, and that the view which 
I took of the law was correct, j^for do I admit that the 
failure on the part of the General Assembly to aid me iu 
redressing what I believe injurious to the public interest 
absolves me from my sworn obligations to obey that part 
of the constitution wherein I am charged to "take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed." 

I do not impeach the judgment of the General Assembly. 
They are independent of my control, except in so far as I 
may negative their action. I do not pretend to investigate 
the reasons which led the Legislature to omit any action, 
jpro or Gon^ on my recommendation. I had no power to 
i)e present and take part in their examination of the evi- 
dence touching the matter inquired into by the committee, 
and consequently I could neither examine to see whether 
all the evidence was obtained which was pertinent to the 
investigation, nor whether matters were allowed having no 
relevancy to the question to be solved. 

The constitution provides that, *'the power of the Gov- 
ernment of the State of Florida shall be divided into three 
distinct departments, and each of these confided to a sepa- 
rate body of magistracy, to wit : Those which are Legis- 
lative to one, those which are Executive to another, and 
those which are Judicial to another." " No person or 
collection of persons, being one of those departments, shall 
exercise any power properly belonging to either of the 
others, except in instances expressly provided in this con- 
stitution." — Art. 2, Constitution. 

In obedience to this plain mandate it is that I determine 
to act as my own judgment and convictions lead me to 
believe it to be my duty, and not to exercise my oflSce in 
conformity to the opinions of the Legislative branch of the 
Government, when my mind does not agree therewith ; to 
do which, would destroy what the Constitution created, 
and requires to be preserved — the independence of the 
Executive and Legislative powers. 

When I was chosen to fill the Executive office, it was 
expected that the State should have my judgment as the 
jTule of my official actions, and however feeble it may be, 
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tbe v^oice of the people has decided that it shall determfne 
whatever requires the executive approval. 

Being thus by the Constitution made independent of the 
influences of legislative opinion, the same reason operat- 
ing with greater force, I am not bound to abate my otHcial 
duties, because of a decision made by tbe subordinate offi- 
cers of the Executive Department of the Government, 
when acting under law regulating Internal Improvements, 
and sitting as ex-ofiicio Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment fund. I may and do respect your persons and your 
opinion8,but there is no law which will permit me to disobey 
that part of the Constitution which requires me to " take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed," because you 
may decide, (however your powers of mind may be supe- 
rior to mine,) that there has been no violation of law, when 
I am of the opinion there have been many serious infrac- 
tions of the law, greatly to the detriment of the public. 
The action of the people who placed me here, may have 
set up a weak judgment to control a more weighty and 
more powerful ; yet under the Constitution, I am bound to 
exercise my own judgment, and not that of others. 

Inasmuch as by the Constitution I am bound to see 
" that the laws be faithfully executed," I am forbid to do 
any act which would tend to aid in what ray judgment con- 
vinces me would be a violation of the law and of public 
rights. The law which requires me to act as a member of 
the Board of Internal Improvement does not, by any fair 
construction, alter my duty in this respect. Had the power 
been expressly given by law to a majority of the board of 
Trustees to determine w^hen the law had or had not been 
faithfully executed, instead of such power being made to 
rest on inference, such law would have been a nullity ; be* 
cause it would have been a violation of the Constitution, in- 
asmuch as it would seek to take away from the Governor 
the right to determine in the first instance whether the law 
has or has not been violated. In doing this the Executive 
must construe the law ; he may ask the advice of the At- 
torney General, but is not bound by his opinion, and may 
require that oflacer to act contrary to his own judgment. — 
And such construction of law made by the Governor is sub- 
ject to no control but that of the judiciary, to whom is con- 
fided the power of finally settling wtiat the law is. To this 
power I am subject in respect to what the law is, it being 
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the province of the judiciary to construe the hisv. |-Jut ft; 
is my provinee to cause ^uch action to he taken as will pro- 
cure the Judicial decision of law, M'hen in my o])inion the 
laws have Leer, or ai-e about to bo violated, and there is no 
bpeeiiJ [)rovi.-lon nia lefor tlioir iaitliud en-.-cuiit n. in oiich. 
event, 1 as (^(A'cruor niuot I'cniNo to ])ari;cipate iii an act 
required of uie, by au}^ authority in the State, wliich I be- 
lieve w<)uld tend to ])ul)lic injury and violate the spirit and 
reason of the law, and by means of such refusal, or In" di- 
rect action (if need be,) obtain the Judicial aid to ]n-event 
the evil, (if evil there is,) or under the sancti<^n of a judg- 
ment of the courts siirrend^ir my opinions and conform my 
action to such, which alone would warrant me in so do- 
ing.^ 

You will perceive then, gentlemen, that holding the views 
I have expressed, I do not foel that when I am here doing 
a duty, which by law is added to my other duties as Gov- 
ernor of the L'tacC, I a:n deprived of any of i!ie constitution- 
al aui'iuutes c>f my oliice, or exeinpt from any of its respon- 
sibilities. 

The duty I here per form, I do as a ])art of my office as 
Governor of the State, and all my actions under the law 
are done as Crovernor, and subject above all to be regula- 
ted by the Constitution, and my oath of ohice ; and that I 
cannot waive what I believe my duty requires me to de- 
mand, although a majority of the Board may be of an opin- 
ion on the law and facts contrary to what I have arrived at 
after mature deliberation. I may be in error, and when it 
is considered that many able minds dilfer from mine, it 
would seem to others probable that I do err. Yet I am. 
Urmly convinced of the correctness of my judgment, and 
whilst I re2)eat that I act on my own judgment, I am not 
nnmindful that a large number of the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives co-'ncideil vv'ith me in opinion and that a respec- 
table share of the intelligence and legal talent of the State, 
deem my opinions a:> to the Florida Itail Koad sustained by 
the law and tlie facts, but those coincidences of opinion 
can but give me conlidence in my judgment. They do not 
form the basis of it. 

Having stated the reasons why I shall continue to with- 
hold my signature from the JJonds of the Florida liailroad, 
you have decided by a majority vote to sign and pledge the 
Xnternal Tmprovetnent Fund to pay the interest upon, I 
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Ueeni it further to bo aiy daly to hiv 'hciorc yon biiL-li other 
and further fact^ iis Iniliionce my j^.Cry ..\j; tV'l v/Iiieli I 
bflievo to be entitled to weight and c-^nsl-;' jjatiuii on your 
]Kirrs, all of which I request you in your oliicial capacities 
to investii;:uc, deeniina" tliiit the ]>" bllc hil-jrost demands 
such investigation, and th.at if the f:;c:s bo as 1 .siiall state 
them on the evidence befo.e me, it is uicumbcnt <'n yon as 
nienji)ers of the iM.:;.*d and on me as (rovornor of the State, 
not only to decline giving further aid to the Florid;' ilailroad 
Company, but to take ellicient Tne^t^ures to guard the In- 
ternal lijipiovemcnt I^'und again:-r the injury wiiich tJjc facts 
I shall adduce Avould tioeni to inuicatc as having been al- 
ready Iniricted. 

Eei'wre ])roc^'edir:g to siate {'n^" mattoi's rdiudcil to, I will 
premise by saying thai' 1 am nr,^ Ino(m-i^^' to tiie appeals 
w!ueh have been mad<^ through the [Uiblic Press, and in tiie 
LegibUitive Halls, against any action on tiio ]rdvt of tlie 
olHcers of the State, or of inilividuals, which niay discredit 
any of our public works, i argue thai our Siate needs 
• Itailroads, and that all who seek to pro\ ido them, should 
be encouraged and not hindered by vexatious proceedings 
on the part -of the State or its oihcors. 

I have ever been an active advocate and an ardent friend 
of judicially planned and hone:.tly managed ])ubiic wovk^s, 
regarding them indispensable to the development of the re- 
sources of our State, and highly ])roniotive of the success 
and prosperity of her citizens.- But wliilst tlie constitution 
provides for the encouragement of a liberal system of Inter 
nal Impiovenienls, and the public wants demand that this 
provision of the constitution should be faithfully executed, 
I deem that in our anxiety to fuKil the duty wo owe to the 
State so imposed by the constitution an.d laws, ^. e should 
not perform it at the sacrilice of other equally important 
and essential obligations. We need Railroads, and in my 
judgment, with the material aid so bberally be.^towed by 
the State and Federal Government:?, \/e have the ':JjiIity to 
construct all that our wants demand, and that, too, without 
inflicting injujy upon the Internal Improvcmeno Fund or 
woiuiding the credit of the State, which has scarcely recov- 
ered from the improvident acts of the Territorial Govern- 
ment. 

Railroads are useful, but State credit is a pearl above all 
price. It is easily tarnished and to be kept without blem- 
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ish, should be carefully guarded. When, therefore, a rnag- 
istrate, charged to protect the public interest, or any Leg- 
islature, or officer of the State or private citizen calls pub- 
lic notice to acts of any Railroad Company which are cal- 
culated to damage the State, or seriously to affect the fund 
provided to aid in the construction of our public works, in- 
quiry should not be diverted or investigation smothered by 
the fear of doing harm to other Railroad enterprises. It is 
only the guilty that need fear inquiry, and it is the interest 
of all laudable and honest enterprises that improper prac- 
tice should be suppressed. Whilst our laWs have encouraged 
the formation of companies to build the lines of road in the 
law provided for, by liberal donation of lands and pecunia- 
ry aid, it certainly never was designed for persons to assume 
the execution of these works on fictitious capital and with- 
out actual means of their own. The aid of the State given 
in land and by guarantee of money to pay interest, pre-sup- 
posed that the capital stock of the several Railroad Compa- 
nies would be subscribed and paid in, and that such actual 
capital would build the road-bed and superstructure at least. 
When it was provided that the money paid out of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund for interest on the Bonds should be 
replaced by stock in the Roads, it was expected that those 
who had subscribed for stock in theRoads would pay for it, 
and that being done, the stock would be of some value. In 
the cases of the Tallahassee, Pensacola & Georgia, and At- 
lantic & Gulf Central Railroads, this expectation has been 
realized, and any stock which the Trustees may obtain in 
these Roads will place the Fund on an equal footing with 
other stockholders, for the stock subscribed and taken by 
these Companies has been paid in and appropriated to the 
grading and superstructure of their Roads. Having thus 
premises these remarks, I now call your attention to the 
Bonds issued before the Cempany had any titles to the lands 
granted, and to which they might never have title— they 
only become entitled to the land when the Road is built. 

Here then we see, that although we get stock in the 
Road for the money we pay for interest, we*not only have 
an amount issued to us inadequate to the sum paid, but it 
is likely to prove valueless from the fact that instead of the 
Road starting in debt only for the iron and equipments^ 
and with the sales of the land to look to as a fund, togeth- 
er with the earnings of the Road, to meet the iron bondjs^ 
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\t starts with a large debt on which it must pay interest 
outof theearnitags, and that the sales of the lands will be 
absorbed in paying the land bonds. This scheme is not a 
novel contrivance. It was invented in Wall Street and in 
the parlors of Western Railroads, and was well planned/ 
whereby certain shrewd individuals, under the specious" 
guise of great public spirit, nndertook to make public im- 

f)rovement8, and with but little capital or credit, took mil- 
ions of stock in Railroads, got control of large land grants,- 
subsidised the public press and swayed public men from 
their duty that they might build up enormous fortunes out 
of the public property. 

When Congress and the State passed laws to aid the con-, 
struction of Railroads in this State, it was not intended 
that men should seize hold of the stock in the Roads to en- 
rich themselves at the public expense. The State not be- 
ing able to build Roads alone, invited her citizens to sub- 
scribe the stock and build the Roads, offering the lands and 
the guaranty of interest as a bonus to induce them to invest 
their capital — not to make feigned subscriptions which they 
have neither the will nor the ability to pay in, with a view 
to taxing the public fund with the entire cost of their Roads^ 
It was solid capital alone wanted, and a liberal bonus was 
offered for it. It was not held out as a premium to invite 
men to take our bonds and credit, to coin money for them- 
selves, but to inspire our citizens with a spirit of enterprise 
and enable them to make such improvements as the wants 
of the country demanded. It becomes our duty, if we have 
the powers, to keep the credit of the State from being injur- 
ed by the perpetriatlon of such schemes, which cannot fail 
to result in loss to all, of course chiefly to others than the 
projectors. I aitt of the opinion, gentlemen, that we should 
demand of the Florida Railroad Company to pt^t the stock 
held by the Trustees upon an equal footing with that own- 
ed by themselves, for I cannot think that it was intended 
by the Legislature, in providing that wb should receive 
certificates of stock for interest paid, that the stock thus 
acquired should be placed below that held by individual' 
members of the Company who have paid in not more than 
12A per cent upon the stock subscribed. 

This Board has no means of information with respect to 
the condition and management of the Florida Railroad Corn- 
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]>any otlier than what is to be found in the documents jjriit- 
ted by tlic hist General Assembly. How much stock has 
been j)aid in cash, by whom paid, Avhat are its debts and 
what are its resources, we have no information other than 
that above referred to, and yet we represent as Trustees a sum 
v)f seventy-live thousand, seven hundred and seventy-live 
dollars (§75,775) acquired by the payment of that sum of 
interest on the <>:uaranteed bonds of the Company. The 
only definite information we have is that found in the jour- 
nals of the General Assembly from which I extract the fol- 
lowing official statement of the Hon. Geo. W". Call, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer of the Company, viz : 
The estimated ccst of the Florida Railroad is....$3,500,000 
This sum included all expenditures and provides 
a fully equipped lload, with Depots, Station 
Houses, Wharves and everything necessary td 
a full business. :..; ••.;;•.•;;.••••.....; ;• 
To pay this the Company have of Internal Im- 
provement Bond3 1,665,000 

Of Land Bonds, Well secured, and which are 

paid to contractor^ at par ;...... 1,500,000 

Leaving to be paid on the stock. . ; 345,000 

The Stock is fixed for the present at 3,000,000 

tShould the whole be taken, an assessment of 12 

per cent, would produce 360,000 

Or more than the amount required ; but the whole 
Stock as yet taken is only a little over ($1,000,- 
000,) one million dollars, the present assess- 
ment on which (12 per ceint.) would produce.;. 120,00d 
And should no more be taken, a further assess- 
ment of 12J per cent, will be required to pro- 
duce 225,000 

To make up the deficiency of 345,000 

Making the total payment on the stock, in any 
event, only M\ per cent., or $34 50 on every 

$ 100 subscribed 

From this official statement of the Company, it is appa- 
i-ent that the highest sum they expect to pay upon their 
shares of s^ock is $34, whereas for every share of stock cer- 
tified them to the Trustees we pay $100 ; hence it results 
that in declaring dividends from the income of the Road, 
an individual stockholder will receive as much for $34 as 
the fund will for $100 invested. 
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This I think to be violative of the spirit of the law, an(} 
certainly it is unjust and inequitable. It seems to me that 
it is our duty as Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund, holding a large amount of stock, to demand an in- 
sight into the proceedings of this Company. Other Rail- 
roads make no secrt^t of their affairs and have published 
the usual statement of their business, showing their cash 
receipts and payments. 

In couclusion, I have to say that this statement of my 
position touching the Florida Railroad Company is made 
from no unfriendly feeling towards the enterprize, nor from 
any disposition to respond to the numerous unkind and un- 
manly assaults made upon me through the newspapers. It 
simply presents a candid statement of my convictions which 
form the basis of my action in the premises. I may be in, 
error, yet I do not think so ; but in this as in all other mat- 
ters of a similar character, I will stand ready to abide a 
judicial investigation of my official conduct, and if pro- 
nounced by competent judicial authority to be wrong, will 
i:eadily yield my judgment to that authority. 
Very Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

LANDS GIU^NTED BY CQNGRE88 TO AIJ) IN THE CONSTI^UCTION OF 

BAILROADS. 

By the Act of Dec. 27, 18.56, the State of Florida accepted 
the lands granted by Congress of May 17th, 1856, upon the 
terms, conditions and restrictions imposed in the Congres- 
sional Act, but as yet the General Assembly has made no 
disposition of said lands except those granted to aid in con- 
structing a Railroad from Pensacola to the State line of 
Alabama, in the direction of Montgomery. 

The great value of these lands to the Railroad Companies 
renders it highly important that such action should be taken 
as may be necessary to fully secure said grant to the Com- 
panies beneficially interested therein. Such action would 
be simple and said object could be easily accomplished, were 
each of the lines of road named in the Act of Congress to be 
constructed by a single company, but inasmuch as several 
on each line claim the right to constmct portioi;is thereof^ 
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a amAk't of iiiteiv.-t ai'i.ses which places some obstacles in 
tiie way of an equitahle adjustment. A difference of opin- 
ion exists as to the necessity or propriety of any further 
legislation than that in the 21st Section of the Internal Im- 
provement law, as will appear by reference to the proceed- 
ings of the Senate at the last session of the General Assembly, 
pages 365, 397. 

I think it is clear, as expressed by the Attorney General, 
to whom this question was referred, that " if it is considered 
that the lands along the route are by the Internal Improve^ 
jnent law and the Act of Congress granted in conmion to 
the several Railroad Companies constructing a particular 
line of road, then further legislation is necessary to distribute 
them between the companies." And I think it equally clear 
that the lands along the route were granted in comnaan to 
the several Railroad Companies constnicting a particular 
line of road. By the Act of Congress these lands were 
granted for the purpose of aiding in the construction of Rail- 
roads between certain points, the terminii of each road being 
specified and fixed, with a provision that " the lands granted 
,on account of said roads and branch shall be exclusively 
applied in the construction of that road or branch for and 
. on account of which such lands are granted.'* 

It seems to have been considered that, without such pro* 
vision, the act might have been construed as granting the 
lands in common to all the roads and branch named, and in 
declaring the intention to be otherwise, Congress has provided 
that the lands on each side of the road from Jacksonville to 
Escambia Bay shall be exclusively applied to the construc- 
tion of the road from Jacksonville to Escambia Bay, and so. 
on with the other roads and branch. 

There is no mention of a road from Jacksonville or the^ 
waters of Escambia Bay, or from Amelia Island or Tampa 
or Cedar Keys, to any intermediate point. That each of said 
roads was by the Act of Congre^ considered as one road, 
for the whole distantje between the terminii sj)ecified, ai^dl 
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that the grant to each was a grant in entirety, is as clearly 
expressed as it would haye been had the question been raised 
at the time and the act had been framed specially in refer- 
•ence thereto. As further evidence that the intention of Con- 
gress was as above stated, I refer to the 3d and 6th sections 
of the Congressional Act. By these it will be seen that the 
grant is not a naked gift, a simple donation. On the con- 
trary, c^tain conditions must be complied with, some con- 
sideration is to be given for the benefits received. 

These sections provide that "the said Kaiiroads and branch 
«hall be and remain public highways for the use of the gov- 
ernment ef the United States, free from toll or other charge 
upon the transportation of any property or troops of the 
United States," and also that the United States mails shall 
be transported over such roads and branch at such price as 
Congress may fix by law or the Postmaster General may 
determine. It surely was intended to pix^vide for the trans- 
portation of troops, mails, (fee, across the entire route in 
consideration of the lands granted, the entire road bearing 
the burden imposed and receiving the benefits eonferred. 
And while, in my judgment, the true meaning of the Act of 
Congress is as above stated, the construction I bave placed 
upon it seems to me to be the one best calculated to render 
equal justice between the parties interested^ The principle 
contended for by some that each company is entitled to all 
the lands lying on each side of the road constructed |by them, 
whether taken in place within the six miles limit, or as in- 
demnity within fifteen miles, would work manifest injustice 
an some cases and should not be insisted upon unless it is 
really the true construction of the Act. By such a rule one 
eompany might be deprived of all benefit under the grant, 
er the value of the lajids received might be so small as to be 
no inducement for accepting the same under the conditions 
imposed. In such event there is nothing in the Internal 
Improvement law which forces upon any Railroad Company 
the acceptance of the grant by Congress and compels them 
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to transport the property or troops of the United States- 
" free fron;i toll or other charge," and should a company thus 
situated decline to accept the lands on the conditions imposed, 
it would result in a failure on the part of the Stat^i to fulfil 
the Qontract she made with the General Govcrninent when 
she accex)ted the grant " upon the terms, conditions and re- 
strictions in said Act of Congress." The State cannot right- 
fully and lawfully receive the benefit of the grant for a por- 
tion of the route where the lands are valuable, and reject it 
where they are not valuable. And even if the roads by their 
acceptance of the provisions of the Internal Improvement 
law could be compelled to fulfil the contract of the State 
with the General Government, that would be a strong argu- 
ment against any construction which would deprive a com- 
pany of their proportion of the lands, for it ^would clearly 
be unjust to force upon them theii- proportionate share of the 
burthen without extending them a jjro rata share of the. 
benefits and advantages. Unless the grant is taken as an 
entirety, and so considered in the disposal thereof, the effect 
will be to. give to some of the companies but a small amount 
of lands, while the other companies will receive their full, 
quota and have an excess of about one hundred thousand 
(100,000) acres to revest to the United States, thus depriving 
the State and the Internal Improvement interests of that 
much land. 

By the first section of the Act of Congress, after granting, 
lands in alternate sections for six sections in width on each 
side of certain roads, it is provided that where the United 
States have sold or otherwise disposed of any of said lands, 
it shall be lawful for any agent or agents to be appointed 
by the Governor of this State to select other lands in alternate 
sections within fifteen miles, to supply such deficiency. 
Under this provision I did, on the Yth day of September last,, 
appoint Henry Wells the agent for the purpose of making 
said selections. 
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jDKAlXIXt^ OF THK SW\MP AND OVEKFLOWKD LANDS OF THE OCLA- 
WAHA RIVER. 

The improvement of the navigation of this important ri- 
ver, together with the draining of the overflowed bankfe 
thereof, has, bj action of the Board of Internal Improve- 
ment and by resolution of the General Assembly, been one 
of the subjects of the liberal system of internal improve- 
ments in our State. In September, 1858, the Board passed 
the following resolution : 

'' Resolved^ That the Board of Trustees will grant proper 
portions of Swamp Lands alternately, not exceeding one sec- 
tion alternately one mile deep, on both sides of the Oclawaha 
river, from its mouth to Lake Apopka, to any pei'son or per- 
sons who will undertake to remove the h)gs, sand-burs and 
rafts, and make tlie neces^^ary cuts and ditches to deepen the 
channel of said river, with a view to reclaim tlie Swamp 
Lands adjacent thereto, so that the same shall thereby be en- 
hanced in value, and that the Governor be requested to com- 
municate this resolution to the cliairman of said Gonvention/' 

The above resolution was promptly communicated by me 
to the chairman of said Convention, but as the remuneration 
for the labor and outlay contemplated by this resolution is 
to be made in lands, no one of sufficient capital has been 
found to undertake it. 

At the late session of the Legislature, a resolution was 
passed instructing the Board of Trustees to consider the 
drainage of said Lands and recommending the employment 
of a competent Engineer to make survey, <fec., and make 
plat estimate, &c., and report to the Trustees. 

No Engineer has been appointed by the Board, and the 
^ork is no nearer being commenced than it was in 1858. I 
would respectfully suggest that the salary of such an Engi- 
neer and the expenses of the outfit, together with the ex- 
pense of the survey, estimates, &c., would be perhaps as 
much as one half the cost of thie drainage, and therefore 
should be avoided if possible. 

As long ago as 1835, while we were a Territory, Congress, 
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on the report of its value in military operations, voted aft 
appropriation of $10,000 for the improvement of the navi- 
gation of this river. The Indian war presented the work^ 
and when we became a State this grant reverted to the 
Treasury. 

More recently, in 1853, the enterprising citizens of iTarion 
and Putliain counties secured the services of John M. Irwin^ 
a competent Civil Engineer, who is represented to be a very 
practical man, to make a stttvey of said river, with a view 
of improving its navigation and draining the lands on either 
side thereof. Mr. Irwin made a thorough examination, at 
considerable expense^ and made the following report, which 
was at that time published in the " Florida Mirror," to-wit ; 

THE OCLAWAHA. 

Messrs^ Editors : — Dispensing with tho customary preface, and 
special pleading in such cases, I deferentially submit to your dispas- 
sionate consideration, and by you„ to all 1\'!io may feel an interest iii 
the matter, a succinct synopsis of an explorifig expedition, recently 
undertaken by me, in order to ascertain the practicability and prob- 
able expense of making the Oclawaha navigable for steamboats, 
from its mouth to Silver Springs. The length between these two 
places is about one hundred and five miles, comprising six hundred 
sinuosities- The number of snags or logs in the water, is sixteen 
hundred and thirty five ; and the number of trees leaning over it, (ex- 
clusively of a great many bushes,) is two thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four. The number of runs or branches from and weak- 
ening the main channel, is seventy-four. The cause of these branchesy 
or veins, is attributable to fallen trees, and rubbish, dammJng the ri- 
ver in many places, tfiereby forcing considerable portions of the wa- 
ter from its natural course, into other runs, which, after meandering 
for short distances through the swamps, rejoin and improve the pa- 
rent artery. This is especially the case at each of the places desig- 
nated, respectively, as the Dardenels — the Upper Narrows, and 
Lower Narrows, which would have to be widened. The other im- 
pediment is the Rocky Shoal, one hundred and fifty yards in length.^ 
Many of the acute angles, or elbows, of the river windings being of 
alluvial deposit, of recent formation, and over grown only by fragile 
shrubs or aquatic plants, are susceptible of cheap and easy improve- 
ment, and of course, the river navigation in proportion. Such is a 
specification of the obstructions to the Oclawaha navigation. Aw 
estimate of the e^cponse of removing them I make on the following 
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kypotheBis. Some of the snags are of hug^ di(i^^u«i'ons; would iiti'Va 
to be sawed under water into several pieces, and their reujoval cost 
ten dollars each in consequence : the greater numher would cost only 
one dollar, admit their removal then to cost $2 50 eadi on an avc 
rage. The leaning trees would all inevitably fall into the river after 
being cat, unless prevented by trouble and expense that would exceed 
their clearing away after allowing them their natural propensities. 
Allow the removal of these to cost §2 each. One hundred" and fifty 
yards of rock, by ten yards wide, and one yard deep, equal' to fifteen 
hundred c^ubic^yards to be blasted and quarried under water would 
cost $1 50 per cubic yard. Three hundred and thirty yards in, 
length, of the Narrows to be widened five yards, and deepened two/ 
equal thirty.three hundreil cubic yards of earth, over-grown by gi- 
gantic cypress ti'ees, and partly submerged in water, the excavation 
of which would cost $1 per cubic yard. Pile-driving in and stop- 
ping the heads of seventy- four runs or outlets, at $25 per head. Cut- 
tiQg away one hundred and twenty sharp elbows say at 810 each^ 

RECAPITULATION ; 

1635 snags, . . . . $2 50 each, $4,087 50 

2794 letomg trees^ ... 2 00 " 5,688 00 

1600 Cubic y'dsi of rock, (quarrying, 1 60 per yard, 2,250 00 
3300 cubic y'ds. excavation of earth 

with roots, <fec., ... 1 00 ^^ af,:iOO 00 

74 heads of outlets, stoppings . 20 00 cachf 1,480 00 

120 clbow8> clearings / . 10 00 ** 1,200 00 

$17,905 50 

Nearly |I70 00 per mile. 

No doubt a less sum than this itduld sufficiently itopf ove the nav- 
igation for boats of approjyriilte build, under the skilful vigilance of 
a pilot well acquainted with the river. But to make the navigation 
easy, safe and permanent this sum would be indubitably required 
for steamboats of 70 feet keel, 20 beatm, aiid of 4 feet draft. 

Upon consultation with those who are well acquainted 
with the navigation of this river, whose practical knowledge 
of the course of the water in overflowing the banks of the 
river and in whose judgment I have every confidence, I ani 
satisfied the said report and estimates made by Mr. Irwin 
are as good and as well adapted to accomplish l^e object as 
my ne^ survey and estimates would be, if not better. 

It is doubtful whether this work can be accomplished by 
4 
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offer of remuneration in landn, and if it could be it is ques* 
tionable whether it would be economy to the State. If the 
lands are enhanced in value by the improvement, the State 
fund will be so much increased thereby, which would be go 
much better than having speculators reap the benefits there- 
of. I therefore recommend the adoption of the plan of work 
suggested by Mr. Irwin, to be extended to Lake Apopka ; 
that an appropriation bfe nlade therefor and the Board of 
Trustees authorized to put out said work by contract to the 
lowest bidder. 



I would call your attention td the vdry abi(3 i*eport of thfe 
Hon. Wm. A. Forward, chairman of the Board of Canal 
Commissioners of Indian and St. Johns river Canal, which 
is herewith annexed. 

The Canal is named in the 4th section of the Internal Im- 
provement law as a proper object to be aided froin the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund, and the 17th section indicates the 
amount of said aid and the conditions under which it is to be 
'derived. By reference to the report of the chairman, it will 
T)e seen that the Board of Commissioners have complied, oil 
their part, with all the requirements of the law and only 
await the action of the Trustees to enable them to commence 
thfe' Work. The Canal is regarded by those in whose judg- 
ment I cdiifiae* ds hot being second in importance to any 
work contemplated by th^ Internal Iniprovement system, 
and worthy of the fostering care of th^ State. Thfe most of 
the Internal Improvement Fund comes from the Peninsula 
bf Florida, and the region in which it is proposed to con- 
struct the Canal lays no claim to a railroad. 

tflE TBU8T fund: 

This Fund is pledged to pay the interest as it may become 
due on all the bonds issued bjr any Eailroad Company ee»- 
Btructing any portion of the several lines of road indicated in 
the 4th section, under the provisions of the " Act *o provide 
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for and encourage a liberal .synteni of Internal Improvement.'* 
in this State," at the rate of ten thousand dollars per mile^ 
for tie purchase of iron rails, spikes, plates, chairs and equip- 
ments, whilst in progress of construction, and after comple- 
tion, should any of the Companies fail to supply the interest 
upon their bonded debt from the net earnings of the trafiic of 
^eir roadg — (See sections 3, 4, 8, 13, 27, Int. Imp. law.) 

Thus it wiU be seen that in any event the entire Ti-ust 
Fund is pledged to pay the interest as it may become due oi^ 
all tlie bonds issued by any Railroad Company (constructing 
any portion of tjie lines of road contemplated,) under the 
provisions of the Internal Improvement law. 

That the ten or twelve million acres of land which con- 
stitute the Internal Improvement Fund are intrinsically of 
great value will not be questioned, but whether the Trustees 
wiU be able to mpet promptly the interest as it may become 
due upon the bonds issued under tlie provisions of the Inter- 
nal Improvement law, is problematical. It was doubtless 
the opinion of the framers of the law that the Trust Fun4 
would prove amply sufficieut to meet promptly all drafts up- 
on its treasury incident to the con8tructio^ of the several ob- 
jects of internal improvement therein named ; and it will 
prove more thap sufficient if it can be made available to meet 
the rapidly increasing interest account upon the bonds issued 
imd being issued to the different Companies under its pro- 
yifiions. These bonds, it is presumed, have chiefly passed 
into the hands of third parties, who, in purchasing, relied 
upon the good faith of the Trustees to meet their engage* 
ments promptly, and Hie right of the Trustees to continue to 
guarantee the interest upon the bonds of the different Com- 
pMiies, without a reasonable probability of being able to pay 
j^e interest as it may become due, involves a high moral 
qoestion at least. Beeid^s, equity and justice demands that 
1^0 Fund should be so htsband^, li possible, as not onlj to 
be able to meet promptly its present liabilities, but to exteaid 
jafllio the satne ftwdUties *ri the construction of the unfinished 
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portions of the &everal lines of road contemplated by law 
that have been enjoyed by the different Companies up to 
the present. The imfinished lints of road constitute, in the 
judgment of many, as important a feature in the system, and 
will confer as great benefits to the citizens in the districts of 
'Country penetrated, and add as much to the wealth and im- 
portance of the State, as the lines of road now in progress of 
construction. The Fund is a common one, in which every 
citizen of the State has a direct interest, and the system must 
be regarded as incomplete as long as a single mile of road 
remains unfinished. That this sentim^t will be responded 
to by every good citizen in the State I do not entertain a 
doubt, but how it is to be accomplished is a question more 
easily asked than answered. 

Should the Companies of the several lines of road now ra- 
pidly approaching a completion be able to supply the inter- 
est on their bonded debt after completion, the way is clear. 
The assets of the Fund, together witii the sums accruing from 
the sale of lands, will perhaps be sufficient to provide the in- 
terest as it may become due on all the bonds that can be is- 
sued under the provisions of the law to complete every mile 
of road. 

The different Companies have now issued (Bridge bonds 
included,) above two million of bonds, which amount will 
soon be increased to three and a half million, requiring 
$250,000 annually for interest — a greater sum than the Fund 
can probably supply, unless the sums accruing from tiie 
sale of lands should increase, or the different Companies 
should be able to provide for or very materially aid in the 
payment of interest as it may become due. The history of 
railroads would seem to preclude the hope of success to all 
the different Companies in a sufficient degree to enable them 
at first to provide the sinking fund and interest upoji tbdr 
bonded debt from the net earnings of the traffic of tl^ir 
roads, and any considerable failure on their part to make 
irach provision, or increaaed issuAQoe of bonds by the Com-* 
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panics, would very soon exhaust the treasury of the Trust 
Fund and bring discredit upon the guaranteed bonds to such 
extent as to render them unavailable in the construction of 
the unfinished lines of road. 

I may have presented the dark side of the picture, but the 
subject is one of great importance, affecting the vital inter* 
ests of the State, and should be carefully examined in all its 
beai'ings, and such action had as will most certainly enable 
the Fund to accomplish successfully every object of Intenwd 
Improvement contemplated by the law, and meet promptly 
all obligations incident thereto. 

As a means of accomplishing this desirable end, I would 
respectfuUy suggest that the Legislature instruct the Trus* 
tees to receive the bonds of the several Railroad Companies 
that have accepted the provisions of the Internal Improve* 
ment law, upon which the interest has been guaranteed by 
them under its provisions, for any lands belonging to the 
Trust Fund, at the prices now fixed, three months notice of 
said intention having been given through the principal 
newspapers in the different sections of the State. As before 
stated, the lands are now pledged for the payment of in- 
terest whilst the roads are in course of construction, and, 
after completion, should the companies be unable to siupply 
the interest upon their bonds from the net earnings of the 
roads. Should the companies be unable to provide the in* 
terest, all sums which may accrue from the sales of land, 
&c., will be absorbed in payment of the same, the com* 
panics assigmng stock to the Trustees for the sums thus 
paid. The lands are variously rated at from one to ten dol- 
lars per acre, and should the least valuable be selected, it 
would only require about three million acres to take up all 
the bonds that may be issued by the different companies for 
the several lines of road now rapidly approaching comple- 
tion, and would leave still nine million acres of land to the 
Trust Fund. Oould the Trustees exchange lands for the 
bonds of the different companies upon the terms above indi- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



80 

eated, all sums accruing from the sales of land, together 
with the net earnings- of the roads, deductmg one per cent, 
for sinking fund, would perhaps constitute a fund adequate 
to provide the interest for every mile of road, as coutem- 
plated by the Internal Improvement law. Tlie officers of 
the several companies should be required to report to the 
■JVustees semi-annually, under oath, the operations of th^ 
roads, and to pay into the treasury of the Trust Fund one 
per cent, for the sinking fund and the interest upon their 
bonded debt, provided so much be realized from the net 
earnings of the roads, in accordance with the provisions of 
the law, and assign to the Trustees stock from time to time 
for all deficiencies that may occur from non-payment of in- 
terest upon the bonds of the companies held by the Tms-. 



CODIFICATI02f OF THE LAWS. 

I desire to call attention of the General Assembly to the. 
condition of the statute law of the State. The several Legis- 
latures since the compilation of Thompson'^ Digest, in the 
year 1847, have made additions and am^dments of the. 
most important character to our statutes, and laws have 
been repealed and re-enacted in such a manner as neces 
sarily to produce confusion. These statutes, moreover, are 
Scattered throughout a numb^ of pamphlets in a most in- 
convenient and inaccessible form, so that it requires the 
most diligent research and much legal knowledge to ascer-. 
tain what our statute laws are on many subjects of impor- 
tance, if indeed such information can be satisfactorily ob- 
tained at all. This is undoubtedly a great evil. One of the 
first objects of the government under our political system 
fehould be to make the laws plain and easily accessible to 
the whole body of the people. On this depends the proper 
*tdministration of justice, the regularity of legal proceedings 
and the direction and security of the people in their busi- 
ness transactions. From these considerations I am im^ 
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jpi^ssed with the necessity of a new digest, or a digest aiid 
code of laws for our State. A digest of our existing statutes 
is necessary at this time, and as a codification of our laws 
would cost but little more and be of much greater advan- 
tage, I suggest that it would be decidedly preferable to com- 
bine the two objects, if such can be done. The old statutes 
' of the Tenutory and State are in many respects defective^ 
both as to form and substance, and a regular, consistent and 
simple code, based in principle and policy on our existing 
statutes, could be substituted for them with much advan- 
tage. I believe that most of the other States have adopted 
this method and found it of the greatest utility. The bene^ 
iits of such a revision and compilation will be experienced 
"imost, perhaps, by the body of the citizens and the numer- 
ous subordinate officers of the government throughout the 
State, though to the higher judicial, legislative and execu- 
tive functionaries it must be of great use and convenience. 
Such a compilation can be made on a concise and economi- 
'cal basis, and I know of no object for which the same 
^moimt can be expended more to the benefit -of every indi- 
vidual member of the State. I ask your attention to th'e 
subject at this time, because pbstponment will but increase 
the difficulty and expense of that which must ultimately be 
done, and prompt attention to the matter will prevent much 
'embarrassment, uncertainty and confusion, which is inevi- 
table in the present condition of our statutes. 

l^HPTATIC ASYLUM. 

In my annual message I invited yom^ attention to th^ 
fiiubject of a Lunatic Asylum in language as follows : " I am 
advised that there are at the present time several insane per- 
ftons in the State who will probably be sent off to asylums 
in other States as soon as the requisite judicial proceedings 
^are had. Some of these persons have estates adequate to 
tbe expenses of their mainteBance, but others are destitute 
^nd must be chargeable to the State, It is due to the State 
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snd to humanity that some more permanent provision 
should be made for this unfortunate tlass of persons, and ta 
this end I have consulted some experienced mechanics, and 
have been advised that a building of suitable dimensions 
for the accommodation of 35 or 40 subjects may be erected 
and completed in the most desirable manner for about 
twenty thousand dollars, ($20,000,) and that it may be s© • 
constructed as to admit of enlargement by the erection of 
other buildings as may be necessary or desired. I there- 
fore earnestly recommend that the initiatory steps be at once 
taken, by the passage of an act providing for the erection of 
a building which may/br?^2 tlie nucleus of a well-appointed 
asylum, adequate to the wants and comfort of this class of 
the afflicted of our own State ; that it be provided in such 
act that such lunatics or insane persons as have estates ade- 
quate to their maintenance be charged therewith, at such 
rate as the General Assembly may think just and right, and 
that the State be charged with the maintenance of such only 
as a^'e destitute." The current annual expense for the main- 
tenance of lunatics in other States is $2,636 61, which is 
equal to the interest on thirty-seven thousand six hundred 
and sixty-five dollars 85 cents, ($37,665 85,) at % per cent. 
As this item is gradually increasing, it would be better, on 
the score of economy even, to provide a suitable building 
for this unfortunate class of persons in our own State. I 
earnestly recommend this subject to your serious attention. 

FEDERAL RELATIONS. 

Prominent among the purposes for which the Union was 
formed and its Constitution " ordained," as announced by its 
patriotic founders, was " to insure domestic tremquilUty.^^ 
As regards this purpose, passing events go to show that the 
work of the start;esmen of 1787 is likely to prove a melan- 
choly jTaiZ^^r^. Does the Union " insure," does it any longer 
prormse otherwise than in words of mockery " to insure" 
to the Southern States of the confederacy, " domestic tran- 
<iuillity?" 
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Is it not manifest that in the bosoms of the members of the' 
p^xty now dominant throughout the North, all fraternal feel- 
ing towards ns of the South is entirely dead ? When re- 
toinded of their constitutional obligations, obligations fixed 
upon them alike by the letter and spirit of the Constitution, 
ihey appeal to a " higher law." Having virtually annulled 
the written compact, there is no question that they would 
proceed to withdraw from the Union but for the fact that, 
^ong with great pecuniary advantages, it furnishes them 
facilities which they would not otherwise enjoy for the prose- 
cutioti of their designs against the institutions of the South. 

That these hostile designs will continue to be prosecuted, 
80 long as the confederacy lasts. Would seeta to be as certain 
as any thing of the future. No less than this has been pub- 
licly avowed by one having authority to speak, in language 
which admits of but one construction. The northern states- 
man, most honored and trusted by his section, and whom 
that section manifestly intends to place at the head of the 
General Government, instead of the tranquillity which the 
Constitution guarantees us^ has proclaimed an " irrepressible 
conflict," which means and can mean nothing but War from 
generation to generation upon that institution which lies at 
tiie hems of southern prosperity, power, civilization tmd hap* 
piness. As a sequel to that announcement, following in the 
due order of events, comes the development, not without 
bloodshed, of a plot concocted in the North for the liberation 
of the slaves of the South by a general insurrection. 

There can be no doubt that the so-called Eepublican party, 
com{>rising a majority of the Northern people and thus to 
all iatents constituting the North, are responsible for John 
Brown's scheme of mingled villainy and folly. That party, 
the Northern people by the elections which have occurred 
once tlie Harper's Ferry catastrophe, exhibit an unmistakable 
j^urpode of continuing in power. 

Its two great ^igines of influence, the press and the pulpit, 
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arc daily becoming more insulting and aggressive towards 
our institutions and people. What else, then, have we to 
expect, while the Union continues^ but the repetition, no 
one can say when, where, how often, or with what bloody 
issues, of attempts like that lately thwarted in Virginia ? 

It is worthy of a passing thought, that though African 
slavery is no longer an institution of most of the leading 
powers of Christendom — several of them, in whose domin- 
ions it once existed, having abolished it — yet none of them 
show any disposition to interfere with its existence here. 
The only States that threaten our peace, are States united 
with us by that bond of Union, the Constitution, designed 
to throw its a}gi8 of protection over all. 

Great Britain, much as she has done and suffered in the 
cause of abolition, and though her flag waves over her own 
soil, nearly within sight of the southern coast of Florida, 
attempts nothing for the disfturbance of our repose. She 
knows too w^ell, and recognizes too fally, the obligations of 
International comity. We neither fear her, nor have rea- 
son to fear her. Our aggressions come from quite other 
than foreign sources. They come from men who madly 
think, that because connected with us in our Republic, 
they are answerable for our sins, and authorized, by virtue 
of this responsibility, to wage a war of extermination a- 
gainst our Institutions. 

You will find no diflSculty in perceiving the drift of 
these reflections, nor do I consider it becoming either in 
myself or the occasion to deal in language of doubtful im- 
port. 

True, Florida, as the youngest and least populous of the 
Southern sovereignties, can only follow in action the lead 
of her sisters, yet this constitutes no reason why, at a time 
demanding the freest conference and frankest expression 
among those joined by a common destiny, she should 
remain silent. I believe that her voice should be heard in 
*' tones not loud but deep," in favor of an eternal separa* 
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tion from those whose wickedness and fanaticism forbid ns 
longer to live with them in peace and safety. There are 
good grounds for the hope that most of the Southern States 
will not consent to see the General Government pass into 
hands avowedly hostile to the South. If such is their pur- 
pose, it is not unlikely that they will prepare for the emer- 
gency of the approaching Preside^itial election. 

What, if any, steps will be necessary, on your part, to 
provide for Florida's co-operation with them in the contin- 
gency suggested, I leave for the wisdom of the Legislature 
to determine. 

MILITIA AND PATROL LAWS. 

In this connexion I deem it proper to call your attention 
to the disorganized state of the Militia and inefficiency of 
the Patrol Laws. 

By examining the Patrol laws of the State it will be found 
that they are based upon a military organization. In the 
absence of the Captain of a Company, the duty imposed 
upon him is devolved upon the magistrate, yet, it will be 
seen at a single glance that the whole scheme and plan of 
patrol was based upon the idea of a military organization. 

The Legislature at an early day passed laws organizing 
and regulating the Militia, but from some cause the whole 
scheme proved a failure. It is not intended to be sugges- 
ted that our State should be converted into a military camp, 
or that our citizens should be harrassed by needless drill 
and exercise. But it is highly proper in view of passing 
events that the militia should be thoroughly organized, 
armed and officered to be able to render efficient service in 
cases of sudden and pressing emergency. The ordinary 
civil patrol authorized by law would be sufficient for com- 
mon occasions ; but emergencies might unexpectedly occur 
requiring the aid of the military, and for such emergencies 
we should not be wholly unprepared. Our State has been 
so far happily exempt from those frightful tragedies enac- 
ted elsewhere, but the same elements of mischief exist 
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mnong lis, and our peace and security may be disturbed by 
the same causes which have operated in other places. Such 
apathy and indifference has been manifest in relation to 
the laws regulating and governing tlie militia that I am at 
a loss to suggest a course by which the evil would be rem- 
edied. 

But in view of the pressing emergency for a thorough 
organization, I would respectfully recommend that all the 
militia offices in the State be vacated, that the Governor 
be required to order an election at an early day to fill every 
militia office in the State, that he be empowered to fill by 
appointment all vacancies that might occur by a failure of 
the citizens to elect, and the officer or officers thus appoin- 
ted, to be. compelled to serve under penalty, for twelve 
months from the date of said appointment. In order to en- 
.courage the organization of volunteer companies through- 
.out the State, I would recommend that provision be mad© 
by which all persons subject to militia duty might commute 
^he same by the payment of a per capita tax annually, 
which sums should constitute a fund to arm and equip the 
xvoluuteers companies; provided said companies should 
drill at least twelve days in each year. 

The laws governing the militia should be so amended as 
•to insure a summary collection of all fines imposed by 
courts martial, and should apply to the volunteer compa* 
nies as well as the militia. 

Desiring that your actions may redound to the public 
good, I invoke the blessings of Divine Providence upoa 
your deliberations. M. S. PERRY. 



On motion of Mr. Baker^ the fiirther reading of the message was 
.dispensed with, and one thcmsand c(^ea of the same ordeved to be 
printed, and that so much of the sai»e as refers to the several mat- 
ters as to which there are Standing Comimiitted& of the Senate, he re- 
spectively referred to the said eoQuiiittees. 

Mr. Baker save notice that on some i&itnre day he would ai^ 
leave to introduce the following BiUft and Resolutions : 
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A bill to be entitled an Act amendatory of the several Acts of 
force in this State in relation to dower ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act amendatory to the several Acts of 
force in this State as to free negroes or persons of color ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to establish the OflSces and Courts of 
Vice Chancellor in the several counties of this State, and define the 
duties thereof^ 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the publication of a 
Digest of the English Statutes of force in this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the publication of ex- 
tra copies of the Statutes and Journals, of the several Sessions of the 
State Legislature and for the sale of the same by the severalJudges of 
Probate in this States 

A bill to be entitled an Act to purnish trespassors upon the Over- 
flowed and Swamp Lands of this State, and requiring the several 
Solicitors of this State to institute suits for trespasses already com- 
mitted ; 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Gen. Benjamin Hopkins, and 
other persons therein named ^ 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Spencer L. Thomas; 

Joint Resolution for the relief of William Newborn, a soldier of 
the War of 1812-^14; and, 

Joint Resolutions repealitic' and repudiating the Resolutions here* 
tofore passed by the Senate, December 28th, 1647 ; passed by the 
House, December 29th, 1847, and approved Decemder 30th, 1847* 

On motion of Mr, MeElvj^, the Messenger was instructed to fur- 
nish each Senator with a pnnted copy of the Standing Committees 
4ind Rules of the Senate and of the Joint Rules of the two Houses 
of the General Assembly. 

The following message, with the accompanying documents, was 
received from his Excellency the Governor : 

Executive DsPAnTMENT, ) 
Nov. 29th, 1859, J 

Gentlemen ^f the SenaJU and Home of Representatives : 

I communicate herewith a copy of resolutions passed by the Leg" 
islature of Georgia, and copies of letters adressed to the Executive of 
this State, and to CoL D. C. Campbell, who has been appointed to 
confer with me in reference to the difficulties growing out of the un- 
adjusted bounearjr line between Florida and Georgia. 

I have not hesitated to express to Col. Campbell, in a reciprocal 
spirit, my desire to maintain a good understanding and friendly re- 
lations between the people of the two States, and to assure him that 
this Department will not foil to adopt such measures as may be need- 
ful to prevent any difficulties that may be apprehended on the bor- 
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der* Under the resolutions of the last session ratifying the acftiou 
of the Executive of the two States, in adopting tlie terminal points 
of the present recognized line, I have appointed a competent Sur- 
veyor to unite witJi a Surveyor on the part of Georgia, in runnino- 
and marliing tlu- line l)"t ween the two States. It is therefore expect- 
ed that al! ground of dilTlculty will hei rciuuved at an early date, and 
the controversy v.liioli has heretofore existed be finally put to an 
end. 

It is, however, apprehended tliat in the linal establishment of the 
line, litigation may arise in respect to the title of laud, which may 
fall Avithin the jurisdiction either of Georgia or Florida, and 1 am as- 
sured that with respect to any litigation which may occur in Geor- 
gia, the Executive of that State will recommend to the General As- 
sembly such legislation as may be necessary to perfect titles in the 
hands of bona-iide holders. I would respectfully recommend to your 
favorable consideration such action as you may deem best to effect 
a similar purpose so far as this State has any jurisdiction over the 
subject. 

I would, however, suggest, that in all probability, if any land shall 
fall within the jurisdiction of this State, in the final de&ignation of the 
line, the title would more properly attach to the United States, in 
which event this State could do no more than unite with Georgia in 
an application to the Federal Government for the adoption of such 
measures as would most effectually secure the end desired. With re- 
spect to any Criminal Prosecutions that may grow out of conflicts be- 
tween those residing in the disputed territory, I deem it proper to ob- 
eerve that I shall be animated by the same spirit, and pursue the same 
course, if need be, proposed by the Executive of Georgia; and if the 
General Assembly shall deem it necessary to clothe the Executive 
with further power for that purpose, I respectfully recomend the 
proper action to that end. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 



(copy.) 



Executive Department, I 
MiLLEDGEviLLE, Georgia, Nov. 23d, 1859. \ 

His Excellency Madison S. Perry, 

Governor of Florida, 
Dear Sir : — Allow me to introduce to you, the bearer of this^ 
Col. D. C. Campbell, of this city. Col. Campbell has been appoint- 
ed by me, a special agent on the part of this State under a resolu- 
tion of its General Assembly, to visit and confer with you in relatioa 
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to existiug and anticipated difficultips growing out of the unadjusted 
question of the boundary line between the States of Georgia and 
Florida. 

The resolution under which he is appointed will be shown to yon 
by him. 

It e^^nces as you will perceive the solicitude of Georgia for the 
maintenance of good neighborhood between the two contiguous 
States, and her determination while the boundary remains unadjus - 
ted, to do all in her power to repress agitation and prevent excite- 
ment. 

The agent on the part of the State will submit to your sugges- 
tions, emanating fi*om this Department, and will cordially entertain, 
and to the extent of his authority act upon any, that may be sub- 
mitted by you. 

Entertaining the hope that the result of this agency will prove 
beneficial to the interests of both States, 
I am very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH E. BROWN. 



(copy.) 



Executive Department, ) 
MiLLEDGEviLLE, Ga., Nov. 23rd, 1859. ) 

"To Col David C Campbell : 

Sir — In pursuancce of a Resolution of the Genral Assembly, un- 
der which you have been appointed a Special Agent to visit Talla- 
hassee and confer with the Executive of Florida, you will at your 
earliest convenience enter upon the duties confided to you. You 
will express to the Governor of Florida the solicitude of the General 
Assembly of Georgia, and of this Department, to maintain uninter- 
rupted the kindly relations that have heretofore existed between the 
people of the two States, and which unfortunately have recently been 
disturbed in certain sections, growing out of the unadjusted bounda- 
ry line that divides them. 

You can tender to him the assurance that every effort in the pow- 
er of this Department Avill be put into exercise, not only to have the 
boundary line settled as early as practicable, but to prevent, till that 
object shall be accomplished, any of the difficulties or animosities 
that may be apprehended among the people residing in that region 
through which the line of boundary may ultimately be established. 
To this end you can assure his Excellency that should litigation take 
place in the Courts of this State, in relation to lands under Florida 
grants, which, when the boundary line shall be designated, shall 
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&11 u&der the jarisdiction of Creoi^a, that this Department will re' 
commend to the General Assembly of this State, such legislation as 
may be necessary to perfect titles in the hands of "bona fide" hold-' 
ers; and yon can also assare him that should criminal prosecutions^ 
growing out of conflicts between those residing in the disputed ter- 
ritory 1^ instituted in any of the Courts of GeorgiB, that this De- 
partment wiU request that nolle prosequis be entered* 

You will ask the Executive of Florida, on his part, to reciprocate 
these efforts to maintain peace and good order among the border- 
ers and protect titles in bona fide land owners. In shorty you will 
confer fully with the Governor of Florida in relation to aU existing 
and' anticipated matters of controversy among the borderers, ascer- 
tain his views in regard to the best mode of quieting, removing, or 
preventing them, and freely pledge the co-operation of the authori- 
ties of Georgia in all reasonable efforts to accomplish objects so de^ 
sirable. 

The result of your mission you will report to this Department 
Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH E, BEOWN. 



(copy.) 

Whereas J There is likely to occur serious border difficulties between 
the citizens of Georgia and our aster State of Florida, on account 
of a conflict of jurisdiction of the Courts of the two States, involv- 
ing the sovereignty of said States ; andj whereas^ it is incompati- 
ble with the character of the two Governments between which 
the most friendly relations should exist, that any collision should 
occur between tne citizens thereof ; 

Be it resolved therefore by the General Assembly, That the Gover- 
nor be authorized to appoint a Special Agent to visit Tallahassee, 
the Seat of Government of the State of Florida, to confer with the 
Executive of the said State of Florida, and to enter upon such nego- 
tiations as will restore quiet, and prevent Wood-shed between the 
citizens of said States, until the boundary line of said States is ad- 
justed and agreed upon. 

I. T. IRWIN, 
Speaker of the House of Representives. 
S. L. GUERRY, 
President of the Senator 
In Senate, read and agreed to, November 17, 1859. 

FRED. H. WEST, 
Secretary of Senate. 
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1b Bouse of Representative, November 19, 1859. 

JAMES L. DIAMOND, 
Crerk House of Representatives. 
Ais^ted to November 22, 1859. 

JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor. 



State of Georgia, 

Executive Department, 

MiLLEDGEViLLE, Nov. 23r(l, 1859. 

I, Henry H. Waters, Secretary of the Executive Department, do 
li^eby certify that the within and foregoing is a true and perfect 
tjopy of an original Joint Resolution, framed by the General Assem- 
"bly of this State, and signed in this Department, on the 22nd day 
of November, 1859^ 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Executive Depart- 
[l. s.l ment, the day and year first abovo^ written. 

H. H. WATERS, 
Secretary Executive Department. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Lamar introduced a resoletion relative to the establishment of 
of the boundary line between the State of Georgia and the State of 
Florida. 

Mr. Baker moved that the Joint Resolutions as to the boundary 
line between the State of Georgia and the State of Florida together 
with the Message and Documents received by the Senate from the 
Governor be referred to the Committee on Federal Relations ; and 
that eighty copies of the same be ordered to be printed ; 

Which was carried. 

The President presented the invitation of the Managers of the 
Odd Fellows' Ball to the Members and Officers of the Senate ; and 

On motion of Mr. Hawes^ the invitation was accepted with the 
Ihanks of the Senate. 

The following Message 'was received from his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, which was read : 

ExECUTiVS Department, ) 



Tallahassee, Nov. 29th, 1858. 



Hon. JOHK FlirLAYS0N> 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — I respectfully recommend the following nominations for 
•Ac advice aad consent «f the General Assembly : 
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William D. Ma«iay and George Brockeubrough, Weighers of CoK 
toii for the city of Apalachicola. 

Very Ivespcctfully, 

M.S.PERRY. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the nominations thefein made were con- 
curred in. 
On motion, the Senatie adjourned until tc-mdrrow morning at 11 

o'clock. 



WEDNESDAY, November 30, 1859. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce at some future day thd 
following bills : 

By Mr. Keitt : 

A bill to incoi-porate the t6wn of Ocala. 

ByMr. McCall: 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the printed bill 
entitled an Act to incoTporate the City of Lake City ; 
- A bill to be entitled am Act to authorize William J Tucker, a mi- 
nor, to manage his o1vh estate ; 

A bill to be entitled ah Act to change the naine of Sarah Keziah 
Johnson, to Amelia Ann Emeline Johnsbn ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the boundary line between 
Columbia and Suwannee counties. 

By Mr. LamsLr : 

A bill for the relief of Andrew J. Moofre a:hd Win. Dilworth. 

By Mr. Hawes : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to' efigpdwer the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund, to improve the navigatidn of the Ockla- • 
waha river, in this State. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Eppes introduced the following 
bill, which was placed among the orders of the day : 

A bill to be entitled an j^ci to amend an Act concerning dower. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Baker introduced the following 
bills and resolution, -which were placed among the orders of the day : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Benjamin Hopkinr, 
and others ; 
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A bill to be entitled an Act to organize the Court of Vieo-Clmn' 
cellor of the State of Florida ; and 

Joint resolutions repealing and repudiating the resolutions passed 
by the Senate, December 28th, 1847, passed by the House, Decem- 
ber 29th, 1847, and approved December 30tk, 1847, as to the Wil- 
mot Proviso. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Lamar introduced the following: 
bill, which was placed among the ordei-s of the day : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit free per- 
sons of African descent to select their own masters, and become 
slaves, approved January 15th, 1859. 

. ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act concernint^ dower; 

Was read the first time, and placed among the orders of the day, 
for to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to organize the Court of Vice-Chan- 
cellor of the State of Florida ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time, and one 
hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Benjamin Hopkins, 
and others; 

Was read the first time, and on motion, was passed over infor- 
mally. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit free per- 
sons of African descent to select their own masters and become 
slaves, approved January 15th, 1859 ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and one hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

Joint resolutions repealing and repudiating the resolutions passed 
by the Senate, December 28th, 1847, passed by the House, Decem- 
ber 29th, 1847, and approved December 30th, 1847, as to the Wil- 
mot Proviso ; 

Was on motion, the rules being waived, read first and second times 
by its title, and one hundred copies ordered to be printed. 

The following bills were read the first time, and placed among the 
•rders of the day for to-morrow : 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend the laws now in force 
in this State, relative to ejectment suits ; 

House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Samuel Elliott to es- 
to establish a fern'' across the bay from Atseena-Otie, to a point 
hitherto called Ways Key, now known as the western terminus of 
the Florida Railroad and designated as Cedar Key ; and 

House bill to be entitled an Act to establish common schools and 
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to repeal certain acts in relation thereto, approved January Ist, 1853. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned untill 11 o'clock to-n^orrow 
morning. 



THUESDAY, December 1st, 1859. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

Rev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the reading of yesterday*8 journal was 
cdispensed with. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce, at some future day, 
the following bills : 

By Mr. Eppes : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the attendauce of slave 
witnesses in capital cases. 

By Mr. Lamar : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize guardians, administra- 
tors and executors, to invest the moneys of wards, testators and in- 
testates of Leon county in the Railroad bonds of said county. 

By Mr. McElvy : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the manner of swearing 
Petit Jurors, in this State ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorise William F. Green to con- 
tract and be contracted with. 

By Mr. Keitt : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to establi^ a Ferry across the Ock 
lawaha River. 

By Mr. Dell : . 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorise Spencer Price to estab- 
lish a Ferry from Atseena Otie to Way Key,, at the western termin- 
us of the Florida Railroad, and thence to No. 4 oin the main land. 

ByMr. McCall: 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the printed bill 
to be entitled an Act to create the Counties of New River and Su- 
wannee. 

Mr. McElvy moved that the Messenger be instructed to furnish to 
the Chairman of each of the Standing Committees of the Senate, 
Thompson's Digest, and the pamphlet Statutes of the several Ses 
sions of the General Assembly up to the present time. 
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On motion of Mk Lamar, the motion was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Eppes, Dr. Fislier, the Senator from the 2n(( 
District, was granted leave of absence for ten days from to-day. 

Pursuant to previous notice, the following bills were introduced 
and placed among the orders of the day : 
By Mr. Lainar : • 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the i*eHef >of Andrew J. Moore and 
Wm. S. Dil worth; 
By Mr. McQueen : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, of 
Lafayette county ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Geo. W. Martin to es- 
tablish a Ferry across the Suwannee river at Fayetteville» 
By Mr. McCall :, 

A bill to be ontitled an Act to correct an error in the printed bill 
entitled an Act to incorporate the city of Lake City ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the boundary line between 
(Columbia and Suwannee counties ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Sarah Keziah 
Johnson to Amelia Ann Emeline Johnson ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Wm. J. Tucker^ a minor, 
to manage his own estate. 
By Mr. McElvy : 

A bill to be entitled ah Act rn relation to Courts of Probate in 
this State. 

By Mr. Baker : 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to dower ; 
A bill to be entitled an Act to organize the Court of Vice-Chan- 
cellor of the State of Florida ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to evidence. 
Mr. McElvy presented the petition of sundry citizens of Gadsden 
county, praying the annexation of a portion of the county of Liber- 
ty to the county of Gadsden ; 

Which, on motion, was referred to a special committee of three^ 
consisting of Messrs. McElvy, Eppes and McQueen* 

The following message was received from the Treasurer : 

Treasury Department, Treasury Oj^wce. ) 
Tallahassee, Nov. 28, 1859. ) 

Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate* 

Sir : — Agreeable to an Act of the last Assembly requiring that 
two Committee Rooms be provided in the basement of the Capitol, 
I herewith hand the key to the Senate Committee Room. 
Yours respectfully, 

C. n. AUSTIN, Treasurer. 
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Wtich was read ; and 

On motion, referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs^ 
Baker, Eppes and Baldwin. 

Mr. Baker moved that a Joint Committee of three be appointed 
from the Senate, to meet a similar Committee from the House to 
en<juire into, and to report as to the present situation and condition 
of the State Library, and how far the Act as to public property,, ap 
proved January 15th, 1859, has been complied with. 

Upon the adoption of said notice, the yeas and nays were called 
for by Messrs. McCall and Eppes ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr, President,^ Messrs. Baker^ Baldwin, Daw tins, Dell, 
Eppes, Eubanks, Fisher, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, Mc- 
Queen and Walker — 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Hawes and Welch — 2. 

So said motion was carried, and Messrs. Baker, Baldwin and 
JJppes were appointed on said Cnmmitteq. 

Mr. Eppes introduced the following Joint Resolution : 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Mepresentatives of the State 
(^ Florida in General Assembly convened^ That this General Assem- 
bly do adjourn sine die on the 1*7 th day of December, inst. ; 

Which was read and passed over informally until Tuesday next. 

Xhe Committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills report as correctly enrolled an 
Act to extend the time for collecting taxes in this State. 

L. G. McELVY, Chairman. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act concerning dower ; 

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the boundary line between 
Columbia and Suwannee counties ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second time by its 
title, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow] 

A bill to be entitled an Act to organize the Court of Vice-Chan- 
cellor, of the State of Florida ; 

Was read a second time and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize George W. Martin to es- 
tablish a ferry across the Suwannee river, at Fayetteville ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs of La- 
fayette county^ 
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^as read the first time and ordered for a second readipg on to- 
biorow^. 

A bill to be entitled an Act f6r tbe relief of Andrew J. Moore and 
Williams. Dilworth; 

Was read the first time arid 'ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Sarah Keziah 
jFohnson to Amelia Ann Emeline Johnson ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to dower ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate in 
this State; 

Was aead the first time and ordered for a second reading bli to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Evidence *; 

Was read the first lime and ordered fdr a sec'ond reading on t6- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled in Act to iauthori^e Willidm J. Tucker, a mi- 
nor, to assume the management of his own Estate, and to contract 
and be contracted with ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the printed Act 
entitled an Act to incbrporate the city of Lak6 City ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a Second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend the laws now in force 
in this State, relative to ejectment suits ; 

Was read the second time, and on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Samuel Elliot to es- 
tablish a Perry across the Bay from Atseena Otie to a point hither- 
to called Way Keys, now known as the westetn terminus of the 
Florida Railroad, and designated as Cedar Keys ; 

Was read the second time and passed over informally^. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to establish common Schools, and to repeal certain Acts in relation 
thereto, approved Jaunary 1st, 1856 ; 

Was read the second time and referred to the Conimittee on 
Schools and Colleges. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning 11 
o'clock; 
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FRIDAY, Uecember 2d, lB5{r. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

Rev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain. 

The Journal of yesterday was read, amended and approved. 

Pursuant to previous notice the following bills were introducett 
and placed among the orders of the day : 

By Mr. McElvy : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William Green to con • 
tract and be contracted with. 

By Mr* Hawes : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund to clear out the channel of the Ocklawaha 
river in this State. 

By Mr. Lamar : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Guardians, Administra- 
tors ahd Executors to invest the moneys of Wards, Testators and In- 
testates of Leon county, in the Railroad bonds of said county. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce at some future day, the 
following bills : 

By Mr. Dawkins : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of costs,. 
by plaintiffs, in certain cases in the Western Judicial Circuit. 

By Mr, Hawes : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the dividing line between 
the counties of Putnam and St* Johns. 

On motion, Mr* Dell was permitted to withdraw the resolution 
that all the select committees of the Senate, appointed at its last 
session, be discharged, and that they be requested to hand over to^ 
the Secretary of the Senate, all papers confided to them as such se- 
lect committee. 

Mr. McElvy moved that the order for the engrossing of a bill to 
be entitled an Act concerning dower, be reconsidered, and the same 
placed back upon its second reading, and that it be referred, with all 
other bills in relation to dower, before the Senate, to the Committee 
on the Judiciary ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. McQueen introduced without previous notice, 

A Resolution to change Mail Route No. 6543 ^ . s 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lamar from the Committee on Engrossed bills made the fol- 
lowing report : 
Mr. President : 

Sir : — The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the* 
following bill as correctly eiigrossed : 
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A bill to be entitled an Act to change the bouiidarv liui between 
Columbia and Suwannee counties . 

Kespectfullv submitted, 

THOMPSON B. LAMAR, 
Chi Committee on Eni^rossed Bills. 
^Vhich was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes made the following report : 

The Committee on Federal Relations to whom was referred a Res- 
olution relative to the establishment of the Boundary Line between 
the State of Georgia and the State of Florida, together with the spe- 
cial message of his Excellency the Governor, and Documents sub- 
mitted on the subject. 

REPORT: 

That they have examined the Resolutions and find the same emi- 
nently adapted to adjust and quiet the " border difficulties," to which 
the Message and Documents submitted by the Gu\ei'nor refers, grow- 
ing out of the conflict of jurisdiction between the tw^o States. 

They not only meet the suggestions of His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, and harmonize in spirit and letter with the action of the Leg- 
islature of Georgia, but promise a settlement at once speedy, while 
at the same time, equitable to each State, and just to all " bona fidc'^ 
settlers in the disputed Territory. 

Your Committee therefore recommend their passac^e. 

T. J. EPPES, 
Ch. pro tern. Com. on Federal Relations. 

Which was received, and the accompanying resolution concurred 
in. 

Mr. Dell presented a petition from J. D. Godbold, and fifty-five 
other citizens of Suwannee county; 

Which, on motion, was placed among the orders of the day. 

A Committee from the House consisting of Messrs. Williams, In- 
gram and Richardson, appeared and informed the Senate, that a 
Committee had been appointed from the House to act with a similar 
Committee from the Senate to reconsider the subject of our Federal 
Relations. 

Mr. Lamar moved that a Committee of three be appointed to wait 
upon the House, and inform them that the Senate has appointed a 
Committtee of five to act with a similar Committee from the House 
as a Joint Select Committee on Federal Relations ; 

Which motion was adopted ; and, 

Messrs. Lamar, -Keitt and Dawkins appointed such Committee. 
7 
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ORDERS OF Tnp:.DAy. 

A bill to ha entitle J an Act to authorize William F. Green, of 
Gadsden County, to contract ami be contracted with ; 

Was read the tirst time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Joint resolutions repealing and repudiating the resolutions passed 
by the Senate, December 28th, 1847, passed by the House, Decem- 
ber 29th, 1847, and approved December 30th, 1847, as to the Wil- 
raot Proviso ; 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Baker moved that the same be referred to a special joint com- 
mittee of five, to meet a similar committee from the House, to adopt 
concurrent resolutions expressive of the opinions ot this Legislature, 
as to the matters involved. 

Mr. Baldwin moved to lay the motion on the table : 

Upon which the yeas and nays ware called for by Messrs. Baker 
and McCall ; 

The vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baldwin, Dell, Hawes, Jones and Keitt — 5. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, DawiiAte, Eppes, Eub'anks,' 
Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Walker and Welch — 11; 

So said motion was lost. 

The question was upon the adoption of the motion offered by Mif.* 
Baker ; 

Thd yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Baker and! M6Call : 

The vote was : 

Yeas — Mr.- President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkin^,- IXeliy 
Eppes, Eubanis, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy,- Mc- 
Queen, Walker and Welch — 16. 

Nays — none: 

So said motibn was adopted, and the joint resolutions referred to' 
said committee; 

By consent of Mr. Baker, the following resolutions offered by Mr. 
McElvy, were included in said reference : 

1st. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of l^lorida in General Assembly convened^ That not with- 
standing the signs of the times as evidenced by the dangerous doc- 
trines of leading politicians at the North, asserting the existence 6f 
" an irrepressible conflict^' between the two sections of the Union, ac- 
companied by the late trait6rous attempt to raise a general insur- 
rection in the Southern States of this Union, fill us with the most 
serious apprehensions and alarm ; yet we deem it unwise to pass' 
any resolutions declaring in advance the course that the State 6f 
Florida will pursue in any em«j^ency that may arise. 

2nd. Be itfdrther resolved^ 'Htat «s one of the extreme Southern 
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States, while we preserve a calm and delibei'ate silence towards tlie 
North, we desire to assure the slaveholding States borderinjnr on the 
free States, that we look to them as the van guard of our Constitu- 
tional rights, and the first to suffer when the " conflict'* comes, and 
that to all their efforts to stay the tide of aggressions or open 
rebellion and invasions, we pledge the sup|)ort of the people of Flor- 
ida by every obligation of a common interest and a common destiny. 

Whereupon the President appointed Messrs. Baker, McElvy, Bald- 
win, Lamar and Eppes on said committee. 

On motion of Mr. McQueen, rules being waved, the Senator from 
Wakulla had leave of absence until Monday next. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the boundary line between 
/Columbia and Suwannee counties 5 

Was read the third tin^e and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Daw^ins, Eubanks, Hawes, 
Jones, KeiM^ Lamar, McCall, McElyy, McQueen, Walker and Welch' 
—17. 

Nays — none. 

So said bill passed— title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified l^o the House of Representa-^ 
tives. 

On motion of Mr. ][i^mar the Sen^t^ took a recesss until there o'- 
clock, P. M., 



Tnum O'CLOCK, p. M. 

The Senate resuiped its fsession. 

A quorum present. 

The orders of the day were resumed. 

Resolution relative to the establishment of the boundary line be^ 
tween the State of Georgia and the State of Florida ; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reoding on to-jnprrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the painted bill 
entitled an Act to to incorporate Lake City ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William J. Tucker, a mi^ 
nor, to assume the management of his own estate, and to contract 
and be contracted with ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
Reading on to-morrow. 

A l)ill to be entitled an Act in relation to evidence ; 
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W*as read the second time, and on motion, was referred to the 
Committee on Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate in 
this State ; 

Was read the second time, and on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Judiiiarv. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Cnardians, Administra- 
tors and Executors to invest the moneys of Wards, Testators and In- 
testates, of Leon county, in the Kailro.n.l lends of said county; 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, Jc^d a second time by 
its title, and passed over imformally to come -jp on its second read- 
ing to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the nr:mc of Sarah Keziah 
Johnson, to Amelia Ann Emilinc Johnson ; 

Was read the second time by its title, rules being waived, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Andrew J. Moore, 
and AVm. S. Dilworth; 

Was read the second time, and, on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Noah F. Suggs, of 
Lafayette county : 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

On motion, the rules being waived, Mr. McCall introduced the 
following bill without previous notice : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the printed bill 
entitled an Act to create the counties of Suwannee and New River ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Geo. W. Martin to estab- 
lish a ferry across the Suwannee river, at Fayetteville ; 

Was read the second time arid ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund to clear out the channel of the Oclawaha 
river in this State, for the purpose of improving the navigation of 
the same, and for other purposes; 

Was read the first time, rules waved, read a second time by its ti- 
tle, and eighty copies ordered to be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in a printed bill 
entitled an Act to create the Counties of Suwannee and New River ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A resolution to change mail route No. 6543 ; 
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Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to morrow morning 10 
<>*clock. 



SATtTRDAY, December, 3d, 1859. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the reading of yesterday's journal was 
\lispensed with. 

Mr Welch gave notice that he would at some future day, ask leave 
to introduce, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Isaac Broxon and John 
W. Broxon, minors, of Holmes county, to assume the management 
of their own estates. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. McElvy introduced, 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the law allowing appeals 
from the decision of the Boards of County Commissioners in this 
State ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Hawes presented a petition from Yandemire Sims and others, 
citizens of St. Johns county, to change the line between Putnam and 
St. Johns county ; 

Which, on motion, was referred to the Committee on Propositions 
and Grievances. 

Mr. Lamar from the committee on Engrossed bills made the fol* 
lowing report : 

Mr. President : 

Sii' : — The committee on engrossed bills beg leave to report the 
following bills as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, of 
Lafayette county; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize George W. Martin to es- 
tablish a ferry across the Suwannee river, at Fayetteville ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the printed Act 
entitled an Act to incorporate the city of Lake City ; 

Resolutions relative to the boundary line between the State of 
Georgia and the State of Florida ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Sarah Kqzial\ 
Johnson to Amelia Ann Emeline Johnson ; and 
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A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William J. Tucker, a mi- 
nor, to assume the management of his own estate and to contract 
and be contracted with. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Chm'n Com. on Engrossed Bills. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Baker moved that the journals be 
amended by striking out the following: 

The Committee appointed to meet a similar Conqmittee from the 
House, and to report as to the present condition of the Library, re- 
ported that they h^d performed that duty, and were discharged. 

The Committee appointed to inform the House that the Senate 
had appointed a Con:|niittee to act with a similar Committee fronn 
the House, as a Joint Select Committee on Federal Relations, repor- 
ted that they had performed tl^at duty and were discharge4 ; 

Which motion w^ ^dppted. 

ORPERS QF THE DAY, 

A bill to be entitled an Act for tl^e relief of Noah P. Suggs, of 
Lafayette county ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Uppn which the vote was.: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Call. Dell, Eul^an^^ Hawes, Jones, 
Keitt, Lamar, McEly, McQueen and Welch— 11. 

Nay 9 — none. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the san^e be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William J. Tucker, a mi- 
nor, to asume the management of his own estate, and to contract 
and be contracted with ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Eppes, Hawes, 
Jones, Keitt, McElvy, McQueen and Welch — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Eubanks and Lamar — 2. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Sarah Eeziah 
Johnson to Amelia Ann Emeline Johnson ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins^ 
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bell, Eppes, Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, McCall, McElvy, Mc- 
Queen and Welch — 15. 

Nays — none. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the printed bill 
to be entitled an Act to incorporate the city of Lake City ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker; Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Eppes, Eubanksj Hawes, Jones; Eeitt; Lamar, McCall, McElvy, Mc- 
Queen and Welch — 15. 

Nays — none. 

So silid bill passed — title is stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House bf Representa- 
tives; 

A bill to be entitled ^n Act to authorize George "W, Martin to 
Establish a ferry across the Suwannee river at Fslyetteville ; 

Was read the third time and put updn it^ passage ; 

Upon which the vdte t^as : 

Yeas — Mr. President; Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Eppes, Eubanks, Hawes; Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, Mc- 
Queen and Welch — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Resolution relative to the establishment df the boundary line be- 
tween the State of Georgia and the State of Florida ; 

Was read the third time and put uptJn its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas^-Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin; Call, Dawkins; Dell, Eppes, 
Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar; McElvy, McQueen and Welch 
—14. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as Stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Hbuse of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authdrize Guardians, Administra- 
tors and Executors to inveSt the moneys of Wards, Testators and 
Intestates of Leon county in the Railroad Bonds of said county ; 

Was read the second time and Ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William F. Green, of 
Gadsden county, to contract and be contracted with ; 
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Was read the secoud time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 

A resolution to change mai^ route No. 6543 ; 

Was read the second time ; and, 

On motion of Mr. McQueen, was passed over informally. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in a printed bill 
entitled an Act to create the Counties of Suwannee and New River ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. . 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the law allowing appeals 
from the decisions of the Boards of County Commissioners in this 
State ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on Mon- 
day. 

On motion, the rules being waived, Mr. McCall gave notice that 
he would on some future day ask leave to introduce, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Mary Kii^g to 
Mary Ilandcock. 

Mr. Lamar moved that the Senate adjourn until Tuesday morning, 
10 o'clock ; 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Keitt 
and Dell; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McCall and Mc- 
Elvy— 7. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, 
Eubanks, Keitt, McQueen and Welch — 9. 

So said motion was lost. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday morning 10 
o'clock. 



MONDAY, December 5th, 1859. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

Eev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion ot Mr. Eppes, the reading of Saturday's Journal was 
dispensed with. 

Pursuant to previous notice the following bills were introducecfe 
and placed among the orders of the day : 

By Mr. Eppes : 
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A bill to be entitled an At:t to -pto^ id" f ji the attendance of SJave" 
Witnesses in capital cases. 

By Mr.Keitt: 

A bill to be entitled ah Act to establish a Ferry across the Ocla- 
Uaha River. 

By Mr. Dell: 

a' bill to be entitled ah Act to autholizc Spencer Price, of Levy 
county, to establish a Ferry from No. 4 on the mainland to the' 
Western terminus of the Florida Railroad on Way Key thence across 
^e Bay to the city of Atseena Otie. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Dell introduced w'ith6ut previous, 

A bill to be entitled an Act amendatory of the several Acts in 
fbrce in this State in reference to costs in Fiiits at Law and in Equity 
in the several Courts of this State ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce at some future day the 
ibllowing bills : 

By Mr. Call : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit the circulation in this 
State of Foreign Bank Bills of a less denomination than five dollars ; 
and, 

A bill to be entitled an Act in additioii to the several Acts con- 
cerning Pilotage at the P6rt of P'ernandina. 

By Mr. Jones : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Clerk and Sheriff in 
Washington county to hold their offices at or within live miles of 
the Court-house in said county. 

On motion of Mr. Hawes, the Senator from Franklin was excused 
from further attendance on the Senate until the 11th instant. 

Mr. Nicholson gave notice that he would on to-morrow introduce 
the following bills, to-wit : 

A bill to be entitled An act to amend an Act amending the char- 
ter of the city of Pensacola, for the purpose of extending the powers 
of the city to aid in the construction of the Alabama and Florida 
Railroad, in Florida, approved Dec. 21st, 1858 ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit trespasses upon Railroad 
Land Grants. 

Mr. Nicholson also gave notice that he would at a future time ask 
Jeave to introduce the following bills, to-wit : 

"A bill to be entitled an Act to establish an Insurance Company in 
the city of Pensacola ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act granting a charter to intersect the 
waters of the Perdido Bay and Grand Lagoon ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit insubordination sanong- 
slaves. 

8 
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Mr. Kppes from the JudiciHi'v Oommittoc mude the foUowiiTg re- 
port : 

The Committee on the Jndicijiry to whom >vas referred the bill 
entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit free per{K)ns of African 
descent to select their own masters and become slaves, approved 
January loth, 1859. 

KEPORT, 

That they have examined said. bill and recommend its passuge,' 
with the additional sectioiis nunlbered 4 and 5. 

T. J. EPPES, 
Ch'n Judiciary Committee. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That whenever any sucll 
person of African descent shjlll be arrested as aforesaid, 
and it shall appear on the examination that such person is 
not free but a slave, then such person of African descent 
shall not be discharged from custody, but shall be delivered 
into the possession of his or her owner, upon the ^aid own; 
fer giving bond and security to appear at the next term of 
the Circuit Court for the county where said arrest has been 
luade, and answer all indictments which may be found 
against said owner for allowing said person of African de- 
scent to go at large and trade as a» free man, or for any 
other violation of the laws of this State concerning slavesr, 
free negroes and mulattoes. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That all children of African 
descent under the age of fourteen yeetrs, shall go into slave- 
ry with his, her or their mother, and become slaves for life 
to the same person, as the mother of said children ; and 
Svhen said children Have no mother, then they shall be 
bound out as apprentices until they shall severally attain 
ihe age of eighteen years, when they shall become subject 
to all the provisions of this Act. 

Which report was received, and the bills with its amendments 
{)]aced among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes from the Judiciary Commiittee made the following re- 
port : 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred a bill to be enti- 
tled an Act in relation to evidence, report the same back to the Sen- 
ate and recommend its passage. 

The same Cop[iniittee to whom was referred an Act to amend an 
Act concerning Dower ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the Laws now in firce iii 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



tins State rolativo to ejectment suits ; also, an Act in relation to 
Courts of Probate in this State; beg leave to report said bills back 
to the Senate and recommend their passage. 
Respectfully submitted, 

T. J. EPPES, 
Oli'n Judiciary Committee. 
"Which report was received, and the bills placed among the orders 
of the day. 

The Committee pn Claims and Accounts made the following re- 
port: 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts to whom has been re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Andrew J, Moore 
and Wm. S. Dilworth, ask leave to 

REPORT, 

That they have had the same under consideration, and believe the 
claim to be a just one, and recommend the passage of the bill. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. W. McQUEpN, Chairman. 
Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the follpwing report : 

Mr. President: — 

Sir : — The Committe on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the 
following bills as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William F. Green, of 
Gadsden county, to contract and be contracted with ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Guardians, Administra- 
tors and Executors to invest the moneys of Wards, Testators and In-» 
testates of Leon county, in Railroad Bonds of said county; and, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in a printed bill 
entitled an Act to create the counties of Suwannee and New Riven 
Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Ch'n Com. on Engrossed Bills. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bills placed among 
the ordejs of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit free peri 
sons of African de$cent to select their own masters and becoma 
slave, approved January 15, 1859; 

Was read a second time. 
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Mr. Call oftcred the following: tuMiLiuiial amendment J 

Sec. G. Beit furthvrenacfcd, That so much of the first 
.section of thtj Act to \vhi( !i this is an amendment j s ex- 
.empts said slave from bei!»i;- t.ikfri j.i execution for the debts 

of his or her Master or JMisircss, he, and it is hereby re- 
pealed, and said slaves ?^.j^!I be suhject to be disposed o£ 

in the same manner as ollicr proptTty is or m.iy be. 

On motion of Mr. Dawkini?, loo ropi.s of the bill, as amended, to- 
<]jether with the report of the Jii*lif'i,ny < \>nunittee, were ordered to 
he printed. 

Mr. LaiTiar moved to amend l>y irwcrtiji-^ wherever the word.^ 
'"free persons'' occur, the words '' uKoI'v o\ in part;" 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Baldwin moved that a comiuitO',' ot ^hree be appointed to so-, 
jlicit the opinion of the Attorney Gc?!!, r J - !■ -;.id bill ; 

Which was adopted. 

AVhereupon the President appoint ?d M-<t^. Baldwin, Call and 
McCall on said committee. 

The rules being waived, Mr. McCall ij^trt Jined without previous 
notice, 

A hill to be entitled an Act to change the iKime of Hugh Martin 
Newsoms to Hugh Martin Keen; 

Which was read the first time and ordered for a second reading 
,on to morrow. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Mary 
King to Mary Hancock ; 

Which was read the first time and ordered for a second reading 
on to-morrow. 

A hill to be entitled an Act to amend the laws now in force 
in this State, relative to ejectment suits ; 

Was read a second time and ordered fox a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to he entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate in 
this State ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to evidence ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the law allowing appeals 
from the decisions of the Boards of County Commissioners in this 
State; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
jreading on to-morrow 
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A bill to "be entitled an Act for the relief of Andrew J. Moore and 
William S. Dilworth ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an an Act to provide for the attendance of 
slave witnessses in capital cases ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and referred to the Commitee on Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to establish a Ferry across the Ockla- 
waha river ; 

Was read the first time and ordered to be read a second time on 
to-morrow, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Spencer Price, of Levy 
county, to establish a ferry from Number Four, on the mainland, to 
the Western terminus of the Florida Railroad on Way Key, thence 
across the Bay to the city of Atseena Otic ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow, 

A bill to be entitled an Act amendatory of the several acts in force 
in this State, in reference to costs in suits at law and in equity in the 
several courts of this State ; 

Was read the fii*st time, rules waived, read the second time by its 
title, and refered to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion, the rules being waived, the Committee on Corpora- 
tions made the following report : 

The Committee on Corporations ask leave to report back to the 
Senate, an Act to incorporate a Company to be called the Alachua 
<k Columbia Railroad Company and recommend that said bill be 
laid apon the table. 

J. McR. BAKER, 
Chm'n Com. on Corporations. 

Which report was received, and the accompanying bill laid upon 
the table. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to anaend an Act concerning 
Dower ; 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Call offered the following amendment J 

Sec. 2, Be it further enacted^ That all laws and parts of laws now 
in force, which give to the widow a share of the personal estate of 
her deceased husband, in preference tx> the creditors of said husband, 
be and the same are hereby repealed* Provided however ^ this Act 
shall not impair the widow's claim to one year's support out of said 
personal estate, which year's support shall in no case, if an insolvent 
estate, exceed three hundred dollars in amount. 
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Which amendment was adopted, and the bill as amended, ordered, 
to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the printed bill 
entitled an Act to create the counties of Suwannee and New River ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs^ Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Eubanks, 
Hawes, Jones. Kcitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholson and 
Welch— 13. 

Nays — Messrs. Call and Dell — 2. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Guardians, Administra- 
tors and Executors, to invest the naoneys of Wards, Testators and 
Intestates, of Leon County in the Railroad Bonds of said county ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawins, Dell, 
Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholsooy 
and Welch — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William F. Green, of 
Gadsden county, to contract and be contracted with ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Hawes, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 12. 

Nay — Mr. Eubanks — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represents^ 
tives. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 
o'clock. 



TUESDAY, December 6th, 1869. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

Rev. Dr. DuBose ofiiciated as Chaplainy 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



63 

On motion of Mr. Deil, the further reading of yesterday's Journal 
was dispensed with. 

Pursuant to previous notice, the following bills were introduced 
and placed among the orders of the day : 

By Mr. Call: 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit the circulation in this 
State of Foreign Bank Bills of a less denomination than five dollars. 

The rule being waived, Mr. Call introduced the following bills 
without previous notice : 

A bill to be entitled an Act concerning Replevin ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the second Section of the 
third, article of the Constitution of this State ; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

Pursuant to previous notice the following bills were introduced 
and placed among the orders of the day : 

By Mr. Dawkins : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of costs 
of plaintiffs in certain cases, in the Western Judicial District. 

By Mr. Nicholson : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act amending the char- 
ter of the City of Pensacola, for the purpose of extending the pow- 
ers of the City to aid in the construction of the Alabama & Florida 
Railroad, approved December 21st, 1858 ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to organize a Fire Insurance Compa- 
ny in Pensacola, under the name of Pensacola Insurance Company ; 
and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit trespasses upon Railroad 
Land Grants. 

By Mr. Welch : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to empower John W. Broxon and 
Isaac Broxon to assume the management of their own estates. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Welch introduced without previous 
notice, 

A bill to be entitled an Act authorizing a bridge tax in Walton 
county ; 

Which was placed andong the orders of the day. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce the following bills at 
some future day : 

By Mr. Nicholson : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the pilot Jaws for the Bay 
and Harbor of Pensacola. 

By Mr. Jones : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Edwin N. Evrett, in 
'W'ashington county, to assume the management of his own estate. 

Mr. Nicholson moved that a bill to be entitled an Act for the re- 
lief of Alexander Douglas and others therein contained, which bj 
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means of some misrepresentation was indefinitely postponed in Dc-' 
cember last, be now taken up and placed among the orders* ctf the 
day; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Baker gave notice that he would on 
some future day introduce 

A bill to be entitled an Act to remove the Seminary, East of the 
Suwannee, from Ocala, to some more suitable and^healthy locality in 
East Florida. 

Mr. Call introduced a resolution asking information as to Swamp' 
lands ; 

Which was received and placed among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report : 

Mr. President : — 

Sir : — The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to Report the 
following bills as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Andrew J. Moore and 
William S. Dilworth ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate in 
this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the law allowing appeals 
from the decisions of the Board of County Commissioners in this 
State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Evidence ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act concerning Dower. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Ch'n Com. on Engrossed Bills. 

Which report was received • and the accompanying bills placed 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lamar from the Committee^ on Internal Improvements made 
the following report : 
Mr. President : 

Sir : — The Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an Act to authorize the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
to clear out the Channel of the Ocklawaha River in this State and 
for other purposes, beg leave to 

REPORT, 

That they have had the same under consideration, and while they 
are not opposed to the objects of the bill, yet with their ideas of the 
powers of the Trustees over the Trust Fund, they cannot consistent- 
ly recommend the same. The Internal Improvement Act, approved 
Jan. 6th, 1855, sets apart and declares a distinct and separate fund^ 
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;iU tbe lands granted to the State by Act of Coni»ress, passcl .3rd 
March, 1845, and all the lands granted by Act of Congress, Sept. 
28th, 1850, with all the proceeds that have or may liereafter accrue 
to the State by the sale of said lands ; and said lands and proceeds 
are called the Internal Improvement Fund, and are by the same 
Act " irrevocably vested in five Trustees," ** and their successors in 
office, to hold the same in trust for the use and purposes hereinafter 
. provided," &c. By this Act the Legislature divested itself of all con- 
trol over the said lands till the objects of the trust are accomplished. 
Any bill therefore, which the General Assembly might enact dispo- 
sing of said land or enlarging the powers of the Trustees, would be 
perfectly nugatory and inperative; but the Trustees already possess 
all the power sought to be conferred npon them by the bill under 
consideration. The 16th Section of the Internal Improvement Act 
enacts "that the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund shall 
hereafter fix the price of the public lands 'included in the Trust, hav 
ing due regard to their location, value for agricultural j>urposes, or 
on account of timber or naval stores, and make such arrangements 
for the drainage* of the Swamp or Overflowed Land as in their jiidg- 
ment may be most advantageous to the Internal Improvement Fund 
and the settlement and cultivation of the land," <kc. It will thus 
be seen that the Trustees have ample power to do that which the 
Tjill proposes to empower them to do, viz : " To contract for the 
clearing out the channel of the Oclawaha River from its mouth to 
its source," &c, " for the purpose of draining the Swamp Land con- 
tignous thereto, and for improving the navigation of the same." The 
passage of the bill would therefore be surperfluous legislation and 
objectionable because the subject matter is not a legitimate one. The 
Committee believe that the clearing out of the Ocklawaha River is 
a matter of considerable importance, and should be effected if possi- 
ble; but they do not think that the Trust Fund is at the disposal of 
the General Assembly to be applied to that purpose. The General 
Assembly during the first part ot this Session passed resolutions 
which indicated their high appreciation of the objects contemplated 
by the bill under consideration, and the Committee are of the opin- 
ion that nothing further is necessary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Ch'n Com. on Internal Improvements. 

Which was received and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

The Committee on Propositions and Grievances made the follow- 
ing report : 

The Committee on Propositions and Grievances to whom was re- 
ferred a petition of sundry citizens of St. Johns county, praving to 
9 
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liave tlic boiiiulary line between the eoimties of Pntnani and St. 
J oil lis c]iani;-cd, have had the same under eonsideration, and deem 
in;r the prayer of the petitioners reasonable, they rccornmcnd that 
the pravor bo giTJited by })assini^ the accompanving- bill. 

D. (^/DAVvKINS, 
Chiii'n Com. on Propositions and (Grievances. 
AVhicli v.as received and tlie nccoinpanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

A committee from the House appeared and requested of the Sen- 
ate, tbe return of a bill to be eiUillcd an Act to change the name oi' 
Cynthia Jane I>ur<lock to (Vnthia Jiinc; AA'iJIi^. 

On motion the Secretary was ordered to transmit said bill to the 
Uouse of Kepresentatatives. 

The following Message from the House of Representatives was re- 
ceived : 

House of Kepresentatives, ) 
Dec. 5, 1859. j 
Hox. John Finlaysox, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir: — The House of Representatives have passed the following 
Senate bill, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for tlie payment of Consta- 
ble's fees for summoning jmnes of inquest^ and attendance on the 
same'. 

The following Senate bill has been lost in the House, viz : 
A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Cynthia Jane 
Burdock, to Cynthia Jane Willis. 
Very Respectfully, 

E. M. GRAHAM, 
Clerk House Representatives. 
AVhieh was read and the accompanying bill ordered to be enrolled. 
The Special Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
^n Act explanatory of an Act to organize the county of Volusia, ask 
ieave to make the following 

REPORT : 

On examination, your committee find that the bill under consid- 
eration is intended to explain and enforce that clause of the Act to 
orgahize the county of Volusia, which provides for the distribution 
of the funds in the original county of Orange, between the present 
counties of Orange and Volusia. Your committee deeming the Leg- 
islature incompetent from the want of proper evidence in the case, 
to divide equitably the above mentioned funds between the coun- 
ties of Orange and Volusia, and it having come to the knowledge of 
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your comiuittce tliat the mjiuner of distribution oonteiiiplatod in this 
bill under consideration, has been the cause of much dissatisfactiou 
to the inhabitants of both of those counties, they respoclfully recom- 
mend that the matter be placed in the hands of the Jiki;;'o of the 
Circuit Court. They therefore report the accompanjino- bill as a 
substitute for the bill referred to them, and respectfully recommend 
the passage of the same. 

( G. E. UxVAVES, 
Committee. \ ISAAC WELCH, 

( J.McK. BAKER. 
Which report was received, and the substitute adopted. 

OHDEKS OF THE DAY. 

The resolution for adjournment was read, and on motion Avas put 
upon its passage ; 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Dell and Call ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eu- 
banks, HaAes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholson and 
Welch— U. 

Nay — Mr. Baker — 1. 

So said resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled on Act to organize a Fire Insurance Compa-- 
ny in Pensacola, under the name of Pensacola Insurance Company; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and referred the Committee on Corporations. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act amending the char- 
ter of the city of Pensacola for the purpose of extending the powers 
of the city to aid in the construction of the Alabama & Florida Rail- 
road in Florida, approved December 25, 1858 ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a secpnd time by its 
title, and ordered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit trespasses upon Railroad 
land grants ; 

W^as i-ead the first time, rules waived, read the second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Call introduced without previous no- 
tice, the following bills : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the second section of the 
third article of the Constitution of this State ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an Act corjceming Replevin ; 
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AViiicIi was rciiJ tlie first time, rules waived, read a second tiiH» 
by its tittle, and retcrred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 8.^ 
copies ordered to be printed. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of cos> 
by plaintiffs in certain cases, in the Western Judicial Circuit ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit the circnlation in thi- 
State, of foreign bank bills of a less denomination than five dollam: 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on tc - 
riiorrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend the laws now in fooe i i 
this State, relative to ejectment suits ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — .Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Call, Bell, Eubanks, Ilawe •, 
Jones, Lamar, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

Xay— ]\rr. MoCall— 1. 

So said bill passed-^title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Spencer Price, of Levy 
county, to establish a ferry from Number Four on the mainland to 
t^e Western terminus of the Florida Railroad, on Way Key, thence 
across the Bay to the city of Atseena Otie ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to establish a ferry across the Ockla- 
waha river ; 

Was read the second time, rules waived, read a third time by it* 
title and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins^ 
Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholsoa 
and Welch — 14. 

Nays— None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Mary King^ 
to Mary Hancock ; 

Was read a second time, rules waived, read a third time by its ti- 
tle, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, Eubanks, HawM, 
/ones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQuten, Nicholson and Wtlch — 12. 
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Nay — Mr. Baldwin — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Hugh Martiu 
Newsoms, to Hugh Martin Keen ; 

Was read the second time, rules waived, read a third time by its 
title and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker,' Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eu* 
banks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholson and 
Welch— 14. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Alexander Douglas, 
Peter C. Wilkins and Kenneth McCaskell ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund to clear out the Channel of the Ocklawa- 
ha River in this State, for the pupose of improving the navigation 
of the same and other purposes ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Resolution asking information as to the Swamp Lands ; 

Was read and placed upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eu- 
banks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholson 
and Welch — 14. 

Nays — None. 

So said resolution passed — title as stated. 

Mr. Call moved that the resolution be spread upon the Journal 
and a copy of the same be served upon each member of the Internal 
Improvement Board ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Resolved^ That the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
be requested to communicate to the Senate as early as possible, all 
the information in their possession concerning the present condition 
of the Swamp Lands and the fund arising from the sale thereof; and 
in particular, that they inform the Senate what steps have at any 
time been taken for selecting and classifying said lands, what con- 
tracts have been made for that purpose, and with whom, and Kott 
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hr the said contracts have been executed, and that they furnish the 
Senate Avith copies of said contracts. 

Further, That the said Trustees be requested to inform this Sen- 
ate how much, if any moneys have been expended in selecting and 
classifying said lands, and by what authority any such moneys have 
been paid out, and how much is still claimed as due and owning 
from the said Fund for any services rendered under existing contracts 
which have not yet been completed. 

Further^ That the said Trustees do inform this Senate, how much 
if anything is due from the United States for Swamp Lands sold af- 
ter the passage of the Act granting said lands to the State of Flori- 
da, how much has been received from the United States on that ac- 
count, and what obstacles if any prevent the recovery of the remain- 
der. 

The following bills were read the third time, and on motion passed 
over informally : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the law allowing appeals 
from the decisions of the Board of County Commissioners in this 
State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Evidence ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act concerning Dower ; 
and, 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate in 
this State. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Andrew J. Moore and 
Wm. S. Dilworth ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Dell, Eubanks, Hawcs, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, 
Nicholson and Wei':^h — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be ccitiiied to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The rules being waived, the following bills and resolutions were 
introduced without previous notice : 

By Mr. Welch : 

A bill to be entitled an Act authorizing a bridge tax in Walton 
county, together with a petition relative thereto ; 

Which was read the first time, the rules waived, read the second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

By Mr. Keitt : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the City of Ocala ; 

Y/as read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
paorrow. 
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By Mr. Dawkins : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to repeal the 24th Section of an Act 
entitled an Act to provide ibr and encourage a liberal system of In- 
ternal Improvements in this State; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

By Mr. Call : 

Abill to be entitled an Act concerning Pilotage at the Port of 
Fernandina ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
jiorrow. 

Resolutions relative to the Indian River S: St. Johns River Canal; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day, read the first 
ime, rules waived, read a second time by their title, referred to the 
I^ommittee on Internal Improvements, and 80 copies ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, resolutions relative to the several Railroads in this State ; 

Were read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by their 
title and referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements, and 
80 copies ordered to be printed. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize John W. Broxon and 
Isaac Broxon, to assume the management of their own Estates ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act cntitlnd an Act to 
organize the county of Volusia, approved January 29th, 1854 ; 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the dividing line between 
the counties of Putnam and St. Johns ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Rules being waved, Mr. Call introduced the following resolution, 
without previous notice : 

Resolved^ That hereafter none of the rules of the Senate shall be 
waived without the unanimous consent of the Senate, until after the 
orders of the day are through. 

Upon the adoption of which the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. McCall and Dawkins ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Eubanks, 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar and McQueen — 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, McCall, Nicholson and Welch — 
5. 

The Chair decided that the resolution was lost. 
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Mr. Lamar appealed from tlie decision of the Chair ; and 

Upon the question, " Shall the decision of the Chair be sustained ?'' 
/ The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs McCall and Daw- 
kins ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, Hawes, McCall, Nicholson and 
Welch— 6. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Eubanks, Jones, Keitt, Lamar 
and McQueen — 8. 

So the decision of the Chair was not sustained ; and 

The resolution was adoped. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 
o'clock. 



WEDNESDAY, December 1th, 1859. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Keitt^ the reading of yesterday's journal wa* 
dispensed with. 

Mr. Keitt moved to reconsider the vote taken yesterday upon the 
question, " Shall the decision of the Chair be sustained ;" 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Dell and Call ; 

Upon which the vote was : 
^ Yeas — Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Mc- 
Queen, Nicholson and Welch — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Call, Eubanks and Lamar — 3. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. Dell moved that the bill authorizing Samuel Elliott to estab- 
lish a ferry from Atseena Otie to the Westeru terminus of the Flori- 
da Railroad on Way Key, be laid on the table ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce the following bills at 
some future day : 

By Mr. Jones : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the laws in force in this 
State, as to gaming ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the laws of force in this 
State, as to the cruel or unusual punishment of slaves in this States 

By Mr. Baldwin : 
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A bill to be eutitled au Act for the relief of certain paitios hold ' 
ing State Jury and Witness scrip-; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate a Railroad Company 
to be called the Florida k Georgia Railroad Company. 

By Mr. Nicholson : 

A bill to be entitled an Act relative to pleading and practive of 
the Courts of this State ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act prohibiting slaves from hiring their 
own time and for other purposes; 

Pursuant to previous notice the following bills were introduced 
and placed among the orders of the day : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Spencer T. Thomas ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to remove the State Seminary East 
of the Suwannee, to some other more suitable and healthy locality ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act relative to the offices of Sheriff and 
Circuit Court Clerk in the county of Washington ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Edmund N. Everett, of 
AVashington county, to assume the management of his own Estate ; 

A bill to bo entitled an Act to incorporate the Lagoon and Per- 
dido Canal Company ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act amending the Pilot Laws for the Bay 
and Harbor of the city of Pe^s^cola. 

Mr. Baker presented the petition and votichers of Spencer T/ 
Thomas ; 

Which were referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Baker presented resolutions recommending to the Trustees ot' 
the Internal Improvement Fund certain proceedings in regard to 
the several Railroad Companies ; 

Which were received and placed among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report ^ 
Mr. President : 

Sir : — A bill to be entitled ah Act to authorize the Trustees of 
the Internal Improvetnent Fund to clean out the Channel of the Oc- 
lawaha River in this State, fol* the purpose of improving the naviga- 
tion of the sanie ahd other purposes; and, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Spencer Price of Levy 
county, to establish a Ferry from number four on the main land t6 
the western terminus of the Florida Railroad on Way Key, thence 
across the Bay to the city of Atseena Otie. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

ISAAC WELCH, 
Acting Ch'n Com. on Engrossed Bills. 

Which was received and the accompanying bills placed among 
the orders of the day. 

On m?)tion of Mr. Keitt, the bill to be entitled an Act to athorize 
10 
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the Tr.ii^toccs of tlic Internal Inii»rovcmcnt Fund to clortf out the 
(.•hiinnel of the Ocklawaha River in this State, for the purpose of im- 
proving tfjo navijT.ation of the same, and for other purposes ; 

AY as ]»l:r/c<l hack npon its; second rending. 

Tlie Committee on Enrolled bills made the following report: 

The Committee on Enrolled bills report as correctly enrolled, 
A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of Con- 
stable fees for summoning juries of inquest and attendance on the 
same. 

L. C McELVY, Chairman. 

AVhich report was received. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

llc^tsr: of RKTRESKXT^lTIVKri, ) 

Dec., Cth 1850. f 

Hon. JOUN FlNLAYSON> 

President of ike Senrtte : 

Sir : The following trills have this day passed the House, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prevent the killing of Stock iri 
certain cases ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to allow additional compensation to 
County Commissioners; 

A bill to be entitled an A ct to authorize John S. Addison, a minor 
of Marion County, to assume the management of his own Estate ; 

A bill to be entitled atn Act to change the name of George Gibbs 
Smith ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Geo. Frisby; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Allen Gibson ; 

A bill to authorize Minor W. AYalker of Jefferson County, to as- 
sume the management of his own Estate ; 

A bill to be entitled on Act to change the time of holding the 
Circuit Court in tlie Counties of Hamilton and Taylor, in tke Mid- 
dle Judicial Circuit of Florida : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Board of Education 
of the State Seminary West of the Suwannee, to confer Collegiate 
degrees, &c. 

Very Respectfully, 

E. M. GRAHAM. 

. Clerk House Rep. 

Which was read and the accopanying bills placed among the or- 
>iers of the day. 
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OKDERS OF THE DAY. 

A "bill to b3 entitled an Act for tiie rciiof of SpcuCei- T. Tliosnas; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title and referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Keitt. 
Baker and Dell. 

A bill to be entitled an Act amending the pilot laws for tlie Lay 
and Harbor of the City of Pensacola ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Resolution recommending to the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund certain proceedings in regard to the several Rail- 
road companies ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Corporations, and 300 copies or- 
dered to be printed. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Lagoon and Per- 
dido Canal Company ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Edmund N. Everett, of 
Washington county, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act relative to the oflSces of Sherifif and 
Circuit Court Clerk in the county of Washington ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to-* 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to empower John W. Broxon and 
Isaac Broxon to assume the management of their own estates ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act concerning pilotage at the Port of 
Fernandina ; 

On motion, the further reading of the bill was dispensed with, and 
it was passed over informally. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the city of Ocala ; 

On motion, the further reading of the bill was dispensed with and 
the bill referred to the Committee on Corporations. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act amending the char- 
ter of the city of Pensacola, for the purpose of extending %he powers 
of the city to aid in the construction of the Alabama & Florida Rail-r 
road in Florida, approved December 21, 1858 ; 

On motion of Mr. Nicholson it was placed back upon its second 
reading and referred to the committee on Corporations. 
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A bill to be cMititleJ an Act to aiuen J the second Sectioa of the 
third Article of the Con.stitiition of this State; 

Was read a second time, referred to the committee on a Revision 
of the Constitution, and 80 copies ordered to be printed. 

A bill to be entitled an Act ta prohibit the circulation in this State 
, of foreign bank bills of a less denomination than five dollars; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of costs 
by plaintiffs in certain cases, in the Western Judicial Circuit ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to repeal the 24th section of an Act 
entitled an Act to provide for and encourage a liberal System of In- 
ternal Improvements in this State ; 

Was read the second time and referred to the Committee on In- 
ternal Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the dividing line between 
the Counties of Putnam and St. Johns; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to 
organize the County of Yolusia, approved January 29th, 1854 ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eu- 
banks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen and 
Welch— 14. 

Nays — Mr. Nicholson — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the time of holding the 
Circuit Court in the Counties of Hamilton and Taylor, in the Middle 
Judicial Circuit of Florida ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to acthorize the Board of Ed- 
ucation of the State Seminary West of the Suwannee to confer Col- 
legiate degrees ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Allen Gibson ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading en to- 
morrow. 
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House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Minor W. Walker, 
t>f Jefferson County to assume the management of his own estate ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read second and third tim« 
by its title and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson 
«nd Welch — 15. 

Nay — Mr Eubanks — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of George 
Frisby ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to^ 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of George 
Gibbs Smith ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
moiTOW. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize John S. Addison, a 
minor, of Marion county, to assume the management of his own es- 
tate ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading ' on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to allow additional compensation 
to County Commissioners ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to prevent the killing of stock in 
certain cases ; 

W^as read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow, y 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the time of holding the 
Circuit Court in the counties of Hamilton and Taylor, in the Middle 
Judicial Circuit of Florida; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund to clear out the channel of the Ocklawaha 
River, in this State, for the purpose of improving the navigation of 
the same, and for other purposes ; 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Keitt offered the following amendment : 

Provided, Th:;t the same does not conflict with the main object 
of the trust, the interest of the several Railroads now being built in 
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this State and the interest of the holders of the Internal Improve- 
ment Bonds ; 

Which amendment was adopted, and the bill as amended ordcied 
to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to remove the State Seminary East of 
the Suwannee to some more suitable and healthy locality ; 

On motion, the further reading of the bill was dispensed with and 
the bill ordered for a second reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Spencer Price, of Levy 
county, to establish a ferry from Number Four on the mainland to 
the Western terminus of the Florida Railroad on Way Key, thence 
across the bay to the city of Atseena Otic ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Dell, Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, Mc- 
Queen, Nicholson and Welch — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill te be entitled an Act to amend the law allowing appeals 
from the decisions of County Commissioners in this State ; 

The rules being waived, was read a third time by its title and put 
upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, 
Nicholson and Welch — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A\ili to be entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate in 
this State ; 

On motion, the further reading of the bill was dispensed with, 
the bill placed back upon its second reading and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The rules being waived, Mr. McCall introduced without previous 
notice, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Lake City & Su- 
wannee Railroad Company ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Lake City & Su-^ 
^annee Railroad Company ; 
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On motion of Mr. McCall, the farther reading of the bill was dis- 
|)ensed with, and ordered for a second reading on to-morrow. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Nicholson moved that whereas it 
appears that a bill entitled an Act for the relief of J. C. Crosby, late 
Sheriff of Escambia, which was reported favorably to the Senate by 
the Cemmittee on Claims and Accounts on the 13th January last, 
has been mislaid or lost so it cannot be found, ho therefore moves 
that the accounts of said Crosby, be re-referred to the Committee 
on Claims and Accounts that they may report a bill for the same; 

Which was adopted. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Baker moved that the bill to be enti- 
tled an Act for the relief of Gen. Benjamin Hopkins be taken from 
the table and placed among the orders of the day ; 

"Which was adopted, and on motion of Mr. Baker, the bill was 
read the second time and referred to the Committee on Militia. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Baker moved that the Journal of 
yesterday be amended by inserting the Report of the Committee on 
Corporations as to the Alachua and Columbia Railroad bills, and 
also the action of the Senate that said bill was laid upon the table ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The Committee on Corporations to whom was referred the bill to 
incorporate the Alachua and Columbia Railroad Company, beg 
leave to return the same to the Senate, and recommend that the 
same be laid upon the table. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. McROBERT BAKER, 
Ch'n Com. on Corporations. 

Upon motion of Mr. Dell, the Report of the Committee was adop- 
ted and the bill laid upon the table. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 



THURSDAY, December 8th, 185^. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
A quorum present. 

Rev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Dawkins, the reading of yesterday's journal was 
idispensed with. 
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Pursuant to previous notice the following bills were introducecl 
and placed among the orders of the day : 

By Mr. Nicholson : 

A bill to be entitled an Act in addition to and amendatory of the 
several acts concerning Pleading and Practice in civil and criminal 
cases ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prevent insubordination among; 
slaves. 

Mr. Hawes gave notice that he would on some future day ask 
leave to introduce, ^ 

A bill to be entitled an Act to explain and enforce the 16th clause 
of an Act entitled an Act to provide for and encourage a liberal sys- 
tem on Internal Improvements in this State. 

Mr. McQueen presented the petition of sundry citizens of Lafay- 
ette county, praying for the relief of Andrew J. Lanier ; 

Which was received and referred to the Committee on Proposi- 
tions and Grievances. 

Mr. Jones presented resolutions asking aid to improve the naviga-- 
tion of Holmes Creek; 

Which were received and placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lamar from the Committee on Engrossed bills made the fol- 
lowing report : 

Mr. President : 

Sir : — The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the 
following bills as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the dividing line between 
the Counties of Putnam and St. Johns; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit the circulation in this 
State, of Foreign Bank bills of less denomination than five dollars ;' 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of costs 
by plaintiffs, in certain cases in the Western Judicial Circuit ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act amending the Pilot laws for the Bay 
and Harbor of the City of Pensacola ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to empower John W Broxson and Isaac 
Brbnson to assume the management of their own estates ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund to clean out the channel of the Oklawa- 
ha river in this State, for the purpose of improving the navigation of 
the same, and for other purposes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
(Jhm^n Com. on Engrossed Bills. 

Which was received and the accompaning bills placed among the 
ordvcs of the da v. 
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Mr. Call from the Coinniittee on Judiciai"} iiiade the following re- 
port: 

The Coinmittc on th(> Judiciary to v.hom was referred a bill to be 
eutitlcd an Act in relation to Courts of Probate in this State, 

REPORT: 

That they have cxaiiiined the provisions of tlio same and recom- 
mend its passage as amended. 

G. W. CALL, Chairman. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of tlie day. 

Mr. Call from the Committee on Judiciary m:.J'j the following re- 
port : 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred the memorial and 
a'"comp;inying documents of John K. Mitchell, 

REPORT: 

That the papers filed exhibit a case of hardship, doubtless, but 
not one that it is in the power of the General AssLinhiy to redress 
the memorialist must find his remedy if any before t!:a Courts. To 
prevent a reputition of similar complaints. Your Conimittee re- 
commend the passage of the accompanying bill to bo ontitied an Act 
for the recovery of taxes illegally exacted. 

GKv). W. (^ALL, 
From Judiciary Committee. 

Which was received, and the accompanyi:;g bJii pla'od among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call from the Committee on Judiciary made the ft)llowing re- 
port : 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred the bill more 
fully defining the duties of the Tax Ar^sessor ahd Collector of the 
city of Pensacola, recommend that the same (\o pass. 

GKO, W. CALL, . 
From Ju li'iary Committee. 
Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call from the Committee on Judiciary made the following re- 
port : 

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill to" 
be entitled an Act in relation to dower, 

11 
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REPORT: 

That they have exainiued said bill, and m as nmch as its provT- 
.sioiis conflict with a bill on the sjime subject which has already been 
recommended to the favorable consideration of the Senate, they re- 
commend that this bill do not pass. 

GEO. \V. CALL, 
From Judicary Committee. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call from the Committee on Judiciary made the following re- 
port: 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred the Act to pro- 
vide for the attendance of slave witnesses in capital cases, recom- 
mend the passage of the same. 

GEO. W. CALL, 
From Judiciary Committee. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call from the Committee on Judiciitry made the following re- 
port : 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred the bill to be en- 
titled an Act to prohibit trespassed upon Railroad Land Grants, lec- 
'orhmend that the same do pass with the following additional sec- 
tion : 

Section 2. That this Act shall not apply to residents on said 
Lands so as to prohibit them froin using material for domestics pur- 
•poses. 

GEO. W. CALL, 
From Judiciary Comitiittee. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
'the orders of the day. 

Mr. Baldwin from the Comniitte on Internal Improvenients, made 
'the following report : 

Mr. President : 

Sir : — The comiiiitte to whoih was referted, & Resolution relative 
'to the Indian <fe St. Johns riv^r canal } 

And also a Resolution rektive to the deverftl Rail-roads ih this 
State, beg leave to, 

REPORT: 

That ihey have examined the same and in reference to the Reso- 
hition first niaitied, they are of the opinioft that the provision therein 
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proporied, woiikl, if carrieJ out by this Legislature, 1x3 an alteiatioii of 
the Internal Improvement Act such as it has no right to make. And 
in reference to the other Resohition, the Committee are also unan- 
imous in the opinion that a similar objection to it exists. Inasmuch 
as by it, it is proposed to make the Rail-road Companies an actual 
bona fide donation of Lands, which have by the Internal Improve- 
ment Act been placed in trust, and the proceeds of their sale are es- 
pecially appropriated to paying the interest only, on Bonds used by 
the several Railroad Companies, for Ironing and equiping thier re 
spective Roads, which interest, it is contemplated by the Act, wil 
be refunded to the Trustees of the Fund, by these Rail-road Compa 
nies, after their respective Roads have been built and are put ii 
operation, and the stock of the several Companies held by the Tru? 
tees, as surety for the interest paid out of the fund, is also held ii 
trust, to be redemed by the respective Companies ; that is the prop- 
erty of the Companies put in pledge with the Trustees and cannot 
be disposed of by the Legislature or Trustees, except in the maniK^r 
provided m said Internal Improvement Act. 

The provisions of these Reso-htions, therefore ^^e not, in the opin- 
ion of your Committee, consistont with the spirit and letter of the 
Act to provide for and encourage a liberal System, of Internal Im-. 
provements in this State. 

Therefore, they recommend that these Resolutioj^Si do not pass. 
Respectfiillv submitted, 

A. S. BALDWIN. 
From Committee of Internal Improvements. 

Which was received, and the accompaning Resolutions placed; 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call from the Committee an Judiciary m.ac^e. the following re^. 
port: 

The Juditiary Committee to. whom was referred! the bill entitle^ 
an Act concerning replevin, recommend its passage. 

GEO. W. CALL, 
From Judiciary Committee. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among* 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call from the Committee on Judiciary made the following re- 
port : 

The Judiciary Committee to whona was referred the bill entitled 
nn Act amendatory of the several Acts in force in this State in ref- 
erence to costd in suits at Law and in Eijuity, in the sevens Courts 
in ibis State, recom^e^d tha>t said bill do not pass. 

GEO. W. CALL, 
ffom JHdiciary Committee. 
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Whioli was received, ftml the accoinpanying bill pla"ced. flmeng' 
tlie orcier?^ of the day. 

Mr. Call from the Comraittce on Judiciary made the following re- 
port: 

The Jivliciary Comraittce to whom was referred the bill entitled' 
an Act authorizing a bridge tax in Walton county, 

REPORT : 

That the same is a local bill to which there arc no objections, ^ud 
recommend its passage. 

GEO. W. CALL, 
From Judiciary Committee. 

"Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 

the orders of the duj. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate ip 
-this State ; 

Was read the second time, rules waived, read a third time and 
put upon its.pai^sage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawldns, Dell, En- 
banks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and 
Welch— 13. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to dower ; 

Was read the second time, and on motion, was indefinitely post- 
poned. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the recovery of taxes illegally ex- 
acted ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act anthorizing a bridge tax in Walton 
county ; 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Lamar ofFerrd the following amendment : 

Strike out " fifty per centum," and add " twenty-five per centum f 

Which was adopted, and the bill as amended, ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 
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A bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit trespasses upon Railroad 
land grants ; 

Was read the second time ; 

The amendment offered by the Judiciary Committtee adopted, 
and the bill as amend ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the attendance of slave 
witnesses in capital cases ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act more fully defining the duties of Tax 
Assessors and Collectors ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to bo engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Resolution relative to the Indian River & St. Johns River Canal : 

Was read the second time, and on motion passed over informally. 

Resolution relative to the several Railroads in this State ; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act amendatory of the several acts of force 
in this State in reference to costs in suits at law and in equity, in 
the several Courts of this State ; 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Keitt moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed; 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs Dell and Lamar ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Dawkins, Jones and Keitt — 3. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Eubanks, Haw es. 
Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 11. 

So said motion was lost. 

On motion, the bill was passed over informally. 

A bill to be entitled an Act concerning Replevin; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the time of holding 
the Circuit Court in the counties of Hamilton and Taylor, in the 
Middle Judicial Circuit; 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an' Act to authorize the Board of Educa- 
tion of the State Seminary West of the Suwannee, to confer Colle- 
giate degrees ; 

Was read the second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Schools and Colleges. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Georsre 
<3ibbs Smith.; 
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Wa» f€ad the second time and ordered for a third reading on to* 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief Allen Gibson ; 

Was read the second time, apd referred to the Committee on 
Claims apd Accounts. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize John S. Addison, a; 
minor of Marion county, to assume the management of his own es- 
tate ;■ 

Was read the second time, rules waived, read a third time and 
put upon its passage ; 

\jpon which the vote was : 

Yeaflc — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call,. Dawkins, Hawes, 
Jones, Keitt, Larniar, McCall, McEJvy, McQueen, Nicholson and 
Welch— 12. 

Nay— Mr. Eubanks — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to. be entitled an Act to allow additional compensation, 
to County Comnaissioners ; 

Was read the second time a»d ordered for a third reading on to-. 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to. remove the St^te Seminary East of: 
the Suwannee,, to some more suitable and healthy locality ; 

Was read a second time and referred *to the Committee on Schools 
and Colleges.. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prevent the l^illing of stock in cer- 
tain cases ; 

Was read the second time and referred tathe Committee on Ju- 
diciary. 

A bill to be entitled an Act relative to the oflSces of Sheriff and. 
Circuit Court Clerk in the County of Washington ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a thir4 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorise Edmund N, Everett, of 
Washington county, to assume the management of his own estate; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. McCall moved that the rules be waived that he might intro- 
duce a bill without previous notice, and that the Senators from Nas- 
sau and Gadsden be included in the motion ; 

Which was adopted and the bills placed among the orders of tlie 

By Mr. McCall: 

j^ bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Daniel Newjifto Cone, a 
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Wiinor of Columbia county, to assume the mariitgement of his own 
estate. i 

By Mr. McElvy : 

A bill to be entitled an Act tb change the litie between Gadsden 
and Liberty counties. 

By Mr. Call : 

A bill to be entitled an Act still further defining the duties of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund. 

The rules being waived Mr. McCall made the following report : 
Mr McCall from the committee on the Militia, reports back to 
the Senate, an Act for the relief of Benjamin Hopkins, and recom- 
mends the passage of the bill. 

W. W. McCALL, 
Chairman of the Committee on Militia. 

Which was received and the accompanying bills placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The rules being waived, Mr. McQueeh moved that the petition 
and vouchers of Spencer T. Thomas, be transferred from the Commit- 
tee on Claims and Accounts, to the select Committee of three ap- 
pointed on yesterday to examine a bill entitled an Act for the re- 
lief of the said Spencer T. Thomas ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to Incorporate the Lagoon and Per- 
dido Canal Company ; 

Was read a second time by its title and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Corporations; 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of George 
Frisby ; 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the dividing line between 
the Counties of Putnam and St. Johns; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eu- 
banks, Hawes, Jones^ Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nich- 
olson and Welch — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act amending the Pilot Laws for the Bay 
and Harbor of Pensacola ; 

Was read a third time and put upon ite passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 
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. Yeas — Mf. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkina, EubanJcs^ 
fiawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, NicholsoD 
and Welch— 14. 

Nays — none. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of costs- 
by plaintifis in certain cases in the Western Judicial Circuit; 

Was read the third time, and on motion was placed back upon 
its second readinc^ ; 

Upon which Mr. Dawkins offered the following amendment : 

Strike out the word " reserve" and insert tne word " recover" in 
its place. 

Which amendment was agreed to, and the bill as amended, or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to empower John W. Broxon and 
Isaac Broxon to assume the management of their own estates; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Hawes^ 
Jones. Keitt, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Dell, Eubauks, and Lamar — 3. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representar 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund to clear out the channel of the Oclawaha 
river in this State, for the purpose of improving the navigation of 
the same, and for other purposes ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Call, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, McElvy, 
McQueen and Welch — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks, Lamar and Nicholson — 5 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Resolution asking aid to improve the navigation of Holmes Creek ; 

Was read the first time, rules waved, read a second time by its ti- 
tle, and ordered to be engrossed for a thiad reading on to-morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned untill 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. ' 
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FRIDAY, December 9th, 185». 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A qnornm present. 

licv. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion, the reiadii^.i^ of yesterday^s journal was dispensed with: 

Mr. McCall moved to waive the rules, so that the Lake Oity and 
Suwannee Railroad Company bill might be read a second time hj 
its titlf^ and referred to the Committee on Corporations ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The Committee on Militia made the following majority report : 

The Committee on the Militia to whom has been referred a bill 
for the relief of Benjamin Hopkins, ask leave to 

REPORT, 

That they have had the same unde!^ consideration, and find noth- 
ing materially different from the Report made by the Committee oil 
Claims and Accounts the last Session^ which they herewith presentf 
as embodying the views of your Committee as full as anything we 
can present. 

We herewith present the report of the Committee on Claims and 
Accounts, reported at the last Session of the General Assenibly, tc» 
wit: The Committee on Claims and Accounts to whom has been rc» 
ferred a resolution for the relief of Benjamin Hopkins, jsk leave to 
Report, that the/ have had the same under consideration, and find 
in the Acts of 1852-53, a joint resolution of the General Assembly, 
authorizing the payment of one hundred and fifty dollars per month 
to Benjamin Ilopkins, while in actual service, and find also in Gov- 
ernor Brown's message to the General Assembly of the same Sessiouj . 
that Gen. Hopkins was called into services as the Special Agent of 
the State, and had not more than forty men in the service at any 
time, and we are informed and believe that the compensation al- 
lowed tc Special Agents called into the service of the State, since 
the date that Gen. Hopkins' term expfred, has been fixed at three 
dollars per day, with other and actual necessary expenses by the 
Governor of this State, while Gen. Hopkins received for the same 
kind of service five dollars per day. 

Your Committee are further of the opinion that to allow Gen. 
Hopkins the pay of Major General would be adopting a precedent 
for all persons who have been called into the service of the State, oi* 
who may hereafter be called in as Special Agent to be entitled to' 
tke same pay that the said Gen. Hopkins would receive, which in 
the opinion of your Committee would be detrimental to the best 
interest of the State; Your Committee are of the opinion that Gen.' 
13 
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JTopkiVis )ias rcccivtjd M) ^dmpcnsation for the services rendore^^ 
t1^6y therefore recommend that the resolution do not pass. 

Your Committee will say further, that if Gen. Hopkins had been 
vailed into the service of the State as Major General, they would 
readily recommend his being paid as such, but as he was not, we 
believe that he has had full compensation for his services; we there- 
fore recommend the bill do not pass. 

J. W. McQtJEEN, 
P. DELL} 
W. J* KEIIT, 
Which was received and read. 

Mr. Baker from the Committee on Corporations, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committee on Corporations to whom was refeared a bill to in- 
corporate the town of Ocala, have h^l the same under consideration 
and recommend its passage. 

J. McROBERT BAKER, 
Chairman Com. on Corporations. 

Which was read and the accompaning billj placed among the or- 
<iers of the day. 

Mr. Baldwin from the Committee on Corporations, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committee on Corporations to whom was referred a bill to be 
Entitled an Act to incorporate the Lake City and Suwannee Rail- 
road Company^ 

REPORT^ 

That they have had the sande under cdnsideratiou, and report it 
back and recommend its passage as recommended. 

A. S. BALDWIN, 
Of the Com. on Coiporations. 

Which report was received and the accompaning bill placed 
among the oders of the day. 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report : 

The Committe on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the attendance of slaves; 

Resolution asking aid to improve the navigation of Holmes 
Creek ; 

A bill to be eiitiiled an Act more fiilly defining the duties of Tax 
Assessor & Collector in the city of Pensacola; 

Resolution relative to tbe several Rail-roads in this State ; 
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A bill to be entitled ad Act authorizing a Bridge Tax irt Wat' 
ton county ; 

A bill to be entitle an Act to prohibit Tresspasses on Rail-road 
land grants; 

A bill to be "entitled an Act authorizing Edward Everett to a*- 
»ume the management of his own property. 

RcspccQ^'ully submitted, 

A. W. NICHOLSON, 

Act. Ch'n. 

Which was read and the accorapaning bills placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

The following Message from the House of Representatives was r«- 
(eived ; 

House of Refreskxtativeb, ) 
Dec. 8, 1859. f 

Uos. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate ! 

^S?tr :—^The Plouse of Representatives have passed the following 
bills, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Supreme Court te> 
establish rules in Chancery Practice ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the payment of the Florida Vol- 
unteers called into service under the requisition of the Governor of 
this State, for services rendered previous to their being Mustered in, 
daring the years 1855-6; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the laws of this State rela- 
ting to Divorce ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to records ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to require physicians and Surgeons 
to file certified copies of their Diplomas ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to unite the Offices of Judge of Pro- 
bate and Clerk of the Circuit Court in Volusia County ; 

A resolution for the relief of the Comptroller of the State ; 

A resolution relative to the oflSce of Register of the United States 
Lands at Tallahassee. Also Senate bills : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, of 
La&yette County ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act allowing two Judges of the Supreme 
Court to hold a Court in the absence of the third Judge. 
Very Respectfully, 

E. M, GRAHAM, 
Clerk House Representatives. 

Which was read and the accompanying bills placed among the ofv- 
^ers of the day, and the Senate bills ordered to be enrolled. 
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The following inessago was receivod from the House of Repreaet- 
tativcs : ^ 

House of Representatives, ) 
December 7th, 1859. ) 
Hon* John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir .' — The House of Representatives has this day passed the fc> 
lowing bills, viz I 

Senate bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the prin 
ted A'-': entitle! an Act to incorporate the city of Lake City; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to empower Susan M. Croom, a:..! 
nor of Loon county, to assume the management of her own estatv : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to empower William W. Tucker, -. 
minor of Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own es- 
tate; 

A bill to bo entitled an Act to change the name of Andrew J. 
Revclls, of Madison county, to that of Andrew J. Duncan; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to empower David Franklin Houck 
^o assume the management of his own estate; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to empower Charles Maltby -West, e 
minor of Leon county, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to require Justices of the Peace to 
jgive bond ; 

' A bill to bo entitled an Act repealing certain Acts passed in rela- 
.jtion to the county officers of Calhoun county ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prevent the unnecessary use of fire- 
arms in the State of Florida on the Sabbath day. 
Very Respectfully, 

E. M. GRAHAM, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 

Which were read, and the accompanying bills placed among tbt 
prders of the day, and the Senate bill ordered to be enrolled. 

Mr. Baker moved that the bill to refer the bill entitled an Act for 
Jhe relief of Spencer T. Thomas, and the petition as to the same, be 
jpeferred back again to the Senate, and placed among the present or- 
4ers of the day ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

ORDERS OF TH? DAY. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Supreme Court 
to establish rules in Chancery practice ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
inorrow. 

House bill to be entitled ai^ Act for tho pajmeat of the Florida 
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Volunteers, called into service under the requisition of the Governor 
X)f this State, for services rendered previous to their being mustered 
in, during the ycais 1855-66; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
taorrow* 

House bill to be entitlcd"an Act tb require Physicians and Sur- 
;geons to file certified copies of their Diplomas; 

Was read the first time and ordered lor a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend the kws of this State 
delating to Divorce; 

Was read the firijt time and ordered for a second reading on to* 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act in relation to records; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrows 

House bill to be entitled an Act to unite the ofiices of Judge of 
Probate and Clerk of the Circuit Court in Volusia county ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to 
fiiorrow, • 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the recovery of taxes illegally ex, 
2acted ; 

On motion, "was passed over informally. 

House resolution for the relief of the Comptroller of this State; 

Was read and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks, Hawes, 
Jones, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, >i'icholson and Welch — 12. 

Nays — nonc\ 

So said resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Reprosenta- 
tives. 

House resolution relative to the office of Register of^U* S* Lands, 
»t Tallahassee; 

Was road and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yea-— Mr. Nicholson — 1. 

Nays— Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks, Hawes, 
Jones, McElvy, McQueen and Welch — 10, 

So said resolution was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of [^Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of GreorgQ 
abbs Smith ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote w^ : 
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Yens — Messre. Bf^er, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks, Hawes,, 
Jones, McCal], McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson fipd Welch— ^12. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Hpuse bill to be entitled an Act to allow additional compensation 
to County Commissioners ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Eubanks,^ Jones, ReitC, 
McQueen and Nicholson — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Dell, McCall, McElvy and Welch — 4. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of George 
Frisby ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dell, Eubanks, Jones, Keitt, Mc- 
Elvy, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

N^iy — Mr. Dawkins — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the time of holding 
the Circuit Court in the counties of Hamilton and Taylor, in the 
Middle Judical Circuit of Florida ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, 
Eubanks,. J^wies, Keitt, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — • 
12. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated.. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House, of Sepresentar 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Daniel Newnap Cone, s^. 
minor, of Columbia couty, to assume the management of his own es- 
tate; 

Was read the first time and ordered fo;* a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act tQ change the line between Gads- 
den and Liberty counties ; 

Was read the first time, rules w^ved, read the second ^me by it* 
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tdtl<(, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Benjainin Hopkins; 
and others ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prevent insubordination among 
slaves ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a sec6iid time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Propositions and Grievances, 

A bill to be entitled an Act in addition to and amendatory of the 
Hoveral acts concerning Pleading and Practice in civil and criminal 
cases; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second time by ite 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an Act still further defining the duties of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements and 80 
copies ordered to be printed. 

A bill to be ei^titled an Act to incorporate the City of Ocala ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow- 

Mr. Baker moved that the letter of the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Corporations to the Attorney General, and his response to the 
same be placed upon the records as part of the previous report of 
the Committee on Corporations, and that the opinion therem con- 
tained is hereby sanctioned and approved ; 

Which motion was adopted. 



Attobnby Gxicsral's Office, ) 
Tallahassbb, December, 8th, 1859; ) 

Hon. J. AtcRoBERT Baker, 

Chm'n Senate Com. on Corporations : 

Sir : — In response to the enquiries contained in your leltei- of 
yesterdays date, I have to state that in my opinion it is necessary 
before the Legislature is authorized to pass an Act pf Incorporation, 
liiat public notice should be given in one or more newspapers in the 
State, for at least three months, immediately preceding the Session, 
at which the same may be applied for, and that the Session contem- 
plated, is not an adjourned Session but one following an election for 
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nembers of tlic Gerierdl Assembly. I am also of opinion that 
amendents to acts of Incorporation, fall within the same rule. 
Very respectfully, 

M.D.PAPY. 



Senats Chambbb, ) 
TaIlahassee Fla., D^c. 7th 1869. ) 

Hon M. D. Papy : 

Atty Gen 1 State of Florida, 

Present ; 

Dear Sir : — Several bills have teen referred to the Committer 
on Corporations in which the following legal questions arise : 

1st. Is it legally necessary to advertise as to Charter Acts of In- 
corporation &c., before each Session of the Legislature. 

2nd. If legally necessary, must not and does not each required ad- 
vertisement refer to the tirst Session of the 7th, 8th or 9lh Legisla- 
ture, as the case may be, and will such an advertisement, before an 
adjourned Session of the Legislature, bo in compliance with the law, 

8rd. Does not the law equally apply to amendments too, as to^ 
original Charters. 

Your reply will oblige myself and the members of the Commit 
tee* 

Very respcctfnllv, 

J. McROBERT BAKER, 
Chm'n of the Com. on Corporations. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to [incorporate the Lake City & Sq- 
ivannee Railroad Company ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed as amend* 
ed, for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of costs' 
by plaintiffs in certain cases in the Western Judicial Circuit; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks^ 
Jones, Keitt, McElvy, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Call and McQueen — 2. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represent*-' 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act repealing certain acts passed in 
relation to the county officers of Calkoun county ; 
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Was read the first time, atid on motion, was passed over infor- 
mally. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to prevent the unnecessary use 
of tire-arms in tlie State of Florida on the Sabbath day ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to require Justices of the Peace 
to give bond ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to allow William W. Tucker, of 
Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Andrew 
J. Revells, of Madison county, to that of Andrew J. Duncan ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to empower Susan M. Croom, a 
n)inor, of Leon county, to assume the management of her own es- 
t :te; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
I tie and ordered for a third reading on to morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to empower David Franklin 
Ilouck to assume the management of his own estate; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and ordered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to empower Charles Maltbie 
West, a' minor, of Leon county, to assume the management of his 
■ own estate ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and ordered for a third reading on to morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an an Act to provide for the attendance of 
slave witnessses in capital cases ; 

Was read the second time and passed over informally. 

A bill to be entitled an Act more fully defining the duties of Tax 
Assessors and Collectors for the City of Pensacola ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Eu- 
banks, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 11. 

Nay— Mr. Dell— 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

13 
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A bill to te entitled an Act to prohibit trespasses upon Railroad 
Land (i rants ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its pjtssage; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Eu- 
banks, Jones, Keitt, McC^ueon, Nicholson and Welch — 11. 

Xay-— Mr.Dell— 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an iVct to authorize Edward N. Everett of 
Washinirton County, to assume the management of his own estate; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker; Baldwin, Call, Dell, Jones, 
Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

Nay— Mr. Eubanks— 1; 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act authorizing a Bridge Tax in Walton 
i 'ounty ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Eubanks, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 12.' 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Resolution relative to the several Rail-roads in this State ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was ; 

Yeas — Messrs Baker, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Keitt and McQueen-^ 

6; 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Eubanks, Nicholson and 
Welch— 5. 

So said resolution passed — title as stated ; 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

Resolution asking aid to improve the navigation of Holmes Creek } 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was ; 
. Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, Eubanks, Jonfes, 
Keitt. McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin and Dell — 2. 
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So said resolution passed — titled as stated. 

Ordered that the same be oertitied to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled nn Act for tlie relief of S|>cneer T. Thomas : 

Was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Call, the furtlier rcadinir of tlie bill >vas dis- 
pensed with, 

Mr. Call moved a call of the House ; 

The roll I einir called, the follo.wi no: members aii^svcred to tlicir 
names : 

Messrs. Baker, Call, IXawkins, Dell, Eubanks, Jones, Keitt, ^Ic- 
Queen, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

There beino- «o quorum present, 

Mr. Call moved tl»at the Seio-eaiit-ai-Arms be sent iWr t]io absen- 
tees, pending wJiieh a quorum appeared, and on motioti of Mr. ('al.', 
the further procetidin^-s on the eall were dispensed with ; and 

The bill ordered to be engrossetl for a third readinof on to-morrow. 

On motion, the Senate a<ljourn(Ml nntil to-morrow morninij lo 
o'clock. 



SATURDAY, December, 10th, 18o9.. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the further reading of yesterday's jour- 
nal was dispensed with, and the journal corrected and approved. 

)Mr. Baldwin moved that a b'll to be entitled an Act to provide 
for the disposal of lands granted by Congress to the State of Florida, 
to aid in the construction of certain Railroads, which was laid on the 
table on the 14th of January, 1850, be taken up and placed among 
the orders of thr- day. 

Mr. Lamar moved to lay the motion on the table ; 

Which motion was lost. 

The question was then taken upon the motion of Mr. Baldwin ; 

Which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Keitt, the vote taken upon the motion of ^Ir. 
Baldwin was reconsidered : 

Mr. Call moved to amend by adding " and that the first resolution 
for adjourning on the lYth inst., be and the same is hereby rescind- 
ed." 
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Mr. BakeV hioved to amend as follows : 

That it is tlie opinion of this House that the subject matters con- 
tained within the Act, are within the province of the Judicial and 
not the Legislative branch of the (iovernmont. 

Mr. Call moved the adoption of the amendment of Mr. Baker, as 
a substitute for the motion of Mr. Baldwin. 

Mr. McCall moved that the original motion of the Senator from 
Duval, together with the amendments and substitute be made the 
special order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. Dell moved that the original motion and the substitute and 
amendments be laid upon the the table ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Dell and 
Lainar ; 

Upon which the vote wiis ; 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Call, Dell, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen 
and Nicholson — 7. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Daw^klns, Eubanks, Hawes, McC'all 
and Welch— 7. 

So said motion w^as lost. 

The question was then taken upon the motion of Mr. McCall ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall 
and Call ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, llawes, Jones, 
McCall,, Nicholson and Welch — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Call, Dell, Eubanks, Keitt, Lamar and Mc 
Queen — 7. 

So said motion was adopted. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Baldwin introduced a resolution 
for the reluif of certain' parties holding State witness and Jury scrip ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lamar moved that the Senator from Alachua, be excused 
from attendance for the balance of Session ; 

On which the yeas and navs were called for by Messrs. Call and 
McCall ; 

Upon wdiich the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messi's. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Hawses, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen and Nicholson — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Call, Eubanks and Welch — 3. 

So said motion wjis adopted. 

Mr. Baker moved that he be excused from attendance for the bal- 
ance of the Session ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Call and 
McCall ; 

Upon which the vote was : 
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Yeas — Messrs. Dell, Eubanks, Hawes, Keitt, Lamaf, McQueeti^ 
Nicholson and Welch — 8. 

Navs — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkias, Jones and 
-McCall— C, 

So said motion was adopted. 

Mr. McQueen moved to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday 
•on the passage of the House Resolution relative to the office of llecc- 
istor of IT. vS. Lands at Tallalmssee; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McC^all 
and Baker; 

Upon which tfee vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Kubanks, Ilavves, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson and AVelch — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Dawkins and McCall — 3. 

So said motion was ado])tcd. 

Mr. Lamar n^oved that a Committee of three be appointed to wait 
on the House of Representatives and asked the return of a llousi^. 
resolution relative to the otii(^e of Reiifister of U. S. Lands at Talhi- 
Iiassee, and which was -certified to the House as rejected by \h>: 
Senate ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Whereupon t!ie Chair appointed Messrs. Lamar, Del! and ,M" 
<ciueen on said Comiwitteo. 

Mr. Lamar moved that a C^^mmittee of three be appointed to \v;iit 
on the Attovriey General and obtain from him a bill whicli was re- 
ferred to him for his opinion entitled an Act to amend an Act, enti- 
tled an Act to allow free persons of Afric-an descent to cho<!se tlioir 
own masters and become slaves, a}>proved Jan, 15, 1850 ; 

Which n>otion was adopted; and 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Lamar, Dell and Call on said (Jom- 
mittee. 

The committee appointed to v/ait upon the House of Represent a- 
tives to ask the return of a House resolution^ relative to the otH'?o of 
Register of U. S. Lands, at Tallahassee, and which was certiiio'l !•» 
the House j^s rejected by the Senate, appeared and re[K:)rled th?it: 
they had pertbrmed that duty an<l vrere dischariijed, 

A committee ti*om the House, eonsi<tin,o; of Messrs. Tnixram, Rol>- 
inson and Wignins appeared and returned the House resoulutio!i i"- 
lative to the otKce of Reici-^ter of L^, S, Lands at Talhihas^^ jc. 

The committee appointed to wait oh the Attorney <ienera', to '.:>- 
tain from him a bill which w:is referre"! to him for his opinion, .en- 
titled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to allow free peisou j 
of African descent, to choose tlieir own Masters and become slaves. 
approved January 15th, 1859, appeared and reported that they ha«. 
performed thai duty and were discharged. 

The following Messnge fix)ra his Excellency the Governor wa: r- 
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ceiyed and read, and on motion, 100 copies ordered to be printed r 

Executive Department, 
Tallahassee, December 9tb, 1859. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I submit herewith the official Report of Col. John W. Pearson, 
who was appointed by me Disbursing Agent to discharge the debts 
and liabilities of the State, incurred in suppressing Indian hostilities 
in the year 1856. I negotiated a loan for the State, through the 
agency of Col. Pearson, in the cities of Charlestcm and Savannah, 
for two hundred and forty one thousand three hundred dollars, 
(241,300 00,) payable in twelve months, which will be due in Ap- 
ril, 1860. The State realized in cash fiom said loan, two hmndred 
and twenty-two thousand and fifteen dollars, (222,015 00,) and has 
disbursed one hundred and ninety-three thousand three hundred and 
thirty-one dollars, (193,331 00,) leaving a cash balance of twenty- 
eight thousand six hundred and eighty-four dollars, (28,684 00,) as 
per report of the Disbui^ing Agent, to which your attention is re- 
spectfully invited. The abstracts and 'vouchers for the unpaid 
claims referred to in the report of the Agent, have been placed in 
his hands, with instruction to pay the same. In this connection I 
would call your attention to the fact, that no claims for services 
rendered prior to the mustering in of the several copipanies have 
been paid. In peverai instances companies were organized on the 
first outbreak of the Indians, without awaiting orders, and promptly 
marched to the defence of the unprotected citizens, who were being 
massacreed by the savages, and actiUally perfornjed active and ardu- 
ous service, for which they have not been paid. Thi^ service wa^ 
recognized and approved by the Executive, but; the Agent has not 
felt authorized to pay from the day of enrolment, but from the date 
of mustering in, in accordance with the army regulations of the U. 
S. I would ref^j.vctfuliy recommend that the several companies of 
State troops be paid from the date of enrollment, upon satis^factory 
proof being made that* they did actually perform actiye service in 
suppressing Indian hostilities. The act " to provide for the pay- 
ment of the debts of the State," approved Dec. 27, 1856, autliprized 
the issuance of ^\e hundred tho'isand dollars ($500,000 00) of bonds, 
in the name and behalf of the State, for the payment of the debts of 
the State, or so many thereof as may be necessary, conditioned, how- 
ever, that the said bonds should be sold at their par value, or hy- 
pothecated lor the payment of a loan to the State, to be negotiated 
on the most practicable terms. It was questioned hy capitalists 
whether the power to hypothecate carried with it the right to sell 
the bonds upon the failure of the State to pay the loan at maturity, 
and I was unable either to sell the bonds at their par value, or to 
negotiate a loan upon them by hypothecation. This fact was com- 
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municated by me to tlie Legislature, and the difficulty removed by 
" an act in addition to an act to provide for the payment of tho 
debts of the State," approved January 15, 1859, empowering the 
Governor to stipulate for the sale of the bonds hypothecated, or s6 
many thereof as may be found necessary, at their fair market value, 
to meet the debt at maturity, in tho event the same shall not be 
otherwise provided for. 

It has always been claimed, and I believe never denied, that the 
duty of suppressing Indian hostiUties devolved upon the General 
Government, and that Government had long ago endeavored to ef- 
fect their removal, and assumed the right to permit them to remain 
in the State, and withdrew the protection which tho people had a 
right to expect. On the breaking out of hostilities the people on the 
frontier, for want of the protection which it was the duty of the 
Federal Government to give, found it necessary to embody them- 
selves, and perform the service which the exigencies of the times im- 
posed upon them, and in doing so they had to abandon their usual 
occupations, and suffer all tho privations incident to an exposed 
frontier life. Under these circumstances, the State felt it due to her 
own citizens to provide for their payment, relying on the justice of 
the General Government to refund to her the amount which she felt 
it her duty to pay. 

The j^sfiice of such a demand cannot rightfully be disputed, and 
it is hoped will at once be recognized. I therefore recommend that 
the General Assembly will, either by memorial or resohitions, or 
such other mode as they deem best, request of Congress the passing 
of a law refunding to ihe State the amount she has expended. 

The loan made by the State to enable her to pay the just claims 
of her citizens falls due in April next, for the payment of which 
three hundred and forty-six thousand dollars of the bonds of the 
State ($346,000 00,) have been hypothecated, by virtue of authority 
in me vested by the above recited acts, and as the Federal Govern- 
ment may fail to refund in time the amount thus advanced by the 
State, I would recommend that the Governor be authorized to sell, 
at their fair market value, so many of the bonds as may be found 
necessary to pay the loan at maturity, rather than permit them to 
be thrown upon the market at the option of the parties holding them, 
in the event of the payment not being otherwise provided for. 
Very respectfully, 

M. S. I^ERRY. 
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[copy.] 

Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 30th, 1859. 

To his Excellency f Gov. Perry : 

Dkar Sir : I herewith transmit to you a statement, together with 
my account current with the State of Florida as Disbursing Agent 
in the settlement of militia claims for services rendered in the year 
1856; 

I received from the State in cash, $222,015 00 

I have paid claims to the amount of. . . .$193,331 00 
C'ddi balance on hand ready to pay over, 28,084 00 

$222,015 00 

I refer to account current, with vouchers, for proof. The Pay 
Rolls show the amount of nearly 81,800 which is yet unpaid, owing 
to the fact that the parties performing the service for which it is due 
have deceased and no representatives have qualified as executors or 
administrators to receipt for the sanio. The abstracts and vouchers 
of Captains Hooker, E. T. Kendrick, Addison and Parker's Compa- 
nies, for transportation, d:c., have not been placed in my hands for 
disbursement, consequently they are not 'paid. I have no means of 
knowing the amount, as 1 have not been able to see abstracts and 
vouchers. 

Very respectfully, your ob't serv't, 

J. W. PEARSON, 

Disbursing Agent. 

[copy.] 

J. W. Pearso??, in account wifh State of Florida. 

Dr. 

To cash rec'd from Bank of Charleston, $92,000 00 

To cash rec'd from Peoples* Bank, 46,000 00 

To cash received from the Peoples' Bank, 12,880 00 

To cash rec'd from S. "W. R. R. Bank, 46,000 00 

To cash reed from Merchant's & Planter's Bank, 25,136 00 

222,016 00 



To balance, $29,029 84 

LesF additional allowance account omitted, 345 00 



$28,684 84 
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Tallahassee, Dec. 2d, 1859. 
I hsiVe Compared ^th this account the abstract of disbursements 
on account of transportation, &c., and find that the Pay- Master is 
entitled to 9345 more than is embraced in this account. 

I also find the account to correspond with abstracts of disburse- 
ments to StafiT Officers, &c., and persons employed in the Quarter- 
toaster's Department. The proper amounts are as follows : 
Transportation, <&c., #17,891 95 

StafiT Officers, <&c., 12,341 49 

Quarter-Master men^ 710 33 

HUGH ARCHER, 

Qtmrtermaster General. 

I have compared the Paj Rolls with the above (except $12,341. 
49, 0710 33 and $17,546 95) and find them to correspond. 

C. H. AUSTIN, 
Dec. 2, 1859; Paymaster, 

14 
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Mr. Baldwin pi'cscntcd the petition of sundry citizens, dplpoging 
*tlie passage of a bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to al- 
low free persons of African descent, to choose their own Masters 
'and become slaves^ approvce January 15th 1859 ; and, 

Mr. Call presented a copy of the Jacksonville Standard, which 
copy and petition Were placed with the bill, among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Call from thd Coniraittee on Judiciary made the following re- 
port : 

The Judiciary Coitimittee to whond Vas referred the bill entitled 
an Act to organize the Court of Vice Chancellor, beg leave to 

REPORT, 

That they have examined the said bill, and it does not meet with 
the approbation of a majority of the committee; they have prepared 
a substitute entitled an Act providing for the ajipointment of Vice- 
Chancellor, which they recommend to the Senate, if any legislation 
is had on the subject. 

GEO. W. CALL, 
from JudiciJiry Committee. 

Whicb was received and the accompanying bill placed amdng the 
orders of the day. 

Mr: Baker from the Committee on Corporations made the follow- 
ing report : 

The Committee on Corporatidns to whom was referred the bill 
entitled an Act to amend an Act amending the charter of the city 
oi Pensacola, for the purpose of extending the powers of the city td 
aid in the construction of the Alabama and Florid^l Railroad in Flor- 
ida,- approved Dec. 21, 1868, 

REPORT: 

That ^ri applicatic/n for an amendment to the city charter was 
regularly advertised thfee mbnths oefore the 4th Monday in Novem- 
ber, 1858, and the amendment regularly passed this bill is to cor- 
rect an error in the bill passed last winter, and is constitutionally- 
covered by the first advertisement ; it has also been advertised three 
months previous to this time. Your Committee recommend its pas- 
sage; 

J. McROBERT BAKER, Chairman. 

Which was received, and the accompaQying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Baker frorti the Conmaittee on Corporations, made the foHow- 
ing report : 
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Tlie Cominitteo on Corporations K) whom was referred resolu- 
tions recommending tx) the Trustees of tlie Internal Improvement 
Fund, certain proceedings in regard to the several Rail-road Com 
panics, 

REPORT: 

That there are no objections to the passage of said resolutions, but 
on the contrary they believe, that their adoption would tend to make 
the several Rail-road oflScers more vigilant and careful of the rights 
pf the State. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. McROBERT BAKER, 
Ch'n Com. on Corporations. 

Which report was received and the accompaning resolution 
placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lamar from the Committee on Internal Improvements made 
the following report : 
Mr. President : 

Sir : — The Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an Act to repeal the 24th section of an Act entitled an Act to pro- 
vide for and encourage a liberal system of Internal Improvements in 
this State, beg leave to 

REPORT, 

That they have had the same uncl^r consideration, and recom^ 
that the bill do not pa*s. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Chm'n Com. on Internal Improvements. 
Which was received and the accompaning bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Baldwin from the Committee on Schools and Colleges, made 
the following report : 
Mr. President : 

Sir : — The committee to whom was referred the bil to be entitled 
an Act to authorize the Board of Education of the State Seminary 
West of the Suwannee to confer Collegiate degrees, &c., beg leaver 
to 

REPORT, 

That they have examined the same and see no abjection to its 
passage. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. S. BALDWIN, 
Chm'A Com. on Schools md Colleges. 
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Which was received and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report : 
Mr. Pbesidbnt : 

gi>f> ; — ^Xhe Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the 
following bills as correctly enrolled : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, of 
Lafayette county ; 

Abill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in the printed Act 
entitled an Act to incorporate Lake City ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act allowing two Judges of the Supreme 
Court to hold a Court in the absence of the third Judge. 
Respectfully submitted, 

ISAAC WELCH, 
Acting Ch'n Com. on Enroled Bills* 

Which report was received. 

The committee on Engrossed bills made the following report : 

Mr. President: 

5j|. ; — The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the, 
following bills as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Spencer T. Thomas ; 
A bill to be entitled an Act relative to the offices of Sheriflf and 
Circuit Court Clerk in the county of Washington ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Bjenjamin Hopkins.; 
A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the city of Ocala ; 
A bill to be entitled an Act concerning replevin ; 
Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Chm'n Com. on Engrossed Bills. 

Which report was received, and the accompanying bills placed 
among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report : 
Mr. President: 

Sir : — The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the 
following bill as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Lake City & Su-^ 
wannee Railroad Company. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Ch'n Com. ow Engrossed Bills. 
Which report was received and the accompanying bill placed 
anu>ng the orders of the day. 
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Mr. Call from the Committee on Revisions of the Constitution 
made the following report : 

The Conmiittee on Revisions of the Constitution to whom was re- 
ferred the bill entitled an Act to amend the second Section of the 
third Article of the Constitution of this State, 

REPORT : 

That the object of said bill is two fold : first, to shorten the Gov- 
ernor's term of office from four to two years, and to change the time 
of his inauguration so as to require him to be inaugurated in the 
presence of the General Assembly, as soon after his election as can 
conveniently be done. Your Committee are induced to favor both 
of these measures. Most of the States of the Union have found it to 
be wisest and best to select their Chief Magistrate every two years, 
and in changing our Constitution in this point, we are but following 
the example which the experience of our elder sisters has indicated 
as safest on the other point. Your Committee cannot too strongly 
recommend the change. Under our law as it now stands, our Gover- 
nor is elected a full year before his term of office commences, and 
anomaly which is only productive of inconvenience to the Governor 
elect without any corresponding benefit to the people. Your Com 
mittee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 

GEO. W. CALL, 
Ch'n Com. Revision of Constitution. 

Which was received and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. McQueen from the committe on Claims and Accounts made 
the following report ; 

The committe on Claims and Accounts to whom has been re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of J. C. Crosby, late 
Sheriff of Escambia county, ask leave to, 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and find no ev- 
idence presented, changing the conclusions arrived at the last Ses- 
sion. 

We herewith annex a copy of the report made by the committee 
to the Senate, relating to the same party on the 13th of January, 
1859. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom has been re- 
ferred a resolution for the relief of J. C. Crosby, ask leave to. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



110 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration and find from 
the evidence presented to them, that the claim is a meritorious one, 
and although they believe as a general principle, the payment of 
such claims would he a bad one for the General Assembly to adopt, 
yet in this case, where a band of Robbers have been broken up at a 
sacrifice ot time and money as has been shown to the satisfaction of 
the committee, your Conamittee tli^ei^efpre, recommend the passage 
of the following resolution. 

Resolved by the Senate and Hotbse of Representatives of the State 
of Florida in General Assembly convened, That ^he Comptroller ojf 
Public accounts, be and he is hereby authorized and required to 
^udit the claims of J. C. Crosby, late Sheriff of Escambia county, for 
services rendered, and expenses paid by him in apprehending and 
committing to Jail, certain Negro theives, in Escambia county; 
Provided : The said J. O. Crosby, present to said Comptroller, 
full and satisfactory voucher^i and receipts, and full evidence of tha 
facts of such expenses in said claim. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. w. McQueen, 

Chairman. 

Which was received and the accom,paning bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Baker from the Joint Select Co;nmittee, made the following 
report : 

The Joint Committee of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
to whom it was referred by Joint Resolution ot the 2nd ultimo, "to 
enquire and report as to the present situation and condition of the 
State Library, and how far the Act as to public property, approved 
January 15th, 1859, has been complied with,'* ask leave respect- 
fully to 

REPORT: 

1. That they find the State Library in a miserable condition. A 
part of the same is scattered about and lying loosely piled up in the 
basement of the Capitol. 

2. The two rooms in the South end of the Capitol have not been 
fitted up, and "the entire State Library" has not been placed there- 
in as required by said Act of January 15th, 1859. One of said 
rooms has been partly fitted up, and a portion only of the Library 
appears therein. 

3. Your Committee are of opinion that said rooms should be fit- 
ted up, and that the same should be open for the use of the mena- 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Ill 

beis of the Legislature during the sessions, under such regulations 
as the Librarian may adopt ; but that no books should bo taken out 
of the Library or removed from the rooms except by resolution of 
the^respective Houses, and that members of each receiving b6oks 
should be required to give their receipts for the same, and return 
them at the end of each session to the door-keeper of their respec- 
tive houses, to be returned to the Librarian ; otherwise our Library 
will gradually become depleted, and many of its most valuable 
works, which should be and are intended for the reference and con- 
sultation of ihe members of the Legislature, will be irrecoverably 
lost or mislaid. 

4. Your Committee find two Committee rooms nicely and neatly 
fitted up in the basement of the Capitol for the Committees of the 
two Houses respectively, and we commend the action of the Treas- 
urer as to the same. There are two other rooms referred to in the 
4th section of said act which we are informed are rented out, as 
will appear by communication from the Treasurer, herewith submit- 
ted. , 

5. Yonr Committee are informed, that the Capitol roof leaks bad- 
ly, and think the Treasurer under the advice and supervision of the 
Governor, as in Section 6th of said Act, should be required to have 
a new roof put on, or the old one thoroughly repaired, as the tem- 
porary repairs rendered necessary by leakage, will soon amount to 
more than enough to pay for a good and thoroughly tight roof. — 
Your Committee 4re also of opinion that under the Act in question, 
the Treasurer under the supervision of the Governor, is authorized 
to make such necessary and essential fixtures in connection with the 
public grounds, as may be deemed expedient and essential to the 
accommodation and convenience of the Legislature and State oflS- 
cers who are required to have offices in the Capitol. 

6. Your Committee are also of opinion that the Librarian should 
be required to make out and have printed in alphabetical order a list 
of all books, charts, &c., of every kind in the State Library, and be 
required from year to year to amend the same and report each addi- 
tional catalogue to each and every Session of the Legislature, having 
such additional catalogue likewise printed. 

Y. Your Committee are also of opinion that the room occupied by 
the Supreme Court should be kept expressly for the use of said Court 
and for the Supreme Court Library, and that the Clerk of said Court 
should also occupy the rooni heretofore occupied by him contiguous 
thereto, inasmuch as said Court is for the entire State, and it be- 
hooves the State at large to supply rooms for the said Court, and 
Library, and Clerk, but your Committee are of opinion that other 
Judicial officers of the individual Circuits of the State are not enti- 
tled to rooms in the Capitol, but that the several Court-houses of 
the different counties should supply such deficiency. 
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Your Committee submit the following communications from the? 
Treasurer and Librarian, and report the following bill, and recom-- 
mend its passage. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, <kc., 

J. McROBERT PAKER, 

Chm'n Senate Committee. 
F. C. BARRETT, 

Chm'n House Committee. 



A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act as to presei-vation 
of Public property, approved January 16th, 1859. 

Section 1st. Be it enacted hy the Senate and the House of Rep^ 
resentatives of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened. 
That the Librarian of this State, be and he is hereby required to 
have both the rooms in the South end of the Capitol, adjoining the 
Senate Chamber, fitted up as Library-rooms and the entire State Li- 
brary, except the Library of the Supreme Court, kept therein. 

Sec. 2. The Supreme Court Library shall be kept in the Supreme 
Court room, under such order and direction as said Court may make 
as to the same. 

Sec. 3. The Librarian is hereby required to make out and have 
printed 100 copies of Catalogues, arranged in alphabetical order of 
all books, reports, maps, charts, &c., of every kind in the State Libra- 
ry, and shall have additional yearly catalogues arranged in the same 
manner, of the additions to said Library printed yearty, and he 
shall make report of the same, and of the condition and increase of 
said Library to each and every Session of the General Assembly. 

Sec. 4. The said Librarian is hereby authorized to adopt such 
rules and regulations for the keeping, and retention, and preserva- 
tion of the State Library as may be necessary and expedient, and 
that the Books, Reports, &c., aforesaid, shall be kept in said Library 
Rooms, and shall not be taken therefrom except by resolution of the 
Houses of the Legislature respectively, during their Session. 

Sec. 5. That the Treasurer of this State is hereby authorized 
under the supervision of the Governor, to have the roof of the Cap- 
itol thoroughly repaired, or if necessary a new and tight roof put 
on the same, and generally to repair or add such additional fixtures 
or appurtenances to the Capitol as may be actually necessary and 
essential to the preservation of the same, and the convenience of 
the members of the Legislature and those officers of the State who 
are required to keep their offices in the Capitol. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted. That all laws and part of laws in- 
consistent herewith be and the same are hereby repealed. 
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Treasury Office, ) 
TallA^iassee, Dec. Utb, I80D. )' 

boKs. J. McR. Baker aiid F. C. Barrett, 

Chairmen, <fec. : 

Gentlemen : — Agreeable to your request I respectfully subinit 
Bome matters to your consideration relative to the public property : 

The roof to the Capitol building is not in good condition ; the 
best master workmen here have w^orked on it in making repairs 
from time to time, but have failed to make it waterproof; they state 
that the difficulty is from the manner in which the slate is put on ; 
that not sufficient lap was allowed to them, nor to the zinc at the 
upper part of the valleys ; the consequence is the water penetrates 
under the slates and overflows the valleys, keeping the walls and 
upper titnbers in a wet and injurious condition. Either a new roof 
Will be required or extensive repairs on the present one. 

The only two vacant rooms in the basement were rented out 
soon after the passage of the law, at llOO per annum each, and two 
others on the same floor wei*e prepared for Committee Rooms. 

The provision of a sufficient supply of water for the emergency 
"of fire, is not as it might be ; there are two large cisterns, which are 
regularly cleansed twice a year ; the water being superior to that of 
the wells of the city-, is so extensively used as to prevent keeping a 
iBufficient supply for the purpose referred to. Either two additional 
cisterns will be necessary, or the citizens circumscribed in the use 
of the water by closing one cistern from public use. I have made 
the necessary inquiries, and find a small portable Engine with nec- 
essary hose and fire buckets can be had at moderate expense, and 
diink they should be obtained for the use of the building without 
dfelay. 

I am respectfully yours, 

C. H. AUSTIN, Treasurer. 



To the Chairmen of the Joint Committee, of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, "To inquire and report as to the present situ- 
iation and condition of the State Library, and how far the Act as 
to public property, approved January 16th, 1859, has been com- 
plied with" : 

Sirs : — ^The undersigned, State Librarian, would respectfully state 
how far he has been able to comply with the act of the General As- 
sembly, approved January 16th, 1869, and the reasons preventing 
his fully fitting up the rooms set aside for the State Library. The 
room on the right hand as you enter Jihe Senate Chamber has been 
15 
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Miclvt'd and carpeted in the best iimniier tliat could be, in which 
jriost of the books belonji^ing to the State and under the control of 
the Librarian are placed and being catalogued in the manner pre- 
scribed by said Act. The room opposite to the one at present shelv- 
ed and titted up, is now used to keep the pamphlet Journals, Acts 
and other documents published by authority of the General Assem- 
bly. This ncccbsity has arisen from the Treasurer's selecting for 
the use of the committees the room heretofore used for keeping and 
putting up for distribution, the documents used in exchanges with 
bther States, and the officers throughout the State. So soon as the 
General Assembly may set aside a room in the basement Of the Cap- 
itol in which the pamphlet Journals, <fec., may be retained and used 
jis a work-room, the law in every respect can and will bo complied- 
with by 

Yours respectfully, 

F. L. VlLLEPIGUE, 

Secretary of State and 
Ex-Officio Librarian. 

Which was received and read; 

Mr. Dell moved that the whole matter be referred back to the 
committe with instructions that they report to this body the num- 
ber of the different volumes that the Secretary has received since ho 
has been in office, and give to this body a catalogue of all the vol- 
umes he has received and what is now on hand. 

Mr. Call moved to amend the motion; 

The Chair decided that the amendment was out of order, unless 
reduced to writing. 

Mr. Call appealed from the decision of the Chair ; 

On the question, "shall the decision of the Chair be sustained;" 

The yeas and nays wxrc called for by Messrs. McCall and Baker; 

Upon Avhich the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks, llawc?^ 
Jones, Lamar, McCall, McQueen and Nicholson — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Call and Keitt — 2. 

So the decision of the Chair w^as sustained. 
. On motion, the Senate took a recess until half-past three o'clock, 
P.M. 



HALF-PAST THREE O'CLOCK, P. M: 

The Senate resumed its session. 
No quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, the Senate a Ijourncd unlil Mond«y 
Inorning, io o^clock. 
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MONDAY, December 12th, 1^50. 

6en«ite mot pursuant to a<ljonrnmcnt. 

A quorum not present. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the Sergeant- at- Arms -was sent for tho 
absentees ; 

Pending which a quorum appeared. 

Rev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chapljiin. 

On motion ot Mr. Keitt, the reading of Saturday's Journal \TaH 
dispensed with, and the Journal approved. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce, at some future day, 
the following bills : 

Py Mr. Eppcs : 

A bill to be entitled an xVct to incorporate tlic Apalachicola and 
New Orleans Steam Navigation Company ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
Columbus Steamboat Coinpany. 

The rules being waived, Mr, Lamar moved, that the bill to be en- 
titled an Act to amend an Act tp permit free persons of African de- 
scent to choose their own masters and become slaves, approved Jan- 
uary 15, 1859, be placed first among tho orders ; 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Keitt offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved by the Senate and Jlouse of Representatives of the State 
of Florida in General Assembly convened^ That in view of the threat- 
ning coflict now going on between the North and the South, Flori- 
da is ready to protect and defend her own institutions ; ready with 
^1 the resouces at her own command to aid such of the slave-hold- 
ing States as may need her services ; ready to act in concert 
with the Southern States, or with such of them as may desire present 
action in defence of their common institutions, and ready to send 
delegates to a Southern Convention for the purpose of establishing 
a Southern Confederacy upon the election of a Black Republican 
President of the United States ; 

Which motion was adopted, and on motion of Mr. Lamar, was re- 
ferred to the Joint select Committee on Fedral Relations. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Call introduced without previous no- 
tice, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prevent fraudulent settlements on 
married women ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to add an additional section to the 
Constitution of this State, to be numbered Section of Article 16 ; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

The rules being waived, 

Mr. Nicholson moved to amend the report of the Committee oi^ 
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t'lainis and Accounts, made on Saturday last in reference to tJie 
claims of J. C. Crosby, late Sheriff of Escambia county, to wit: 

After the word " audit,** insert " and issue his warrant;" 

Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. McQueen -from the Committee on Claims and Accounts made 
the following report : 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts to whom has been re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Alexander Doug- 
las, Peter C. Wilkins and Kenneth McCaskil, ask leave to 

REPORT : 

That they have had the same under consideration and have ha<J 
further evidence presented to us, materially changing the conclu- 
sions arrived at the last Session, and reported by the Committee to 
the Senate on 23d December, 1868. 

Your Committee, therefore recommend that some allowance should 
be made by the State to said Alexander Douglas, Peter C. Wilkins 
and Kenneth McCaskil, for moneys expended by them in the arrest, 
confinement and medical attention upon one Leonard Singletary, and 
that the Comptroller of Public Acounts is hereby required and au- 
thorized to audit and allow the accounts of said parties, provided in 
his judgment full and satisfactory vouchers and evidence be presen- 
ted to him of the justice and equity of said claims ; and with these 
we recommend the passage of the bill. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. W. McQUEEN, Chairman. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, which was read : 

Executive Department, ) 
Tallahassee^ Dee. 10th, 1859. ) 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — I respectfully recommend the following nominations for 
the advice and consent of the General Assembly : 
Leon County : 
Auctioneer — R. A. Shine, Jr. 

Clay County: 
Auctioneer — John Blitch. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 
On motion of Mr. Lamar, the nominations therein made were coij-. 
curred in. 
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The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

Ho USB OF R£PRB8|:NTATiyES, ) 

Dec^ 10th 1850. ] 

Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : The following bills have this day passed the House, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act declaring the Perdido river naviga- 
ble ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, 
Guardian of the minor heirs of Henry M. Shepard, late of Gadsden 
county deceased; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard of 
Gadsden county; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the attachment laws of 
this State ; Also Senate bills : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to 
organize the county of Volusia, approved January 20th, 1854 ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Edmund N. Everett of 
Washington county, to assume the management and control of his 
own property; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in a printed bill 
entitled an Act to create the counties of Suwannee and New River. 

Very Respespectfully, 

K M. GRAHAM, 
Clerk House Rep. 

Which was received and the accompaning House bills placed 
among the orders of the day, and the Senate bills ordered to be en- 
rolled. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

House of Representatives, ) 
Dec. 0th, 1850. J 

Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate. 

Sir : — The House has this day passed the following bills : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to organize the county of Perry ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to allow spirituous liquors to be drank 
where sold ; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Williford, the County Surveyor 
of Jackson county ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the consolidation of the 
Statutes and the compilation of a code of Laws for this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act providing for the publication of the 
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hames of certain persons with tlie Acts of each and every session of 
the General Assembly ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to empower Littleberry Manning, a 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

A bill to authorize the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Pensa- 
cola, to elect a public weigher of cotton ; 

And also the following Senate bills : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the boundary line between 
Columbia and Suwannee counties ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Hugh Martia 
Newsoms to Hugh Martin Keen ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William F. Green, of 
Gadsden county, to contract and be contracted with ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Mary King to 
Mary Hancock. 

Yerv RespectfuUv, 

E.' M. GRAHAM. 

Clerk House Rep, 

^liich was received, and the accompanying House bills placed, 
among the orders of the day, and the Senate bills ordered to \^e en- 
rolled. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Call from the Committee on Judicia- 
ry made the following report : 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was refered the bill entitled 
an Act in addition " to and amedatory of the several Acts concern- 
ing pleading and practice in civil and criminal cases," 

REPORT: 

That this bill seems to be the same that was referred to them in 
the first Session of this Legislature, and was by a majority of your 
Committee reported adversely, but which, notwithstanding, said report 
was passed by the Senate, and defeated in the House, they return the 
fcame to the Senate without further amendment. 

GEO, W. CALL, 
From Judiciary Committee. 

Which report was received and the accompaning bill placed 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call from the Committee on Judiciary made the following re- 
port: 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred a bill entitled an 
Act to prevent the "killing of stock in certain cases," 

REPORT: 

That they can see no necessity for the passage of such an Act, ike 
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laws on that subject being now amply suflScent, and the offence crea- 
ted by said act, being already an indictable offence. 

GEO. W. CALL 
From Judiciary Committe. 

Which report was received, and the accompaning bill placeid 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call from the Committee on Judiciary, made the following 
report : 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred the bill entitled 
an Act authorizing the Solicitors of the different Circuits in this 
State to change the venue in criminal cases, under certain circum- 
stances, 

REPORT : 

That they are not agreed upon the propriety of the passage of 
any act upon the subject, and therefore report the bill back to the 
Senate, without recommendation. 

GEO. W. CALL, 
from Judiciary Committee. 
AMiich was received and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit free per- 
sons of African descent to select their own mastei*s and become 
slave, approved January 15, 1859 ; 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Dawkins moved to amend section first, by inserting after the 
word " amendment," and before the words " and in default of such 
choice," the words, ^'Provided, that such person so chosen, shall be- 
fore taking possession of such free person or persons of African de- 
scent, appear before a Board of County Commissioners for the coun- 
ty in which such free person or persons are to be found, together 
with such free person or persons and pay to the said Board or the 
Judge of Probate one-halt of the cash value of such free person or 
persons, their valuation to be assessed by the said Board of Coun- 
ty Commissioners, and the said Board is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to make good and sufficient titles of such free person or per- 
sons to such person or persons so chosen, as his, her, or their mas- 
ter or mistress, and they shall thereby become slaves for life and the 
tona fide property of the person or pei*sons to whom said titles are 
made ; and the funds thus paid to said Board or Judge of Probate 
shall be appropriated for county purposes in said county," 
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Mr. Call moved to amend the amendment by striking out *' one- 
half;" 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall 
and Eppes ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Call, Eppes, Eubanks, Hawes, Keitt, 
Lamar and Nicholson — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Jones, McCall, McQueen, and 
Welch— 6. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Dawkins moved to amend further, by inserting three-fourths ; 

On which the yeas* and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall 
and Dawkins ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Dawkins and McCall — 2. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Eppes, Eu- 
banks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch 
—13. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Call moved to amend further, by striking ou|. " for county 
purposes," and inserting, " for the support of common schools in said 
county ;" 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall 
and Eppes ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Call, Eppes, Eubanks, Hawes, Keitty 
Lamar and Nicholson — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Jones, McCall, McQueen and 
Welch— 6. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Baldwin moved to amtend by appending to the bill the follow- 
ing : 

Provided^ That all negroes and free persons of color, and their 
descendants, made free by the treaty with Spain, upon the cession 
to the United States Government of the provinces of Florida, be not 
affected by the provisions of this Act ; 

Which motion was lost. 

And the bill as amended ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing on to-morrow. 

The rules being waived,^r. McCall moved that the billentitled an 
Act to incorporate the Lake City & Suwannee Railroad Company 
be taken up next among the orders of the day ; 

Which was adopted ; and the rules being waived, the bill was 
read a third time by its title and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Duir 
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McQueen and Nicbolson — 16; 

Nays — None. 

So said bill pa^d — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House resolutian relative to the office of Register of U. 8. Lauds, 
at Tallahassee ; 

Was read the third time, 

And the rules being Avaived, on motion of Mr. Lamar, was placed 
back upon its second reading, and referred to a special Committee 
of three, consisting of Messrs. Lamar, McElvy and Hawes. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Spencer T. Thomas j 

Was read the third time and put upop its passage ; 

Upon which the votes was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Call, McElvy, Nicholson and Walker — 5. 

Nays — Mr. Presdent, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Eubanks, Hawes, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen and Welch — 11. 

So said bill was lost. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to prevent the killing of stock 
in certain cases ; 

Was read the second time and indefinitely pcfstponed: 

A resolution for the belief of certain parties holding State ivitness' 
and jury scrip ; 

Was read the first time, the rules waived, read the second tifaie 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Solicitors of the dif- 
ferent Circuits in this State to change the venue in criminal cases, 
iinder certain circumstances ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
heading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Baldwin moved that a bill be entitled an Act to provide for 
the disposal of lands granted by Congress to the State of Florida, to 
aid in tne construction of certain Rail-roads, which was. laid on the 
table on the 14th of January, .1859, be taken up and placed amon^ 
the orders of the day. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Baker offered the following substitue : 

That it is the opinion of this House, that the subject matters' 
contained within the Act, are within the province of the Judicial 
and not the Legislative branch of the Government. 

Mr. McCall moved that the motion of the Senator from Duval, 
together with the substitute and amendments, with the bill, be refer- 
red to the Judiciary Committee ; 

The yeas and navs were called for by Messrs. McCall and Walker ; 
16 
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Upon AVhicli tlie vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin^ Eubanks; ilcCall and 
McElvy — 5. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt; 
Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson and Walker — 11. 

So said motion was lost. 

The question was then taken upon the adbption of the substitute 
offered by Baker ; 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Walker and McCall ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins^ Eppes, Eu- 
banks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Laniar^ McElvy; McQueen, Nicholson,' 
Walker and Welch — 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin and McCall — 2. 

So said substitute was adopted in lieu of the original motion. 

The rules being waived,jMr. McElvy from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills made the following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled bills report as correctly enrolled, 
A bill to be entitled an Act to change the boundary line betwecrt 
Columbia and Suwannee counties. 

Respectfully submitted, 

L. G. McBLVY, Chm'n. 

Which was received and read. 

On motion the Senate took a recess nntil half-past three. 



HALF'PAST THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Setlate resumed its session. 

A quorum present. 

The orders of the day were resumed. 

A bill to be entitled an Act relative to the oflSces of Sheriff and 
Circuit Court Clerk in the county of Washington ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Eubanks,^ 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCail, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson ,- 
Walker and Welch— 15. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — ^title as stated; 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of RepresenUt 
lives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act concerning Replevin ; 

W-es read the third time and put upon its passage ; 
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Upon which tlie vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins^ 
Eppes, Eubanks, llawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, Mc- 
Queen, Nicholson, Walker and Welch — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Benjamin Hopkins 
and others ; 

Was read the third time, and on motion of Mr. Baker, was passed 
over informally. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Lamar from the Commiittee on En- 
grossed Bills made the following report : 

Mb. Prksidknt: 

Sir: — The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the 
following bill as correctly engi'ossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the boundary line between 
Gadsden and Liberty counties. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Ch. Committee on Engrossed Bills. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Daniel New nan Cone, a 
minor of Columbia county, to assume the management of his own 
estate ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to empower Littleberry Manning^ 
a minor, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins^ 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, 
Nicholson and Welch — 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Eubanks and Walker — 2. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to entitled an Act to authorize the Mayor and Aln 
dermen of the city of Pensacola, to elect a public weigher of cotton ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second ajid third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ;, 
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Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs.. Baker, BaUlwin, Call, Dawkin^^ 
Eppes, Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Kei^it, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, Me- 
Ciueen, Nicholson, Walker andAVelch — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as st?^ted. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act declaring the Perdido river nav- 
igable ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkinsj, 
Eppes, Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, 
Nicholson WaH;;er aud Welqh — 16. 

Nay — Mr. McElvy — 1. 

So said bjU passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified tp the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled 3,n Act to organize the county of Perry ; 

Was read the first time, rul^ waived, read a second time by its 
title; 

Mr. Call moved that the bill be referred to a Special Committee [ 

The yeas and ijays were called for by Messrs^ McCall and Walker'; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar and 
Walker— 7. 

* Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Eubanks, 
McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

So said motion was lost. 

Mr. McElvy moved to amend by adding the following additional 
section : 

Section — . JBe it further enacted, That until the said county of 
Pery shall be entitled to separate representation, it shall vote for 
Representative with the county of Hillsboro'. 

Mr. Lamar moved that the Attorney General be excused from 
further attendance during this Session of the Legislature ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Keitt moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing, 10 o'clock ; 

Mr. Call moved to amend by tnserting until 10 o'clock Wednesday 
morning ; 

Mr. McCall moved to amend further, that the Senate adjourn up- 
til 11 o'clock Wednesday morning ; 
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On wliicli the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall and 
Call; 

Upon wliich the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Hawes and McCall — 3. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes, Eabanks, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and 
Welch— 12. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Call moved that the Senate adjourn until half-patt 11 o'clock 
on Wednesday morning ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs Call and 
McCaU; * 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Hawes, Lamar and McCall — 4. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes, Eubanks, 
Jones, Keitt, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and W^elch — 
12. 

So the motion was lost 

A motion was then made to adjourn until Wednesday 12 o'clock. 

Mr. Eppes made a point of order, that said motion could not be 
entertained, because the longest time having first been put, a longer 
could not be made. 

Upon which the Chair decided that said motion was in order. 

Mr. Eppes appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The question was then taken upon sustaining the decision of the 
Chair ; 

Upon which the vote was ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Eubanks, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, 
and Welch — 7. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, 
Nicholson and Walker — 8. 

So the " decision of the Chair" was not sustained. 

Mr. Call moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock Wednesday morning; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Keitt and 
Call; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Eubanks, Hawes and McCall — 4. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes, Jones, 
Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and Welch — 
12. 

So said motion was lost. 

Mr. Lamar moved that the Senate go into secret session ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Eppes 
and McCall ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Lamar andMcElvy — 3» 
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Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes, Eubanlzs,, 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, MeCall, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and 
Welch— 13. 

So said motion was lost. 

Mr. Call moved to adjourn until 12 o'clock on Wednesday ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Call and 
McCall; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Hawes and McCall — 3. 

Nays — 'Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes, Eubanks^ 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar,, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and 
Welch— 13. 

So said motion was lost. 

Mr. Call moved to adjourn until 55 minutes past 1 1 o*^clock on 
Wednesday morning ; 

The yeas and nays were called forby Messrs. Call and McC^l ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call and McCall — 2. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes^ Eubanks, 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker 
and Welch — 14. 

So said motion was lost. 

Mr. Call moved to adjourn until lO o'clock Wednesday morning ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Call and 
McCall. 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Hawes and McCall — 3. 

Nays — Mr. President,, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes,. Eubanks, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, WaJker and 
Welch— 13. 

So said motion was lost. 

Mr. Lamar moved to adjourn until half past three o'clock to-mor- 
row evening; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Lamar 
and Walker ; 

On which the vote was, 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Eubanks, 
Jones, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Walker and Welch — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Dawkins, Eppes, Hawes, Keitt and Nicholson — 5.. 

So the motion was adopted, and 

The Senate adjourned until to-morrow, half-past three, P. Rf . 
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TUESDAY, December 13th, 1859. 

Sbhate met pursuant to adjournment. 
A quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read, corrected and approved. 
Mr. Dell moved that the bill to be entitled an Act to amend aii 
Act to permit free persons of African descent to select their own 
masters and become slaves^ approved January 15th, 1859, be placed 
first among the orders of the day. 
Pursuant to previous notice Mri Eppes introduced, 
A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
Columbus Steamboat Company ; also 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
New Orleans Steam Navigation Company ; 

Which, on motion of Mr, Eppes, were placed second among th^ 
orders of the day. 

Pursuant to previous notice Mr. Welch introduced, 
A bill to be entitled an Act for the purchase of Arms for this 
State; 
Which was placed among the orders of the day. 
Mi*. Call gave notice that he would on some future day ask leave 
to introduce, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the election of Register 
of State Lands ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an Act declaratory of the sense of this Gen- 
eral Aissembly as to the Grant of United States Lands for Railroad 
purposes. 

Mr. Lamar moved to waive the rules to allow him to introdue. 
Joint Resolution to empower the Governor to sell certain Bonds ; 
On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Baker and 
"Walker ; 

Upon whicb the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Duncan, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholson, 
l^V^alker and Welch — 15. 
Nays — None. 
So the rules were waived, 

And the resolution was read the first, second and third times by 
fes -title, and put upon its passage ; 
XTpon which tbe vote was : 

"iTeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Eu- 
gi^xifes^ Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McQueen, Nicholson 
aa "Welch— 15. 
^^»js — Messrs. Dell and Duncan — 2. 
So said resolution passed — title as stated. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



128 

Ordered that tlie same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Call offered the following resolution : 

A resolution calling on the Governor for information in regard 
to the appointment of Henry Wells as Agent to selecf lands for the 
different Railroads. 

Mr. McCall moved to amend the resolution by striking out the 
■Words " wholly unecccssary and uncalled for." 

Mr. Dawkins offered the following amendment : 

Strike out the preamble, and strike out the word *^ Senate" wher7 
ever it occurs in the resolution, and insert the word " Legislature'^ 
in lieu thereof. 

Pending which, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow mornings 
10 o'clock. 



WEDNESDAY, December 14th, 1&59. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

Rev. Dr. DuBose oflficiated as Chaplain. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. Call moved that the Journal of yesterday be corrected by 
spreading at large upon the same the following preamble and reso- 
lution, offered by him on yesterday, viz : 

Whbreas, The Governor of this State has informed this Genera) 
Assembly that he did on the 7th of September last, appoint Henry 
Wells an agent to select for the different Railroads other lands in 
lieu of those that might have been disposed of by the United States 
previous to the passage of the Act of Congress, approved May 17th, 
1856, granting lands to this State to aid in the construction of said rail- 
roads; And Whereas^ It was the opinion of many members of the Sen- 
ate that said lands had already been selected by agents appointed by a 
former Governor, which selections had been approved by the pi-oper 
authorities at Washington, and list of said lands certified to the dif- 
ferent railroads, under which list the said companies had taken pos- 
session of said lands and were proceeding to sell the same, and that 
in consequence, the appointment of said Henry Wells as such agent^ 
was not only wholly unnecessary and uncalled for, but will have a 
tendency to embarrass the said companies in their land sales — ^to 
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'ttrow a cloud upon their titles, and thiis materially retard the final 
torapletion of said roads ; therefor'e, 

Resolved^ That the Governor be and he is hereby requested to com- 
municate to this Senate, what steps had been taten by his prede- 
cessor or himself in reference to the selection of said lands previous 
lo the 7th September last — how far any previous agents may have 
gone in the discharge of their duties — what action has been had by 
Uie authorities at Washington in reference to such selctions, and 
what lands remain to be selected ; ialso that he communicate to this 
Senate, copies of any correspondence between himself or his prede- 
cessor and the authorities at Washington, in reference to said selec- 
tions, and the particulars of the contract, if any, with the said 
H«nry Wells, And the amount of compensation to be allowed him 
for his services in selecting. 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Baker and McCall 

Upon which the v6te was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Dell, DuncAii', Eppes, Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, 
Keitt, Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson and Walker — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, McCall, McElvy and Welch — 5. 

So said motion Was adopted. 

Mr. McCall moved that the vote taken upon the bill for the relief 
of Spencer T. Thbmas, be reconsidered and placed among the orders 
X)f the day ; 

Which motion was adopted, and, 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the bill was placed back upon its second 
reading. 

Mr. Call moved that the Secretary of the Senate be and he is here- 
by instructed to number the several orders of the day, in the regular 
Order in which they were placed among the orders, and that he do 
hereafter read said orders in regular rotation, except when otherwise 
directed by the Senate ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Notice was given of intention to introduce the following bills at 
iBome future day : 

By Mr. Duncan : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Joseph D. Smith to as- 
sume the management of his own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Wm. Day and L. B. 
McTyer, Clerk and Sheriff of Hamilton county ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the town of Jasper. 

Pursuant to previous notice the following bills were introduced 
and placed among the orders of the day : 

By Mr. McCall: 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for filling vacancies in the 
oflSce of Eegister 6f State lands ; Also, * 

17 
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A bill U> be entitled an Act declaratory of the sense of the Geiief- 
al Assembly as to the grant of lands to aid iu the eonstrnction of the 
'"different Rail-roads in this State." 

By ^Ir. Baker : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Spencer T. Thomas', 
•also, , 

Resohttions for the relief of William Newljern-; 

Mr Lamar moved that the claim ot F. H Flafg be referred tb thfe 
l^ommittee on Propositions and Greviance -, with instructions to the 
'Committee to report a bill for the relief of said F. H. Flagg, if the 
claim is' found to be just ; 

Wliicli motion was adopted. 

Mr. Baker asked leave to withdraw the petition ftnd papers, rela- 
tive to the bill lor the relief of Spencer T. Thomas ; 

Which was granted. 

The following message was received from the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Impi'ovement Fund : 

Office Secrbtary of State, ) 
December 12tb, 1859. f 

iloN. John IFinlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — I am instructed in answer to the enquiri6s c6ntaiil6d in 
the resolutions of the Senate addressed to the Trustees cJf the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund to state as follows : 

To the first resolution they answer that as appears by a report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office submitted to Congress 
m 1858, there has been selected thenumbeir df ll;y90,637 46-1 00 J 
approved the number of 10,701,484 88-100 kcred of Swamp dnd 
Overflowed Lands, and there has been patented to the State the 
number of 10,618,549 35-100 acres. The Fund arising from the 
)iale thereof has been applied as artthorized by the Internal Improve- 
ment law to the payment of interest on the Bonds of the Railroad 
Companies, except so much of it as has heretofore (as shown in the 
former reports of the Trustees) been invested in the Bonds of said 
Companies; and also, towards the payment bf the Agents for selec- 
ting the Swamp Ltods. 

The Trustees have taken n5 steps, and have nlade no contracts 
for Ae selection and claissific^tion of the Swamp Lands; Messrs. 
Randolph and Wells entered into a contaact with the State through 
Governor Brown before the Trust Fund was cheated, knd the Trus- 
tees have not regarded it as their duty, nor that they were author- 
ized to make any other contract. The only steps they know of as 
having been iakei are by the contract before referred to as having 
been made with Gowrnof Brown. Under said contract the lands 
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above referred to have been selected, but we do not know wliether 
they have been classified. 

In answer to the second resolution, the Trustees report that thev 
have paid to Messrs. Ratidolph and Wellj^ for their services under said 
contract, the sum of $82,473 46. The authority under which this 
payment has been made, is that contained in the Internal Improve- 
ment law, which declares, that after paying the expenses of selec- 
tionSj management and sale, the lands and the funds arising from, 
the sale thereof, shall be vested in the Trustees for the purposes de- 
clared in the law. Under this law the Trustees felt and considered 
that the papnent of what was due for selecting the land as well as 
what was necessary in the management and sale of the land, was as. 
much their duty under the Trust as any other duty therein imposed. 
Indeed it appears to have been intended as the first duty, since only 
the land and the fiind remaining after these payments were set apart 
for the purposes contemplated by the Internal Improvement law. 
The Trustees are not advised how much is still-*' claimed as due and 
owing to the Agents, Messrs. Randolph and Wells, nor can it well 
be ascertained until after the confirmations by the Department at 
Washington. 

In answer to the third resolution, the Trustees report that they 
cannot state how much is due from the United States for Swamp. 
Lands sold after the passage of the Act granting the same to the 
Sitate. It will be in^possible to ascertain this until the account is 
stated at Washington. The Trustees cannot state what obstacles 
exist to prevent the recovery of what remains due. One difficulty 
made by the Department in the beginning, was that they required 
evidence to prove that the land claimed as swamp, was really of that 
character ; on remonstrance by the Agents, the Department modified 
this requirement ; and instead thereof, declared that a separate list 
of these lands, with the affidavit of the Agents attached of a like 
character with that appended to the original lists, would be consid- 
ered as sufficient, and upon which the Department would proceed 
to adjust the account. This matter was brought to the attention of 
the Agents, with a request that they would conform to the require- 
ment of the Department, and the Trustees were advised that they 
would do so. The Trustees were advised that up to the time of th^ 
adjustment of the first account, these additional affidavit lists had 
not been filed ; the reason assigned by the Agents for not filing 
them, was that they desired to have the first account first adjuste4 
and settled, before they presented the lists upon which the other. 
{^MX>unt was to be based. 

On the first account which was b^sed on what was cabled t^ig^ 
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to|)r>j^ra|)lii<-al list, ilie Trustees liave received the snm of $42,0.38 55^ 
1 have the lionor to be sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

F. L. VILLEPIGUE, 
Sec'y Board T. In. Im. Fund. 

Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. McCall, it was ordered that the response be 
spread upon the journal. 

The Committee on Enrolled bills made the following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled bills report as correctly enrolled, the 
following bills : * 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to 
organize the county of Volusia^ j^pproved Jan. 29th, 1854 ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in a printed bill 
entitled an Act to create the counties of Suwannee and New River; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize William F. Green, of 
Gadsden county,, to contract and be contracted with ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Hugh Martin 
Newsoms to Hugh Ms^rtin Keen ; 

A bill to be entitled jin Act to change the name of Mary King to 
Mary Hancock \ 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Edmund N. Everett, of 
Washington county, to assume the management and control of his 
own property. 

Respectfully submitted, 

L. G, McELVY, Chairman. 

Which report was received and read. 

Mr. Nicholson from the Committee on Engrossed bills ipade the 
following report : 

The Committe on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Daniel Newnan Cone, a 
jninor of Columbia couuty, to assume the management of his own es- 
tate ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Solicitors of the dif- 
ferent Circuits in this State, to change the venue in criminal cases, 
under certain circumstances; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to premit free per-, 
sons of African descent, to select their own masters and become 
slaves approved, January 6th 1859. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. W. NICHOLSON, 
Acting Chairman. 
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Which was read and the accompaning bills placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Baker from the Committee on Corporations, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committee on Corporations to whom was referred the follow- 
ing bill, most respectfully 

REPORT, 

That as to a bill to be entitled an Act to organize a Fire Insu- 
rance Company in Pensacola under the name of " Pensacola Insu- 
rance Company ;" 

1. That Insurance Companies not asking exclusive or inclusive 
concessions are commendable ; 

2. That in this view only as an Act of this Legislature, conceding 
no vested rights contrary to the Constitution of this State, they re- 
commend the passage of the bill. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. McROBERT BAKER, 
Chairman Com. on Corporations. 

Which was read and the accompaning billj placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Baker from the Committee on Corporatsons, made the follow- 
ing report : 

The Committee on Corporations to whom was referred the "bill 
to be entitled an Act to Incorporate the Lagoon and Perdido Canal 
Company," beg leave respectfully to 

REPORT : 

1. That there is no evidence of advertisement, 

2. That the terms used in the fourth section of said bill, wherein 
it is enuijierated that "said Company shall be and they are hereby 
invested with all the rightts and powers necessary for the proper con- 
struction and keeping of said Canal," are too large and too free, and 
at the same time too indefinite and unconfined to be solely inves- 
ted in any one Company in any section of this State. 

3. Hence, your Committee beg leave to report the bill back to the 
Senate, and request to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the same. 

J. McROBERT BAKER, 
Chairman Com. on Corporations. 

Which was received and read, and the accompnaning bill placed 
nmong the orders of the day. 
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Mr. McQueen, from the Committee on claimB and accounts made 
tlie following report : 

The Committee on claims and accounts to whom has been refer- 
red a resolution for the relief of certain parties, holding State witness 
and jury scrip, ask leave toy 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideratiop, and recom- 
mend its passage. 

Respectfully submitted^ 

J. w. McQueen, 

Chairman. 

Which was received and read, and the accompaning bill placed 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. McQueen from the Committee on Claims and Accounts made 
the following report : 

The Conjmittee on Claims and Accounts to whom has been re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Allen Gil>son, ask 
leave to 

REPORT, 

That they have had the same under consideration, and from the 
evidence presented, your Committee believe that said Allen Gibson, 
of the county of Marion, did furnish forage and subsistence to Capt. 
Carter's Company of Mounted Volunteers, and should receive full 
remuneration for the same ; and your Committee recommends, that, 
if said Allen Gibson shall present to the Comptroller of State Ac- 
counts, full and satisfactory evidence and vouchers of the justice 
and equity of his claim, then it shall be the duty of the Comptrol- 
ler to audit said claim and issue his certificate; and that the Gov- 
ernor be authorized on th.e presentation of said certificate, to pay 
the same out of any moneys in his possession, or that m^ hereafter 
come into his possession^ applicable to forage and subsistence of the 
Volunteers. Your Committee therefore recommend the passage of 
the bill. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. W. McQueen, chairman. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Propositions and Grievances made the follow- 
ing report : 

The Committee on Propositions and Grievances to whom, was re** 
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ferred a petition from many citizens of Lafayette county, asking re- 
lief for Andrew J. Lanier, of said county, have had the same under 
consideration, and recommend the passage of the following joint 
resolution : 

Joint resolution for the relief of Andew J. Lanier, of Lafayette 

county. 

Be it resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Florida in General Assembly convened^ That Andrew J. 
Lanier, of the county of Lafayette, be, and is hereby released from 
the payment of a certain Bond, assigned by him as security for the 
appearance of one Green Bustle at the Fall Term of the Circuit 
Court of the Suwannee Circuit of this State, for 1859. 

D. C. DAWKINS, 
Chairman. 

Which was received, and the accompanying resolution placed 
among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Internal Improvements made tne following re- 
poits : 

Mr. President : 

Sir: — A majority of thecommittee to whom was referred, a bill to 
be entitled an Act still further defining the duties of the Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund, have instructed the undersign- 
ed to 

REPORT : 

That the laws on that subject are now amply sufficient, and re- 
commend that the bill do not pass. 

T. B. LAMAR, 
Chm'n Com. Int. Imp. 

The undersigned, a minority of aforesaid Committee, begs leave 
to dissent from the opinion of the majority, and recommend that the 
bill do pass, 

T. B. LAMAR, 

Which were received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

A Select Committee made the following report : 

Mr. President : 

Sir : — The committee-io whom was referred a Irtjsolution relative 
to the office of Register of U. S. Lands at Tallahassee, beg leave t6 
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REPORT: 

lliat they have had the same under consideration, and recomraenci 
that it do pass. 

RespeeefuUy submitted, 

T; B. LAMAR, 
L; a McELVY. 

Which was received, and the accompanying Resolution placed 
among the orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

House of Representatives, ) 
Dec. 12, 1859. [ 

Hon. Johk Finlayson, 

President Of the Senate : 

Sir .-—The Souse of Representatives has this day passed the fol- 
lowing bills, vi25 : 

A bill to be entitled an Act concerning Roads ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act ib regulaite the fees of Notary Publics 
in the county of St. Johns ; 

A bill to' be entitled an Act tof amfend an Act entitled an Act to 
divide the county of Duval, and oragnize a new county to be called 
Clay County, approved by the Governor Dec. 31st, 1858 ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act concerning Pilots and Pilotage at Ce- 
dar Keys ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to create and regulate Pilotage at the 
Port of Bay Port in the co^unty of Hernando ; also Senate bills ; 

A bill to be entitled sin Act for the relief of Andrew J. Moore and 
Wm. S. Dilworth ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Spencer Price, of Levy 
county, to establish a ferry fr'ota No. 4, on the mainland, to the Wes- 
tern terminus of the Florida Railroad on Way Key, thence across the 
bay to the city of Atseena Otie ; 

A bill to be entitled on Act to empower John W. Broxon and 
Isaac Broxon to assume the management of their own estates ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to estabdish a ferry across the Ockla 
waha river ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the law allowing appeals 
from the decision of the Board of County Commissioners in this 
State; and 

Resolution relative to the establishment of the boundary lin^ be 
tween the States of Georgia and Florida ; and have rejected, 

A bill to be entitled an Ad to authorize Guardians, Administra- 
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Idrs and Executors to invest the moneys of Wards, Testators and In- 
testates of Leon county, in the Railroad bonds of said county. 
Very Respectfully, 

E. M. GRAHAM, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 

Which was received and read, and the accompanying House bills 
placed among the orders of the day, and the Senate bills ordered to 
be enrolled. 

The following Message from the House of Representatives was re 

ceivcd : 

House of Representatives, ) 
December 12th, 1859. j 

Hon. John Finlaysok, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir .-—The House of Representatives have passed the following 

A bill'to be entitled ian Act for the relief of H. T. Blocker ; also, 
A bill for the relief of M . F. Papy. 
Vefv Respectfully, 

E. M. GRAHAM, 
Clerk House Representatives. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bills placed among 
the orders of the diay. , , ., . 

The rules being waived^ Mr. McElvy mtroduced without previ- 
ous notice, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act, to 
provide for the payment, pro rata of the debts of insolvent estates; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eubanks moved that the rules be waived to allow the bill to 
organize the County of Perry, to be taken up and placed first among 
the orders of the day ; 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Call and McCall 5 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas— Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Duncan, Eppes, Eubanks^ 
Hawes, Jones, Lamar McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson arid 
Welch— 13; 

Nays— Messrs. Call, Keitt and Walker— 3; 
So the motion was adopted. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to organize the County of Perry ; 
Was read the second time. 
18 
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Mr. McElvy nldved to amend, by adding the following additional 
section : 

8kc. — . Be it farther enacted^ That until the said county of Perry, 
shall be entitled to scperate liepresentations, it sh:*ll vote for Repre- 
sentative with the county of Hillsborough ; 

Which amend iiient was accepted. 

Mr. Call offered as a substitute, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to assertain the population of a dis- 
trict, therein named with a view to the formation of a new county; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Baker and 
McCall ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Dell, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen," 
Nicholson, Walker and Welch — 10» 

Xays — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Duncan, Eubanksj 
McCall, and McElvy—Y. 

So the substitute was adopted and placed among the orders 6f 
the day. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit free per- 
sons of African descent to select their own masters and beconfie 
slaves, approved January 15th, 1859 ; 

Was read the third time stnd put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Call^ Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Eu- 
banks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt,' Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Walker and 
Welch— 16. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin jlnd Nicholson — 2. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Hoiise of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
New Orleans Steam Navigation Company ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read k second time by its 
title and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
Columbus Steamboat Company ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, road a second time bt its 
title and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the city of Ocala ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins; Dell, Duhcan, 
Eppes, EuBanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElyy, McQdeen, 
Nicholson, Walker and Welch — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title k& stated. 
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Ordered that the same be certified to the lloiiso ot' Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to allow spirituous liquors to be 
drank where sold ; 

Was read the first time, rules waved, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Eubanks, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy McQueen, Walker and Welch — 13. 

N^ys — Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Hawes and Nicholson — 4. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill \,o be entitled an Act for the relief of Samuel B. Willi- 
ford ; 

Was read the first tin^e, rules waived, read a second and third 
time by its title, and put upon its passage ; , 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkips, Dell, Puncan, Eppes^ 
Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McEIvy, McQueen, Nichol- 
son, Walker and Welch — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of ^presenta- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Isaac N. Shep- 
ard, of Gadsden county ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and ordered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Isaac N. Shepard, 
Guardian of the minor heirs of Henry M. Shepard, of Gadsden coun- 
ty, deceased ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and ordered for a third reding on to morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Apt to amend the attachment laws of 
this State ; 

Was read the first time, rele« waived, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which tiie vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, 
Eubanks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen^ 
Nicholson, Walker and Welch — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — titled as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa-, 
tives. 
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Oil motion of Mr. MoCJall, the Senate took a ix>cess until half past 
Jlliree o'clock, p. m. 



HALF-PAST THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Senate resumed its session. 

A quorum present. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Baldwin introduced without previous 
notice, 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to the duties of Justices 
of the Peace, <fec. ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to remove in part, obstructions to 
commerce at the port of Jacksonville ; 

Whicb were placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Allen Gibson ; 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Dell moved to amend by inserting the name of Solomon F. 
Haliday, of the county of Alachua, after that of Allen Gibson, wher- 
ever it occurs in the bill ; 

Which amendment was adopted, and 

The bill as amended, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

Resolution for the relief of certain parties holding State jury and 
witness scrip ; 

Was read the second time, rules waived, read a third time by ita. 
title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks, 
Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, Nicholson, Walker and. 
Welch— 14. 

Nays — None. 

So said resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Resolution relative to the office of Register of U. S. Lands, at 
Tallahassee ; 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Baker moved to amend as follows : 

And that whereas the other rooms in the Capitol are rented out 
to private individuals for $100 per annum ; and whereas the expen- 
ses of the State as to the public buildings and offices are already 
sufficiently large ; therefore the passage of thi? bill is and shall b» 
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considered as a bonus upon the part of the State of Florida to a Fed- 
eral officer. 

On the adoption of the amendment, the yeas and nays were called 
for by Messrs. Baker and McCall ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, McCall and Walker — 3. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks, Hawes, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 12. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Lamar moved to waive the rules so that the resolution might 
be read a third time ; 

On which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Baker and McCall ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Eubanks, Hawes, Jones Keitt, 
Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Walker and Welch — 13. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker and Dawkins — 2. 

So the motion was adopted, and 

The resolution read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eubanks, Hawes, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and 
Welch— 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker and McCall — 2. 

So said resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act still further defining the duties of 
the Trustees of the Internal Lnprovement Fund ; 

AVas read the second time ; and 

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, was passed over informally until to • 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Lagoon and Perdi- 
do Canal Company; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and on motion of Mr, Dell, was laid on the table. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Eppes moved to reconsider the vote 
taken this morning upon the passage of the bill to be entitled an 
Act to amend the attachment laws of this State ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the bill was placed upon its its second 
reading. 

Mr. Eppes then moved to amend the bill by striking out in the 24th 
line of section 1st, all after the word " same" in said section, it be- 
ing the concluding oath in said section ; 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



142 

Which amendment was adopted, and the bill as amended put up- 
on its passage; 

Upon which the vote was ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eppes, Eu- 
banksjHawes, Jones, Lamar, McElvy, Nicholson, Walker and Welch 
—14. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the bill as amended be certified to the House of 
Representatives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to organize a fire Insuranca Company 
in Pensacola, under the name of Pensacola Insurance Company ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its^ 
title' and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion, tl^e S,enate took a recess until 7 o'clock, P. M . 



SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Senate resumed its session. 
No quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Lamar, the Senate adjourned until half-past 9 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



THURSDAY, December 15th, 1859. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Dell, the further reading of yesterday's journal 
was dispensed with, and the journal corrected and approved. 

Mr. McQueen moved that a resolution to change mail route No. 
1643, be placed first among the orders of the day ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Call, House bill to be entitled an Act to author- 
ize Susan Croom to manage her own estate was placed second, 
among the orders of the day. 

The following communication from the Caamber of Commerce of 
tjhe State of New York, was received ; 
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Chamber of Commerce, J 

New York, November 26th 1859. J 

To the President of the Senate, 

Tallahasse Florida. 

The undersigned Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, being 
duly authorized to address the Chambers, Associations, ect., in the 
cotton-growing States, respecting sandy and fraudulently packed cot- 
ton, beg leave to request your attention to these matters. 

It may be of little use to discuss the question whether sandy cot- 
ton is the result of negligence or fraud, because it has had its day, and 
like other detected adulterations, will probably cease. A few remarks 
however, seem necessary. 

The origin of it is comparatively recent ; for there was no ap- 
preciable quantity of sand in the great crop of 1839 — 1840, although 
an unusually large quantity of cotton was then picked from the oround 
The great increase of the evil during the last three years is to be as- 
cribed in part to the short supply of our cotton in 1857 and 1858, 
and to the scarcity of Surat cotton in the latter year, which fa- 
cilitated the sale of almost any quality, however inferior ; but the 
abundant supply of both in 1859, together with the still increased 
quantity of sand, began to stop the demand for it at Liverpool last 
spring. Shippers may have contributed to promote the evil by pur- 
chasing freely and carelessly, but they were deluded by the Liver- 
pool valuations of last winter; perhaps, also, tho greater prevalence of 
transit sales in this city, where the sand is necessarily more or less 
shaken out of the sample papers, may be charged with a portion of 
the blame, as, by facilitating the operations of speculators, it proba- 
bly retarded the rejection of sandy cotton in the Southern markets. 

These things have no doubt tended to promote negligence on the 
part of planters^ and naturally led to the state of affairs named by 
an extensive planter, whose remarks were substantially as follows 
Viz : that he continues to use flues, although in the last few years 
more and more planters have given them up ; that he bas been ur- 
ged to do so too, for the reason that sandy sold within q^^q fourth cent 
per pound, of clean cotton, and contained barrels and barrels of sand 
and dust which his flues would exclude. 

The false or fraudulent packing of cotton is a different subject 
and requires special attention. 

Of late years factors in New Orleans, Mobile and other cotton 
ports have reftised to pay European and Northern claims for false 
packing, unless the planters' mark is stated in the certificate, howev- 
er clear the evidence that they had sold the Cotton to the claimant. 

This has naturally operated as one form of premium to fraud ; and 
the reported repeal of the laws of some States which required the 
planter to mark his name upon each bale, may be regarded as ancth- 
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cr ; for it will not be questioned that whatever obstructs the detec- 
tion of fraud is an encouragement of it. 

As it is equally true that whatever facilitates detection operates 
as a prevention of offences, so the important question to be solved is 
the best mode of detection ; and any information that you can give 
on this point will be gladly and thankfully received by the Chamber 
of Commerce here. 

Before making any suggestions, we feel thtit it may be deemed 
unnecessary or quixotic for us, as merchants, to devise means of pro- 
tecting the factor against tJie planter, because we can legally enforce 
recovery from the former by returning the defective bale to him from 
Lowell or Manchester, without proving more than its purchase from 
him. Still the heavy expenses of such return might be a great hard- 
ship to the factor, and therefore certificates (being also more con- 
venient) have generally been employed instead. Nevertheless, if 
false packing can be prevented, neither difficulties nor claims can oc- 
cur. 

It therefore appears to us that some kind of mark, to be affixed by 
the plahter, is needed for tracing the cotton to its source ; and as his 
external mark cannot be relied upon, because, being the first placed 
upon the bale it is naturally the first to be defaced, some internal 
mark seems necessary, and can, we suppose, be used with less trouble 
than any other. It would be easy for him to have the requsite 
number of cards printed with his name, plantation, County, State 
and year of growth, leaving his own number of the bale to be filled 
up in writing, and to put three such cards in different places near 
the centre of each bale while it is being packed ; then compel the 
factor in his turn, if practicable, to mark every bale which he sells 
with the name of his firm. This outside mark will run less risk of 
defacement than if imposed at the plantation, and, together with the 
year of growth and planters' number upon the card, will check mis- 
use of the cards by the spinner. It might be better if the planter 
would mark his name on the bale in addition to placing his cards 
inside. 

In suggesting these things, we do not contemplate any departure 
from the natural order of recourse, viz., the buyer upon the seller — 
we rather offer them for consideration, and though well satisfied of 
their propriety, perhaps you can devise amendments of a practical 
nature to facilitate their operation. If no satifactory plan can be 
arranged, we see nothing for it but a general resolution of buyers on 
both sides of the Atlantic to return the defective bale, in which case 
we suppose that some experience in paying $25 charges in place ot 
$5 or llO damages, will convince the factors that some better plan 
is needed. 

It may be asked why special legislation is more necessary for de- 
tecting frauds in cotton than in other articles. The answer is easy 
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dnd conclusive. In the case ol* sugar, tobacco, rice, flour, j;Taiu, iiq- 
iior, manufactured good.-^, <i:c., there is little or no dilMcully in exam- 
ining quality thorougly before completing purchase and delivery, 
br in tracing the fraud to its origin ; but in cotton, practically speak- 
ing there can be no such examination, nor discovery of the offen- 
der ; in fact a square bale of cotton can only be thorougly examined 
by breaking it np; or, in other ^vords, by the s])inners. 

For this reason, it is impossible to establish, an *' Inspeciion of 
Cotton ;" and fortunate it is, that the trade cannot be so burthened 
land that so much confidence must necessarily be placed in the lion- 
esty of the planter. For as this confidence is amply justified by the 
result, as respects an immense mjtjority of planters, so may their ac- 
tive co-operation be counted npon to pass the necessary laws through 
their Legislatures. 

M. MAURY. ] 
n. W; BOGERT. I Special Committee 
11. O. BREWER. \ of the Chamber of 
T. TILESTON. I Commerce N. Y. 
F. L. TALCOT. J 
Witness tlie seal of the Chamber of Commerce. 

By order of P. PERIT, President. 
J. Smith Homans, Secretary-, 

Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, wjls ordered to be spread npon the 
journal, and be referred to the Committee on Agriculture, with in- 
structions to report resolutions; 

The following special message from his Excellency tlie Governor, 
relative to the circulation of incendiary documents among slaves in 
this State, was received : 

Executive Chamber, { 
Tallahassee, Dec. 16, 1859. j 

Gentlemen of the Senate and Souse of Representatives : 

Charged as the Executive of this State with the protection of the 
interests of the State of Florida, I deem it to be my duty under the 
Constitution and my Oath to call your special attention to the fact 
that incendiary eflforts are being made in this State by distributing 
amongst our people through the United States mail, private matter 
inciting negroes to rebel, or make insurrection and inculcating resis- 
tance to the right of property of masters in their slaves. A few days 
since a book of this treasonable character, entitled "Compendium 
bf the impending crisis of the South, by Hinton Roman Helper, of 
Noath Carolina," addressed to the Governor of Florida, was received 
by me, through the Post Office, at Tallahassee. It is a matter of 

19 
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jMiblle notoriety that a humbcr of members of Coiigre.s.s of the Uni- 
ted States, are endorsers and circulators of this treasonable book; 
und thus we have the fact established that members of Congress 
(said to number more than sixty members) are incitinn; insurrection 
and resistance amonc^ the slaves in the State of Florida, by advancing 
money to circulate this treasonable matter, and which they or their 
agents have sent into the State of Florida. 

1 call upon you as the representatives of this sovereign State, to 
aid me in vindicating the honor of the State, and to assist me iti re- 
quiring of the General Government that the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted shall be enforced, and that the State of Florida shall be protect- 
ed under that instrument. 1 would therefore recommend that you 
pass a law similar to that passed by the State of Virginia, prevent- 
ing incendiary publications from being distributed through the Uni- 
ted States mail. And that you further enact such laws, as to you 
shall be deemed adequate to the mischief, for the punishment of any 
person, who shall circulate any abolition paper of any character 
whatever, or who shall in any way incite resistance by any slave or 
slaves to their masters, or shall interfere with the relation of master 
and slave with intent to injure the institution of slavery as it exists 
in the State. I would further recommend that tlie General Assem- 
bly shall pass a joint resolution addressed to our Senators and Rep- 
resentative in Congress, instructing them to demand that any mem- 
ber of the Senate or House of Representatives of the United States, 
who has aided in cailsing this book to be distributed, or circulated, 
and sent into the State of Florida, thereby inciting insurrection in 
the State of Florida, shall be expelled from the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. And that our Senators and kepresentativel>e instructed 
to prefer charges agaihst each and every member of the Congress of 
the United States, who has in any manner whatever aided in circu- 
lating, or in causing this treasonable book to be sent into the State 
of Florida, and cause such person or persons, to be arraigned before 
the Senate or House of Representatives of the United States of 
America. And that the General Assembly select a suitable person 
to convey said joint resolution to our Senators and Representative in 
Congress. 

The framers of this Government never intended that these who in- 
cite the committing of treason, murder and conspiracy in a sovereign 
State, should be worthy of occupying seats from which they should 
enact laws for the government of this nation, and have provided a 
power in Congress, for their expulsion. Let the State of Florida 
first endeavor to have her rights under the Constitution enforced, 
And when denied let her people determine the course to be pursued. 
Vert Respectfully, 

M. S; PERRY; 
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Which was reiul, ami an iiiutiou, \v:i.< reforr<;d tu ;i Special Oonv 
inittee cousistiii^ of Messrs. Keitt, ^IoQuccmi anil McKlvy. 

The rules being waived, Mr. McCall Mioved tliat the resolntlon 
calling on the Governor tor information in regard to t\\v, appoint- 
ment of Henry Wella, as agent, to select lands for the different Uai!- 
roads, be taken up ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Call moved that the resolution be put upon its passage ; 

The question was first taken upon the motioji of Mr. Dawkins to, 
strike out the Preamble ; 

On which the yeas and navs were called for b.v Messrs. Call and 
McCall; 

And were as foilows : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, P^ubanks, Jones, 
Lamar, McCall, McElvy, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

Xays — ^Messrs. Call, Dell, liawes, Keitt, iMcQueeu and Walker 
—6. 

So said Preamble was struck out. 

The resolution as amended was then put upon its passage; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eu- 
banks, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, 
Nicholson and Walker — 15. 

Nay — Mr. Welch — 1. 

So the resolution was passed. 

The question being on the 'title of the resolution, Mr. Dawkins 
moved to amend the title by inserting the word '^joint" before *• res- 
lution ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall 
and Keitt ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, DaWkins, Jones, McCall, McElvy, 
Nicholson and Welch — 8. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Call, Dell, Eppes, Eubanks, Hawes, 
Keitt, Lamar, McQueen and Walker — 10. 

So said motion was lost ; and, • 

On motion Mr. Dell, the resolution as amended, ordered to be 
certified to his Excellency the Governor. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Lamar moved that Mr. Eubanks be 
excused from attendance for the balance of the Session ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Call introduced the following reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repres^f^tives of the State 
of Florida in General Assembly convened., That in the opinion of 
this Genera.1 Assembly the payment by the Truv^^tecs of the Internal 
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Impi'ovonu'iit Fund, of the sum of >'*S2,47o 40 tu Messi'jj. Henry 
\N ills and A. M. UanJolpli, from the proceeds of the sale of Swamp 
I.aiuls, has boon made without authority of law, that under the con-, 
tract between Thomas l>rown, then Governor of the State of Flori- 
<la, and the said Henry V\'c!ls and A. (VI. fUndolph, for selecting 
and classifying the said lands, the said Wells and Randolph were re- 
quired fully to complete tlieir work by selecting and classifying all 
of the Swamp Lands, and by making out lists of said Swamp Lands, 
and suitable books and plats, and depositing the same in the office 
of the Register of State Lands before any payment whatever should 
be made thciii, and that after said book was completed the accounts 
of the said Henry Wells and A. M. Randolph were to be audited by 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts, and the amount allowed by 
said Comptroller, and no other paid to the said Wells and Randolph. 
That it appears from the report of said Trustees that all of the said 
lands have not been selected, none have been classified, none of the 
said books, maps and plats have been filed in the oihcQ of the Reg- 
ister of State Lands, the accounts of said Wells and Randolph have 
not been audited and allowed, and consequently they were not en- 
titled to any pay. 

Farther^ That from an examination of the contract between the 
said Governor Brown, and Wells, and Randolph, it appears to be 
extremely doubtful whether the said Wells and Randolph are enti- 
tled to any pay for any lands except such as they may have person- 
^ally examined and classified, that there is no evidence that any lands^ 
have been so examined and classified,* and that consequently the said 
Wells and Randolph were entitled to no pay whatever. 

Further^ That it admits of very great doubt whether the said 
Wells and Randolph are entitled to pay for those Swamp Lands. 
(including the Everglades and other large bodies of Overflowed 
Lands) which were designated to the State by the United States au- 
thorities without the intervention of said Agents ; and that in that 
event the whole pay of the said Wells and Randolph will not ex- 
ceed over $20,000, instead of the enormous sum of $82,473 46, 
which has thus been advanced to them without such acts of law. 

Further, That it appears from the report of said Trustees that the 
default of the said Agents, Wells and Randolph^ in filing their affida- 
vits of the character of the Swamp Lands which have been sold by 
the United States Government since the passage of the Act of May 
17th, 1856, is the real reason why the amount due the State for re- 
clamations on account of said lands has not heretofore been paid ; 
and that in the opinion of this General Assembly said affidavits were 
not filed because the said Agents had not made the personal exam- 
ination of sai'd la^is required by their contract, which, if it had 
been made would have enabled thera to make said affidavits, and 
that said default alone constitutes a sufficient violation of their con- 
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ment by the said Trustees. 

Resolved^ further^ That iu view of th« foregoing premises the said 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund be, and they are here- 
by required to take all necessary and proper steps to annul the said 
contract with Wells and Randolph, and to recover from them all 
Bums of money which may have been illegally paid on account of 
said contract ; also, to recover from said Wells and Randolph all 
books, papers, plats, maps and documents of every nature and de- 
scription which may have been prepared by them, or otherwise 
come into their possession under pretence of executing the said con- 
tract herein before referred to, and that for that purpose the said 
Trustees are hereby authorized to use the name of the State of Flor- 
ida, or to proceed in their own name as the case may require. 

Resolved^ further^ That the said Trustees be, and they are hero 
by authorized to take all the necessary and proper steps to carry 
out the provisions of the several Acts of Congress and of this State 
in reference to the selection and classifying of the Swamp Land 
granted to this State by Act of Congress, 



Copy of a contract made with Henry Wells, and A. M. Randolph, 
as State Ayenta to select the Swamp Lands, 

In accordance with the provisions of an Act of Congress entitled, 
'' An Act to enable the State of'Arkausas and other States to re- 
claim the swamp lands within their limits, approved September 28th 
1851, and of an Act of the (ieneral Assembly of Florida passed iu 
conformity therewith, entitled an Act to secure the swamp and over- 
flowed lands lately granted to the State, and for other purposes, ap- 
proved January 24th 1851," I Thomas Brown, Governor of the 
State of Florida, by and under the power and authority tlujrein con- 
fided, have agreed and do hereby enter into contract with Henry 
Wells and Athur V!. Randolph, of the State of Florida, as agents on 
behalf of the said State, to execute the duties contemplated by the 
aforesaid Acts, and under the instructions which have been givenor 
which may hereafter be given, by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office of the United States, to the Surveyor General of Flori- 
da, in any other form. In the pei-formance of this work, the said 
Henry Wells and Arthur M. Randolph, covenant and agree to use 
all due and proper d iligence in securing and classifying the lands 
lately granted to this State, designated as "Swamp or Overflowed 
Lands.*' The biissis of their operations will be the Township 
Maps which they will obtain from the office of the Surveyor Gener- 
al; and from the several local land offices in the State, the number 
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of ali entries or lands previously disposed of by the General Govern- 
ment, and will test the accuracy of the Topography by examination 
on the ground, correcting all important errors and noting the true 
line of overflow. Every legal subdivision embraced within such 
line will be entered in a note book to be kept in the following form : 

Selection. | Sv3ot:op, | Township. | Kano-e. | Aroa. | Kemai-ks 

From these lists and the eye, draughts, diamagrams, or if necessary, 
actual measiireiiients mudi in the field, will be compiled maps, one 
of every Township, exhibiting the Topography as corrected, the line 
of overflow, pvivjite entries, graiU-s, reservations and lands already 
owned by the State. On return to the oflSce of the Register of Pub- 
lic Lands, of this State, the note books containing the lists as above 
specified, an entry for each legal subdivision, and a complete set of 
Township maps, made with accuracy and suflScient neatness to be 
forwarded to Washington as originals from which the final copies 
are to be made, will be the performance of this contract ; and. the 
duties herein agreed to be performed, and the obligations into which 
the said Henry Wells and Authur M. Randolph have entered and 
will entitle them to received eight mills for each acre of " Swamp 
and overflowed Lands," selected and returned by them and confirm- 
ed to the State by the authorities at Washington, as contemplated 
by the Act of Congress before recited. And it is hereby stipulated 
and agreed, by the authority in me vested, that the said Henry 
Wells and Arhtur M. Randolph shall be allowed and entitled to re- 
ceive eight mills per acre for all the " Swamp and overflowed Lands " 
which they shall secure and return with the proper note books, en- 
tries, maps, (fee, as herein before stipulated, and which shall be cop- 
firmed to the State, to be audited by the Comptroller of this State, 
and " paid out of any monies received from the sale of said Lands, " 
as provided by the Act of the General Assembly before recited. To 
the true intent and meaning whereof, the parties have jointly sub: 
scribed this contract and agreement in duplicates. 

THOMAS BROWN, 
HENRY WELLS, 
ARTHUR M. RANDOLPH. 

Mr. Call moved that the resolutions oflfered by him, and the con- 
tract between Governor Brown and Wells, and Randolph, referred 
to in the report of the Trustees, be spread upon the Journals, and 
the resolutions placed among the orders of the day for to-morrow ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed bills report the following bills as 
correctly engrossed, to-wit : 
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A b'ill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
Columbus Steamboat Company ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
New Orleans Steam Navigation Company ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to organize a Fire Insurance Compa- 
ny in the city of Pensacola, 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. W. NICHOLSON, 

Act. Ch'n. 

Which was read and the accompaning bills placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

The Committee on Enrolled bills made the following report : 

The Conamittee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills and resolution as correctly enrolled : 

A bill to be entitled on Act to empower John W. Broxon and 
Jsaac Broxon to assume the management of their own estates ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Spencer Price, of Levy 
county, to establish a ferry from No. 4, on the mainland, to the Wes- 
tern terminus of the Florida Railroad on W^ay Key, thence across 
the bay to Atseena Otie ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to establish a ferry across the Ockla- 
waha River ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the reli^of Andrew J. Moore and 
William S. Dilworth ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the law allowing appeals 
from the decisions of the Boards of County Commissioners in this 
State; and 

Resolution relative to the establishment of the boundary line be- 
tween the State of Georgia and the State of Florida. 
Respectfully submitted, 

L. G. McELVY, Chm'n. 

Which report was received. 

Mr. Eppes asked that the rules be waived, to allow him to make 
a motion ; 

Which was granted. 

Mr. Eppes moved, that 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
Columbus Steamboat Company ; and 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
New Orleans Steam Navigation Company, be placed respectively 
third and fourth in the orders of the day ; 

Which was adopted. 

The rules bcin^ waived, Mr. Duncan introduced the following bills, 
pursuant to previous notice : 

A bill to be entiled an Act to incorporate the city of Jasper ; 
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A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Joseph D. Smith to as- 
sume the management of his own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of William Day and Lr 
B. McTyer ; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

House of Representatives, } 
December 14th, 1859. ) 

Hon. John Finlatson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The followin^^ l^ilL^^ linve this day passed the House, and 
are herewith transmitted : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to afford a rule for the constructions 
of deeds and wills, in certain cases; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to' aiiieitd an Act to provide for the 
recording of marks and brands of cattle shipped from the counties of 
Manatee and Hillsborou«;-h ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act ta empower Thomas J. Chace, a mi- 
nor of Jefferson county, to a,s^:iunc the management of his own es- 
tate ; m 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to 
incorporate the city of Atseena-Otie ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to extend the jurisdiction of Justices 
of the Peace, of this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to the Gulf City and In- 
terior Railroad company, and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad 
company ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to 
amend an Act to incorporate the town of Quincy, approved January 
12th, ISSlj approved January 13th, 1857. Also, 

Senate bill to be entitled an Act authorizing a bridge tax in Wal- 
ton county. 

Very respectfully, 

E. M. GRAHAM, 
Crk Ho. Rep's. 

Which was read, and the Senate bill ordered to be enrolled, ancF 
the House bills placed among the orders of the day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolution to change mail route No. 6543 ; 
Was read and put upon its passage ; 
Upon which the vote was : 
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Yeai-^Mi*. Prewdent, ^lessrs. Call, Dell, lippes, Keitt, McCallf 
ifcQueen, Nicholson, Walker and Welch — 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Eubanks, Lamar and McElvy — 4. 

So said resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that thb same be certified to the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to empower Susan iVI. Groom, a 
minor of Leon county, to assume the management of her own es- 
tate; 

Was read the second time, rules waived, read a third time by its 
title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas— Mn President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eppes/ 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and 
Welch— 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Eubanks and Walker — 2. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
Columbus steamboat navigation Company ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell/ 
Eppes, Eubanks, Jones, Keitt, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walk- 
er and Welch — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. . 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
New Orleans steam navigation company ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Eppes, Eubanks, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, 
Walker and Welch— 16. 

Nays — none. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Isaac N. Shep- 
«rd of Gadsden county ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 
20 
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Yeas— Mr. I^resident, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin; Call, Bawkins; 
Eppes, Eiibanks, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQdeen, Nicholson^ 
Walker and Welch — 16. 

Nays — none. 

So said bill passed — title as stated: 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represent^ 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act fdr Ihe relief of Isaac N. Shepard; 
Guardian of the minor heirs of Henry M. Shepard, late of Gadsdeii 
county, deceased ; ' 

Was read a third time and put upon it^ passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Balawin, Call, Dawkins, 
Eppes, Eubanks, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McEIvy; McQueen, Nicholson, 
Walker and Welch— 15. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Nicholson moved that the vote taken 
yesterday, on the bill entitled an Act to create the county of Perry, 
De reconsidered ; 

On which the yeas and njtvs were called for by Messrs. *Walker 
^nd McCdll ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Eubanks, 
Jones, McCall, McElvy, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Call, Dell; Eppes, Keitt, Lamar and McQueen — 6: 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. McCall moved that the rules be waived, so that he could make 
the following motion : 

That the bill to be entitled an Act to create the county of Perry; 
DC placed among the orders of the day; read the second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall and Nichol- 
son; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Eubiiriks, 
Jones, McCall, McElvy, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 
. Nays — Messrs. Call, Dell, Eppes, Keitt, Lamar, McQaeeil and 
Walker— Y. 

So said motion was lost. 
. A bill to be entitled an Act still further defining tbe dtities (tf the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund ; 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Call moved to aniend the bill Uy striking out "and in' par- 
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ticular filie Cth clause of the 6tL feectiun, and the 'Joth section of 
said Act," and inserting after the word " violated" ihc words " or 
refused to comply with," and after the word ** violating" the words 
**or refusing to comply with," and adding after the word " Act" in 
in the 6th line the words " in a manner likely to damnify or injure 
the said Internal Improvement Fund f 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Baldwin moved to amend by striking out the word "of" in 
the 6th line, 2nd page, and insert " not to exceed" (twice ;) 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Call moved also to add the following additional section : 

Section 5. Be it further enacted. That whenever any person or 
body corporate shall feel themselves aggrived by any violation for 
refusal to comply with any of the provisions of said Internal Im- 
provement Act, by or on the part ot any of the said Railroad Com- 
panies which have availed themselves of the benefits of the said In- 
ternal Improvement Act, it shall and may be lawful for such persons 
or bodies corporate, to institute proceedings against such Railroad 
Company, in his her or their own name, in the same n^anner and sub- 
ject to the same regulations, instructions and rights of appeal as in 
1st, 2nd and 3rd sections of this Act it is provided may be done by 
the said Taustee* of the Internal Improvement Fund, and the judg- 
ment of the Court in favor of said persons or bodies corporate shall 
be enforced in the same manner as is herein before provided for, en- 
forcing a judgment in favor of the Trustees of said Internal Im- 
provement Fund. 

Which was adopted ; 

And the bill as amended, ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing on to-morrow. 

The rules being waived, the Committee on Enrolled BiUs mado 
the following report : 

Mk. Prxsidsnt ! 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills report as correctly enrolled the 
following bill : 

A bill to be entitled an Act authorizing a bridge tax in Walton 
county. , • 

Respectfully submitted, 

ISAAC WELCH, 
Acting Ch'n Com. on Enrolled Billi. 

Which was received and read. 

On motion of Mr. Dawkins, the Senate took a recess unti) half- 
past three o'clock, P. M. 
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HALF-PAST TlIKEh: O'CLOCK, l\ M. 

The Senate resumed its session. 

No quorum present. 

Mr. Baker moved a call of the House, and the Sergeant at Arm* 
was sent for the absentees; 

Pending which a quorum appeared. 

The orders of the day were resumed. 

House bill to be entitled an Act concerning Pilots and Pilotage 
at Cedar Keys ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by it* 
title ; 

Mr. Dell moved to amend the bill by striking out the " 6lth sec- 
tion ;" 

Which was adopted ; 

And the bill as amended ordered for a third reading on to-mor- 
row. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Allen Gibson ; 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Dell offered as a substitute for the bill, 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Allen Gibson of Ma- 
yion county, and Solomon F. Haliday, o t Alachua county ; 

Which was accepted, and the substitu ted bill ordered for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of M. F. Papy ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to-, 
piorrow, 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of H. T. Blocker ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to. 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the consolidation 
of^the statutes and the compilation of a code of laws for this State ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to-» 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act providing for the publication of 
the names of cert^n persons with the acts of each and every sesn 
sion of the General Assembly ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Supreme Court 
to establish rules in Chancery practice ; 

Was read the secotid time, and on motion, referred to the 
Committee on Judiciary. 

House bill to be entiiled an Aot to amend the laws of ^is Stat^ 
Relating to divorce ; 
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Was read the second time and referred to the Committee oa Ju- 
diciary. 

House bill to be entitled on Act in relation to records; 

Was read the second time, and referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to change the name of Andrew 
J. Revells, of Madison county, to that of Andrew J. Duncan ; 

Was read the second time, rules waived, read a third time by itt 
title and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Bakej, Call, Dawkins, Dell Eppes, 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, 
Walker and Welch— 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to empower William W. Tucker, 
of Jefferson county, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

Was read a second time, rules waived, read a third time by its ti- 
tle, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eppes, 
HawcF, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson 
and Welch— 15. 

Nay — Mr. Walker — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to require Justices of the Peace 
to give bond ; 

Was read the second time, and referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to prevent the unnecessary use 
of fire-arms in the State of Florida on the Sabbath day; 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Call moved to amend the bill by striking out " Sabbath 
day" wherever it occurs, and inserting " Sunday" in lieu thereof; 

Which amendement was adopted. 

Mr. Dell moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall 
and Walker ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Dell, Eppes and Keitt — 3. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins, Hawes, 
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Jfones, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and 
Welch— 13. 

So said motion was lost. 

And the bill as amended ordere4 to be engrpssed for a third read- 
ingon to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act ta require Physicans and Surge-: 
ons to ^le certified copies of their diplomas ; 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to-, 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act repealing certain' Acts passed, in 
relation to the County Officers in Calhoun county ; 

Was read a second time and referred to a select Committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Eppes, McElvy and Dawkjns. 

A bill to be entitled an Act amendatory of the several Acts of 
force in this State, in reference to costs in suits at law and in equi- 
ty, in the several Courts of this State ; 

" Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act amending the char- 
ter of the city of Pensacola, for the purpose of extending the pow- 
ers of the city to aid in the construction of the Alabama and Flori- 
da Railroad, in Florida, approved December 21, 1858 ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a, third 
peading on to-morrow. 

Resolution for the relief of J. C. Crosby ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to s^mend the second section of the 
third Article of the Constitution of this State; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to repeal the 25th section of an Act 
.entitled on Act to provide for and encourage a liberal system of In- 
ternal Improvements in this State ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Board of Edu- 
cation qi the State Seminary West of the Suwannee to confer Col- 
legiate degrees; 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to-r 
inorrow. 

Mr. Call moved the Senate adjourn until 1 O'clock to-morrow ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. McCall 
jmd Bakor ; 

Upon which the vote waa^ 
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Yeas — Mi*. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell,Eppeft; 
bawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar and McElvy — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Eubanks, McCall, McQueen, Nicholson^ 
Walker and Welch— Y. 

So the Senate stood adjourned nntil 10 o'clock, to -morrow mor- 
'fting. 



FRIDAY, December 16th, 186^. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

Rev. Dr. DuBose oflSciated as Chaplain; 

On motion of Mr. Keitt, the reading of yesterday's journal was'dis- 
^nsed with, and the journal corrected and approved. 

Mr. Call moved that. 

Whereas, A large amount of most important business will be 
left unfinished should an adjournment be had on the 17th instant, 
as provided for by the Senate resolution; And^ whereas, Such fail- 
ure on the part of the General Assembly to complete its business 
would be a flagrant dereliction of duty, and a wanton disregard of 
public interests ; Therefore, A Committee of three be appointed to 
obtain from the House a Senate Joint re^olutioh fixing the day of 
adjournment on the 17th inst. ; 

Which was adopted. 

Whereupon, the Chair appointed Messrs. Call, Lamar and McCall 
on said Committee. 

Mr. Call moved 

That the bill entitled a bill to organize the county of Perry and 
the substitute, and the amendment, be referred to the Judiciaiy 
Committee with instruction to report on the constitutionality of the 
original bill. 

Mr. Dawkins moved to iimend the substitute by striking out the 
word " substitute ;" 

Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Call. 

A committee from the House appeared, consisting of Messrs. Bar- 
rett, Brevard and Erwin, and asked to return the Senate resolution 
for adjournment on the 17th inst. 

The same Committee informed the Senate that they had been ap 
pointed to meet a similar commitee on the part of the Senate, to Ax 
upon some day for adjournmetit. 
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A committee from the House. appeared, ccmsiating of Messrs. In- 
gram, Frink and Heermans, and requested the return o# a bill to b# 
entitled an Act to change the dividing line between the counties of 
Putnam and St. Johns. 

Mr. McCall moved a call of the House ; 

Upon calling the roll the following members answered to their 
names. 

Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eppes^ 
Eubanks, Hawes, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson 
and Welch — 16. 

On motion of Mr. McCall, the Sergeant- at- Arms was sent for the 
absentees. 

On motion of Mr. Mcrall, the call of the House was suspended,^ 
and the bill referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, the Senator from Columbia was ex- 
cused from further attendance on the Senate, for the balance of the 
Session. 

Mr. Welch moved that after to-day, no new bill or resolution of a 
a public character, shall be introduced in the Senate without the 
unanimous consent of all Sc^nators ; 

Which motion was passed over infornijilly. 

On motion of Mr. Gall, the joint resolution providing for an ad- 
journment on the iVth inst., 

Was rescinded, 

Mr. Baker moved that a committee of three be appointed to meet 
the committee appointed by the House, to consult and decide as to 
the adjournment of this Legislature ; 

Which motion was adopted, and, 

Messrs. Baker, McElvy and Baldwin, appointed such committee. 

On motion of Mr. Dell, the Senator from Wakulla was excused 
from further attendance on the Senate after to-morrow. 

The committee appointed to meet a similar committee on the part 
of the House, to consult as to the adjournment of this Legislature, 
returned and reported that they had performed that duty, and were 
discharged, 

Mr. Call moved that a Committee of three be appointed to re- 
turn to the House the bill to be entitled an Act to change the di- 
viding line between the counties of Putnam and St. Johns ; 

Which was adopted ; and Messrs. Call, Walker and Dawkins ap- 
pointed said Committee. 

Mr. Dell presented the petition of th-e Register of U. S. Lands at 
Newnansville ; 

Which was received ; 

And on motion of Mr,- Dell, ordered to be spread upon the Jouf' 
nal : 
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Xkwnansvillk, Dec. 6tli, ISoO^ 
lloN. Philip Deu. : 

Dear Sir : — I take the liberty of addressing you on a subject of 
great importance to the State, iind trust you Avill lay the matter be- 
fore the Legislature, and urge upon that body the necessity of prompt 
action. I allude to the shameful trespass by timber cutters on the 
lands of the State, thereby rendering totklly valueless hundreds 
"and thousands of acres, and consequently robbing the State of a 
large amount of money. In my way of inspection as timber agent 
t)f the U. S., these trespassed come undcir my observation, and J 
think on one tour during the pr(isent year, I detected perhaps ten 
thousand dollars worth of timber Cut. The most of the tine timbei* 
of the St. Johns, St. Mar3^'s and Nassau Rivers are all nearly cut 
over, and the Railroads being opened new, means of transportation, 
the finest timter, perhaps, in the State is now being cut from the 
State lands, dnd sent down these roads, principally to Jacksonville. 
There is no law of the State on this sucject which gives any pro- 
tection. The law giving the supervision to the Grand Juries of 
each county is entirely worthless ; and, indeed, I do not believe it 
could operate where a trespasser upon the Swamp and Overflowed 
Lands, (which comprise much the largest and most valuable dona- 
tion in the east,) for you are aware that law was passed anterior to 
the Swamp Land Act of September, 1850, and from its phraseology 
cannot, I conceive, have prospective action. 

There is another matter, 1 think, which loudly calls for Legisla- 
tive action. The present law regulating the sale ot these lands, re- 
quires only one-forth of the purchase in cash, giving them years in 
which to pay the balance. The most of the State Lands sold on the 
coast is to these lumber men, and it is a very common practice foi* 
the purchase to be made by an irresponsible Trustee. The lumber 
is then cut, the lands vacated and forfeited, but entirely valueless. 
I think the law should be so amended as to prevent this shameful 
fraud, which I assure you is carried on to a greater exteht than you 
have any idea of; 

With much respect, I remain, 

Your ob't serv't, 

JOHN C. PELOT. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report: 

Mr. President : 

Sir : — The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the 
following bills as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the second section of the 
third Article of the Constitution of this States ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to repeal the 24th section of an Act 
21 
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ciititle(l aft Act lb provide for and encourage a liberal system of In- 
ternal Improvement in this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act amending tlie char- 
ter of the city of Pensacola fOr the purpose of extending the powers 
of the city to aid in the construction of the Alabama and Florida 
itailroad in Florida, approved December 21st, 1858; 

A bill to be entitled an Act amendatory of the several Acts of 
force in this State in reference to costs in suits at law and equity in 
the several Courts of this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act still further defining the duties of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement P'und ; 

Resolution for the relief of J. C. Crosby, late Sheriff of Escambia 
county. 

Kespectfullv submitted, 

A. W. NICHOLSON. 
Acting Ch'nJI!om. dn Engrossed Bills. 

AVhich Avas received and the accompanying bills and resolutioii 
placed among the orders bf the day. 

Mr. Dawkins from the Cbmmittee on Propositions and Greviances 
made the following rcpi5i-i : 

The Committee on Proposition and Grievances to whoni was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an Act to prevent insubordination among 
slaves, recommend the passage of the bill, with the following amend- 
ment after the words Owner, Trustee, Guardian Executor or Ex- 
ecutrix, Administrator or Administrjitrix, "the ^ords or any person 
or persons hiring any slave or slaves." 

Your Committee further report, that the subject matter "cbntained 
in the communication of F. H. Flagg and the Territorial warrant ac- 
compayning the same," is in the opinion of ydur Committee, among 
the class of claims previously reported upon by this Committee: 
Your Committee therefore report the san*e back to the Senate, and 
tecommend that the warrant be returned to the saiid F: H. Flagg. 

D. C. DAWKINS, 

Chairman. 

Which report was received and the accompaning bill placed 
kmong the oders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes mlade the following report i 

The Select Commiittee to whorri was referred a bill to be entitled 
kn Act repealing certain acts passed in relation to the county offi- 
cers of Calhoun county, 

REPORT, 

That they have examined said bill,' and fecbmnicnd the passage 
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v»f the saiiU' with the I'olluvviiig luneiuhj^ciits whioli iiro herewith 
submitted. 

T. J. Kl^PbX 

I). C. DAWKIXS, 

L. G. McELVV. 

Amend Section 1st, as follows: 

Strike out all after 9th line, in section 1st, after the words ** Court- 
Jiouse" in said ninth line. 

Insert the following additional sections : 

Sec. 2. Be it farther enacted^ Th.it before this act shall be in force 
it shall be submitted to the qualified voters of said county of Cal- 
houn, at their next election of Judge pf Probate for said county, for 
approval or disapproval ; at which said election the voters shall en- 
dorse on their ballots the words " approval" or '* disapproval," and 
if a majority of the votes so^ cast at said election be for ** approval" 
then this act shall be in force ; if " disapproval" then the said law 
shall not be in force. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the. 
Judge of Probate, in the cpunty of Calhpun, at the next election, af- 
ter the passage of this actj for Judge oif Probate in said county to 
give notice of this act ; and tlie canvassers of said election shall, and. 
it is hereby made their duty when they meet to canvass the election 
returns for said t)flBce of Judge of Probs^te, to canvass the votes for 
" approval" or ** disapproval" and to malce return tbei^eof as in other 
cases of election. 

Also, amend section 2 o^ said bill, by inserting section 4. 

Which was received and the accomp^^nying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

HousK OF Representatives, ) 
Dec, 16th 1850. ) 

Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — The House has this day passed the following bill, viz : 
A bill to be entitled an Act for tho relief of Simeon A. Edwards. 

Very Respespectfully, 

E. M. GRAHAM, 
Clerk House Rep. 

Which was received and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

The rules being waived, on motion'^of Mr, Dell, the bill to be enti- 
tled an Act for the relief of Simeon A. Edwards ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second a^nd third 
|imes by li^ title, and put upon its passage ; 
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trpon Nvliich tli^^vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin^ Chi], Dawkin% 
l.)oll, Eppcs, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson^ 
Walker and Welch — 15* 

Xay — None. 

So said bill passed — fitle as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 



House of Representatives, } 



December 15th, 1859. 

Hon. JollK FiNLAYSOK, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — The following Senate bill has this day passed the House^ 

A bill to be entitled an Act relative to the Office of Sheriffs and 
Circuit Court Clerks in the county of Washington ; 
With the following amendment : 

Strike out the word "Sheriff;'^ also, in the fourth line, Section 
1st, the words " their respective." 

Very Respectfally^ 

E. M. GRAHAM, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 
The following Message was received from the Hoase of Repre-* 
sentatives : 

House of Representatives, ) 
December 15th, 1859. y 

Hon. John PiNLAtsoN, 

President of the Senate ; 
Sir : — The House has this day passed the following bill : 
A bill to be entitled an Act concerning Sheriffs and Coroners ; 
With the following amendment : 

By striking out the words " or upon any Bay, Greek or River ad- 
joining thereto," in the sixth and seventh lines of the 2nd section. 
Very Respectfully, 

E. M. GRAHAM, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 
The following message was received from the House of Represen-^ 
tatives : 

House of Representatives, ) 
Dec. 16th, 1859. J 

Hon. John Finlaysok, 

President of the Senate. 
Sir: — Th<j House has this day passed th« fallowing Sonat« 
\>i\\s and resolution, viz :• 
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A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of costa 
by plantifFs, in certain casses in the Western Judicial Circuit ; 

Resolution to empower the Governor of the State to sell certain 
Bonds ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act more fully defining the duties of Tax 
Assessor and Collector for the city of Pensacola. 

The following bills have been lost in the House : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to proscribe the manner of making 
returns by Executors, Administrators and Guardians in this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the dividing line between 
the Counties of Putnam and St. Johns. 

Passed the following House bill, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act granting retail licenses in the State 
of Florida, 

Very respectfully, 

E. M. GRAHAM. 

Clerk House Rep. 

Which was read and the House bills placed among the orders of 
the day, and the Senate bills ordered to be enrolled. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Baldwin introduced the following 
bill, which was placed among the orders of the day: 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Jacksonville and 
St. Augustine Railroad Company ; 

On motion, the rnles being waived, the bill was read the first and 
second times by its title and referred to the Committee on Corpora- 
tions. 

On motion of Mr. Walker the Senate took a recess until liiilf-past 
three o'clock. 



HALF-PAST THREE O'CLOCK, P. K 

The Senate resumed its session, 
A quorum present. 

ORDERS OF THE BAY. 

House bill to be entitled an Act concerning Pilots and pilotage at 
'Cedar Keys ; 

And the bill as amended was read a third time and put upon its 
passage", 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dell, Dun- 
can, Eppes. Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, MeElvy, McQueen^ Nichol- 
non and Welch — 14, 
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Xays — None. 

So said bill passed-^-title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Dell moved that the Secretary be au- 
thorized to employ an assistant, to certify bills as they pass the Sen- 
ate to the House of Representatives ; 

Whibh motion was adopted. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Baker moved that the bill for the re- 
lief pf Spencer T. Thomas, be taken up first in order ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

And the* bill read the second time, and pp motion, was passed over, 
informally. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Eppes introduced the following res-, 
olution : 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Stats of Florida in General Assembly convened^ That our Senators 
in Congress be instructed, and our Member requested to obtain the 
passage of an Act to establish a Fort and other necessary Fortifica- 
tions at the Port of Apalachicola and in said city of Apalachicola 
in this State, and to urge appropriations from the Federal Govern- 
ment for that purpose. . 

The resolution being read, on motion, it was put upon its pas- 
sage ; 

Upon which the vote was ; 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, Mc- 
Queen, Nicholson, Walker and Welch — 17. 

Nays — None. 

So said resolution passed— title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Allen Gibson, of Ma- 
rion county, and Solomon F. Haliday of Alachua county ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the votes was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, 
Nicholson and Walker — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa-, 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of M. F. Papy ; 

Was read a second time, rules waived, read a third time by its ti-, 
tie, and put upon its passage ; 
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Upon which the votet, was : 
, Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen; 
Nicholson and Walker — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to tte House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of H. T. Blocker ; 

Rules being waived, was read a second and third times by its ti 
tie and put upon its passage ; 

The vote was: • 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins; 
Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson 
and Walker — 14. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represnta- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the appointment of Vice Chan- 
cellors; 

Was read a second time; and on motion of Mr. Dell, was indefin- 
itely postponed. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to add an additional section to the 
Constitution of this State, to be numbered Section Eight of Article 
sixteen ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second and third 
times, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Dell, Eppes, Hawes, Jonefe, Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson and Walk- 
er— 13. 

Nays — Messrs. Duncan and McEvly — 2. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prvent fraudulent settlements on 
married women ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second time by its 
title and referred to the Committee on the Judiciajy. 

A bill to be entitled an Act declaratory of the sense of the Gen- 
eral Assembly as to the grant of lands to aid in the construction of 
Ibhe different Railroads in this State ; 

Was read a first time, rules waived, read a second time by its title; 
iand referred to the Committee on Internal Improvement, and 80 
copies ordered to be printed. 
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A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to evidence ; 

Was read a third time, and put upon its passage. 

Upon which the vote was : ♦ 

Yeas — Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, Eppes^ 
Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McElvv, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and 
Welch— 14. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an act to provide for the 
payment pro rata, of the debts of insolvent estates ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second time by it* 
title, and refered to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to change the line between Gadsden 
and Liberty counties ; 

The further reading of the bill was o'ispensed with, and the bill 
placed back upon its second reading for to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an iVct in relation to the duties of Justices 
of the Peace, &c. ; 

W^as read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and referred to the Commitee on Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to remove in part obstnictions at the 
Port of Jackson\nlle ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call Dell, Duncan Eppes, 
Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and Walker — 
13. 

Nays — None. * 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to. the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Joseph D. Smith to as- 
sume the management of his own estate ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas; — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dell, Duncan, 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and 
Welch— 14. 

Nay — Mr. Walker — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of ReprcBentf? 
tives. 
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A t)iii to be entitled an Act to incorporate Inc city ot Jasper ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title, and referred tb the Comiliittee on Corporations. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of William Day and L. 
B; McTyer ; 

W^as read the first time, the rules waived, read the second time 

by its title, and referi*ed to the Committee on ( laims and Accounts. 

* Resolutions relative to the Indian River & St. Johns River Canal ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
heading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prbvide for the attendance of slave 
l^itnesses in capital cases ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, 
JoneS; Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson^ Walker and Welch — 
15. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as staffed; 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to organize a Fire Insurance Compa- 
ny in Pensacola, under the name of Pensacola Fire Insurance Corn- 
Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Hawes^' 
Jones, Lamar McElvy, McQufeen, Nichblsbn, Walker and Welch — 

14; 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified tb tlie House of Representa-' 
lives. 

A bill to be entitled aii Act in relation td the Gulf City and In- 
terior Rail-road Companyj and the Pehsacbla and Georgia Rail-road 
Company; 

The further reading 6f the bill was dispensed with, rules waived j 
read a second time by its title, and referred to a select Committee 
of three, consisting of Messrs. JBppes, Lamar and McElvy. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Andrew J. Lanier of Lafayette* 
county ; 

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
t^inff on to-morrow. 

A bm to be entitled Ati Act concerhing Pilotage at the Port of' 
t^matidina ; 
22* 
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AVlts read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
^611 to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Benjamin Hopkins, 
nup others ; 

v\ as read a third tijue, and on motion, was passed over fnformall y, 
aiitil to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the recovery of taxes illegally ex- 
acted; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reoding on tc-morrow. 

Resolution recommending to tlie Trnstees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund, certain proceedings in regard to the several Kail -road 
Companies ; 

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to unite the offices of Judge of 
l^robate and Clerk of the Circuit Court, in Volusia county ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second and tliird 
times by its title, and put upon its passage '; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dell, Duncan j 
Kppes, Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McElvy> McQueen, Nicholson, Walker 
"and Welch — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to morrow mornitig, 10 
V clock. 



-0-^ 



SATURDAY, December, I7th, 1859. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

kev. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the reading of yesterday's journal was 
dispensed with, and the jouiTial approved. 

Mr. Dawkins moved that Mr. Watlington, the Senator from th^ 
2bth District, be sworn in ; 

; Whereupon the oath was administered bv T. J. Eppeir, Notary 
?Public. 
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f uPsuaut to previous notioe, Mr. llawes iulro<.luco<l, 

A bill to be entitled an Act to ineorpwate the Palatka R;iilron«i 
Company ; 

The rules being waived, the bill was read the first and second 
times by its title, and referred to the Judiciary Coniniittec. 

Mr. Eppes offered the following resolutions : 

Whbreas, grave charges are made and preferred in the resolu- 
tions offered on the 15th inst, by the Senator from Nassau, touching 
and relating to a contract made and entered into between Governor 
Thomas Brown and Messrs. Henry Wells and A. M. Randolph, "in 
accordance with the provisions of an Act of Congress, entitled an 
Act to enable the State of Arkansas and other States, to reclaim 
the Swamp Lands within their limits," approved Sep. 28, 1851, and 
oif an Act of the General Assembly of Florida, passed in conformity 
therewith, entitled an Act to secure the Swamp and overflowed lands, 
lately granted to the State, and for other purposes, approved Jan. 
24,1851; 

And Whereas, the General Assembly is called upon in said res- 
olutions to express their opinion, and to condemn, apparently with*^ 
out investigation, the conduct of the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund, in the payment mades by them to Messrs. Wells 
and Randolph, and harshly to judge the conduct of said contractors 
under said contract referred to ; 

And Whereas, justice to said parties, to the State at large, and 
to the Trustees, demand a full, fair, and impartial^ investigation, and 
that the Legislature should not unadvisedly, hastily or intemperate- 
ly act in the premises ; Therefore, 

Be it Resolved by the Senate^ That said resolutions of the Senator. 
from Nassau, together with the contract referred to therein, which 
were offered on the 15th inst., and spread upon the journals of the 
Senate, and made the orders of the day for the ensuing day, togeth 
cr with the report of the Trustees and all papers submitted relating 
thereto, be, and the same are hereby referred to a select committee 
of five to be appointed by the Chair, to investigate the charges, all 
and singular, made and preferred therein or touching, or in any^ way 
relating to the subject, and that said committee have full power 
to send for persons or papers and to fully investigate all the charges, 
matters and things setforth and contained or in anywise embraced 
or referred to in said resolutions, and to report the evidence so taken 
to this General Assembly. 

Which was read and adopted. 

Whereupon the Chair appointed Messrs. McElvy, Dawkins, Bakery 
JkicQueen and Duncan as such committee. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report ; 
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Mr. Prrsidkxt : 

ITie Committee on Engrossed bills report as correctly engrossedj 
the following bills and resolutions : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the recovery of taxes illegally ex- 
ited ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Andrew J. Lanier, of Lafayette 
county ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act concerning Pilotage at the Port of 
Fernandina ; 

Resolution relative to the Indian and St. Johns River Canal ; 
Resolution recommending to the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provemnnt Fund certain proceedings in regard to the several RaiK 
^road Companies. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ISAAC WELCH, 
Acting Ch'n Cow. on Engrossed Bills. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bills and resolutiona 
placed among the orders of the day, 

Mr. Baker frow the Senate Committee s^ppointed at the last ses*. 
sion of the Legislature, to examine the Books of the Trustees of tha 
Internal Improvement Board, presented the following questions and 
communication relative to the same, and moved that Messrs. Nichn 
olson, McQueen and himself be discharged from the further investi- 
gation of tie saD(ie ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Tallahassee, Dec. 13th, 186ft^ 

Gents ; — Be pleased to inform me, 

Ist. What amount or near about the same, (as iax as you can now 
estimate the same) has been paid by you for books, maps, charts, 
plats copied of Grants, <fec., for and about the selection of the Over- 
nowed and Swamp Lands for the State, under Act of ICongreas of 
September 28th, 1860. 

2nd. What amount or the nearest proximate estimate you can 
give me, has been expended by you in the selection of said lands. 

3rd. What amount or the nearest proximate amount to be de- 
rived at, has been saved and preserved to the State by the superi^ 
or quality and consequent increased value of land selected by yon 
for the State, under the said Act of Sept. 28th, 1850, and under 
your contract with the Governor of this State, dated *■— day of 

■-r-rr^y A. p., 1851, 
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You will much oblige me and the Committee by answering the 
fibove enquiries. 

Very Respectfully, 
Yours, (fee, 

J. McROBERT BAKER, 
Ch'n Joint Com. Investigation Senate and House. 
Messrs. Randolph and Wells, State Agents, <fec., present. 

Response of Hugh A, Corley to the within and foregoing questions 
in absence of Wells and Randolph : 

1. Advanced and paid out by Wells, consideralby upwards of twen- 
ty-five thousand dollars. 

2. Private expenses of two persons engaged in a work of this char- 
acter, involving traveling expenses throughout the State and to 
Washington and back, board bills, &c, in Washington and St. Au- 
gustine are difficult to be estimated. 

How far the ContrcLct has been executed : 

1. They have used all due and proper diligence in securing the 
:8wamp Lands so far as the United States surveys have extended, 
except in the recently surveyed townships, plats of which have just 
been received. 

2. The lands have not been classified according to the meaning ot 
the word " classify," under the laws existing at the date of the con- 
tract. The State lands were then divided into three classes with a 
fixed price for each class ; this sy^stem has now been abolished. The 
agents, plats show the description of land on nearly every mile of 
line now in the State, and when pine or hammock, designate wheth- 
er 1st, 2nd «r 3rd rate. 

3. They obtained township maps from the office of Surveyer Gener- 
al and the local Land Offices; and from the local Land Offices and 
General Land Office obtained the numbers of all entries or lands 
previously disposed of by the General Government, and tested the 
accuracy of the topography by examination on the ground. 

4. Note books as provided by said Act were prepared in a form 
not materially differing from the one prescribed by the Act. 

6. From these lists were compiled maps as required. 

6. The note books wore delivered to the Governor, (Brown) but in- 
stead of delivering the township maps to be forward by the Register to 
Washington as originals, from which the final copies were to be 
made, they went to Washington and had the final copies there pre- 
pared at tnere own cost. 

The selection of land, in the unsnrveyed district has not of course 
jbeen completed. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an Act providing for filling vacancies in thct 
office of Register of State Lands ; 

Was read the first time, rales waived, read the second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Elections. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to afford a rule for the construc- 
tion of Wills and deeds in certain cases ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on Mon- 
day. 

House bill be entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide for the 
recording of marks and brands of cattle shipped from the counties, 
of Manatee and Hillsborough, passed at the ninth General Assem- 
bly, approved January 1.3th 1859; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on Mon-. 
day. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend and Act entitled an^ 
Act to incorporate the city of Atseena Otie; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on Mon- 
day. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to empower Thomas J. Chace, a 
minor of Jeff'erson county, to assume the management of his own es- 
tate; 

\Vas read a first time, rules waived, read second and third times, 
by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which th^ vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy,. McQueen, Nicholson and Wat- 
\ington — 14. 

Nay — Mr. Walker — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to amend an Act entitled an Act to incorporate the town of Quincy, 
approved February, 12th 1837, approved January, 13th 1859; 

Was read a first time, rules waived, read a second and third times 
by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call Dawkins, Dell, 
Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy McQueen, Nich- 
olson, Walker, Watlington and Welch — 18. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified, to the House of Representa-, 
lives. 
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tices of the Peace of this State; 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a second reading on Mon- 
day. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Alexander Doug- 
las, Peter C. Wilkins and Kenneth McCaskell; 

Was l-ead the second time, rules waived, read a third time by its ti- 
tle, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Dun- 
can, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nich ■ 
olson, Walker and Welch — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in addition to and amendatory of the 
several acts concerning Pleading and Practice in civil and criminal 
cases ; 

Was read the second time, rules waived,, read a third time by its 
title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkini?, 
Dell, Duncan, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nich- 
olson, Walker, Watlington and Welch — 17. 

Nay — Mr. Eppes — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa* 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to empower David Franklin 
Houck to assume the management of his own estate ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was ; 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueerf, 
Nicholson, Watlington and Welch — 17. 

Nay — Mr. Walker — ] . 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to empower Charles Maltbie West, 
a minor of Leon county, to assume the management of his own es- 
tate; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan; 
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Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Laiittlurj JlicElTy, McQueen^ WatliDgtoitf 
and Welch— 15. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives^ 

bA ill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act concerning Dower ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Presidetit^ Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell,- 
Duncan, Eppes, Hawes^ Keitt, Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson and 
Watlington — 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Jones, McElvy, \t^alker and Welch — 4. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the purchase of arms for this State ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on Mon 
day. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the payment of the Florida Vol- 
unteers, called into service under the requisition of the Governor 
of this State, for services rendered previous to their being mustered 
in during the years 1855-6; 

Was read a second time, nilea waived, read a third time by its ti- 
tle, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker^ Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Hawes,* 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar^ McElvy^ McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and 
Welch— 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — titled as stated* 

Ordered that tii ' same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Joint Resolutions fwr the relief of William Newbern ; 

Were read and put upon their passage j 

The vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Call, Dell, Duncato^ Eppes, Hawet, Keitt^ 
McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and Welch — 12. 

Nays — ^None. 

So said resolutions passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Ho'Use of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Baker moved that the bill fortherelief of Spencer T. Thom-^ 
as be referred to a select Committee of three, who shall report sm 
soon as practicable as to said claim ;• 
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Which motion was adopted, and tlie President appcfiilted AIonsis* 
Baker, Keitt and Lamar, on said Committee. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize tlie Solicitors of the dif- 
ferent Circuits in this State, to change the venue in Criminal casos, 
tinder certain circumstances ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

The vote was : 

Yea— Mr. Dawkius — 1. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Duncan^ Eppes, llawcs, Keitt, • 
Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and AValker — 12. 

So said bill was lost. 

Rules were waived and Mr. Eppes made the following report : 
The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled ' 

Act to amend an Act to provide for the payment ^^pro raia^'' of the 

debts of Insolvent estates, 

REPORT: 

The fbllowing as A substitute and recommend its passajre; 

T. J, EITS, 
chairman Judicial Com. 

Which yfdt& received and the accompaning bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Daniel Newnan Cone, a 
ihinor of ColumbisC county, to assume the management of his own 
estate ; i . 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell^ 
biincan, Eppes, Hawes, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy McQueen and Nichol- 
son — 14. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated^ 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to create and regulate Pilotage 
^t the Port of Bay Port, in the county of Hernando ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell^ 
Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Walk- 
er and Watlington — 15. 

Nays— None. 

23 
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So said bill passed — title as Atated. 

Ordered that the same be ccVtified to the House crt* RoproiE(buta' 
tivc3. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to repeal the 24th Section of an Act 
entitled an Act to provide lor and encourage a liberal system of In- 
ternal Improvements in this State ; 

Came up on its third reading; 

On motion of Mr. Call, the vote taken . yesterdity, on engrossing 
the bill for a third reading, was reconside'red. 

Mr. Call then offered as a substitute 

A bill to be entitled an Act to repeal in part tie 24th Section of 
the Act entitled an Act to provide for arid encoiirage st liberal sys- 
tem of Internal Improvemenfe in this Stdte ; 

Which substitute was adored, read and put :ipdn it* passage ; 

Upon which the vote was i 
, Yeas— «Mr. Premdent, Messfra. Call, Dawkins, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, 
keitt, Nicholson, Walker and Welch — 10; 

Nays— Messrs. Baldwin, 0dl, Duncan, Lamar, McEHvy and Mc- 
Queen — 6. 

So said bill passed — titled ^ stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to tie House 6f Representa- 
tives. ' 

Rules being Wived, Mr. Finlayson introduced '♦irithout privious" 
hotice, 

A bill to bo entitled an Act to invest the Coupons of the Internal 
Improvement Bbnds in lands of the Iriternal ImproVenient Fund ; 

Which was p^laced among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Hawes nioved that the Senate sLdjourn until Monday morning 
io o'clock; 

On which the yeas and iiays were called for ty Messrs. McElvy 
and Walker; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call; Hawes, Jones, Keitt,* 
Lamar, Nicholsbn, Walker and Watlington — 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, Deli, Duncan, McElvy, McQuceil 
and Welch— 7; 

So the Semite stood adjburned until Monday morning 10 o'clocfc/ 
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MONDxVY, Doccmbcr 19th, 1659. 

rSenate met pursuant to ailjournment. 

A quorum present. 

Rev. Dr. DuBosc officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Keitt, the reading of Saturday's journal was dis- 
pensed with, and the journal approved and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Call, a bill to be entitled an Act concerniuj? Pi- 
lotage at the Port of Fernandina, was placed first among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Dell moved that a ^committee of three be appointed to act 
with a similar committee from the House, to make but the appropri- 
ation bill up to Tuesday night the 20th inst. 

Mr. Baker moved as a substitute for the motion of Mr. Dell, that 
.a joint committee of three be appointed to meet a similar committee 
from the House to make out the estimates of the General Appropri- 
ation bill ; 

Which substitute was adopted. 

Whereupon the Chair appointed Messrs. Dell, Eppes and Baker, as 
said committee. 

A committee from the House consisting of Messrs, Ingram, Coflfeo 
and Williams of Loon, appeared and informed the Senate that they 
had been appointed to act with a similar committee on the part of 
the Senate, for the purpose of making out the appropriation bill. 

Rules being waived, Mr. Jones introduced without previous 
notice, • 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to a ferry in Washington 
.couuty ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Baldwin offered the following resolution : 

Beaolvedy That the Trustees of the Jnternal Improvement Fund bo 
^requested to inform the General Assembly what amount of money has 
,been invested in the Bonds of the Railroad Companies respectively, 
and from what source said investments have been made, whether 
from the Internal Improvement, Seminary, School, or from any other 
fltate fund ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call offered the following ailditional resolution : 

Resolved further^ That the said Trustees do further inform this 
Senate, by whot authority any of the School and Seminary Funds 
were invested in any Railroad bonds, and whether the same wa? 
.i]pne by the said Trustees, or by the Governor of this State ; 

Which was placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Baldwin from the Committee on Schools and Colleges made 
ik& following repco* : 
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TIh' ('umiMittt'i' oil SlIiooLs and Oollegos to whom was referred a 
l»ill to be entitled an Act to establish conamon schools, and to repeal 
lertain Acts in relation thereto, approved Jan. 1st, 1853, 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration and recorainend 
its ptisage. 

A. S. BALDWIN, 
Ch'n. Cora, on Schools and Colloges. 

Wliich was received,] and the accompanying bill placed among 
tlie orders oftlie day. 

Mr. Baker from the Committee on Corporations made the follow- 
ing report : 

The Committee on Corporations to whom was referred the bill 
entitled an Act to incorporate the town of Jasper, 

REPORT: 

That in accordance with the views already expressed by them, 
and which have been concurred in by the Senate, they cannot re- 
commend the passage of the said bill in its present form, for want of 
the requisite notice. A few amendments however to the title and 
body of the bill will obviate the necessity of a notice, and with the 
following they recommend its passage : 

1st. Strike out the title of said bill and adopt as a title in lieu there- 
of the following : " An Act to amend the 84th chapter of the Acts of 
1846, so far as relates to the town of Jasper in the county of Ham 
ilton." Strike out from the first section of the bill the words "be 
and they are hereby constituted a body corporate," and insert "are 
hereby authorized to avail themselves of all the provisions of the 
84th chapter of the Acts of 1846, in the foil owing'manner and with 
the following modifications:" and strike out the word "not" in the 
12th section, and add to said section the words "only as herein 
modified." 

J. McROBERT BAKER, 
Chairman Com. on Corporations. 

Which was received and read, and the accompnaning bill placed 
among the orders of the day. 

Rules being waived, Mr. Dawkins moved that a Committee of 
three be appointed to ask of the House the return of a bill to be en- 
titled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to amend an Act en- 
titled an Act to incorporate the town of Quincy, approved Februaryi 
12tli 1847, approved, January, 13th 1859; 

Which motion was adopted. 
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Whereupon the chair appointed 

Messrs. Dawkins, Duncan and Jones, as said committee. 
The committee appointed to wait on the House and ask the re- 
turn of a bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to amend an Act entitled an Act to incorporate the town of Quincy, 
appeared and informed the Senate that they had performed that du- 
ty and were discharged. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
atives : 

House of Representatives. ) 
December, 17th 1859. ) 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House has this day passed the following Senate bills, 
viz: 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Josiah D. Smith to as- 
sume the management of his own estate ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act amending the Pilot laws for the Bay 
and Harbor of the city of Pensacola, with the following amendments: 

Insert after the word "Pensacola " the words, of the State or[;Flor- 
ida, and by striking out the words Mobile and New Orleans, in the 
third section. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate in 
this vState, with the following amendment ; 

Transpose Section 5th, for Section 4th. 

Very Respectfiillv, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House Rep. 

Which was read, and the accomanying bills ordered to be en- 
rolled. 

The following MeSvsage from the House of Representatives was re • 
ceived : 

House of Representatives, [ 
December 16 th, 1859. J 
Hon. John Finlavson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House of Representatives have passed the following 
House bills, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to make the road laws of Duval coun- 
ty, now in force, applicable to Manatee ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to 
amend an Act to establish the ad valorem system of taxation, ap- 
proved Januaiy 15th, 1859 ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to secure the right of way to the St. 
Johns and Indian River Canal and for other purposes ; 
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A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Harrison Fairbanks; 
A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of John M. Hill. 
Very Respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 

Which was received, t^nd the accompanying bills placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Keitt from the Joint Select Committee offered the following 
resolution : 

The Joint Select Committee to whom was seferred sundiy resolu- 
tions relative to Federal Relations, ask leave to offer the following. 

W. J. KEITT, 
Chairman Joint Committee. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Florida in General Assembly convened^ That in view of our na- 
tional affairs the time for argument has passed, the time for action 
arrived ; and that Florida as one of the Southern States abides the 
destiny of her sisters, extends her warmest assurance of co-operation 
in any course their united wisdom may devise. 

Resolved, That in the event of the election of a President by a 
Northern party, opposed to slavery as it exists in the Southern 
States, it will bo the duty of the Southern States to prevent his in- 
auguration, or to take some means in common to protect themselves, 
and as one of the Southern States, Florida hereby pledges herself 
to do her duty. 

Resolved, That to give effect to this assured co-operation the Gov- 
ernor be and he is hereby authorized upon the call of any of our 
Slaveholding States, and particularly those bordering on the free 
States to take any and all steps necessary for the maintenance of 
their rights, and to convene the Legislature in extraordinary Session, 
should the necessity occur. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a copy of 
these resolutions to our Representative and Senators in Congress, 
and to the Governors of all the Southern States. 

Which was read and the accompanying resolutions plaoed among 
the orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

House of Rbprksentativbs, ) 
Dec. 17, 1859. ) 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — The House has this day accepted the Senate substijbute 
for House bill to be entitled an Act for the reliet of Allen Gibson^ 
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liie House has also concurred in the amendment made by the 
Senate to the House bill to be entitled an Act concerning Pilots 
and Pilotage at the Port of Cedar Keys. 
Very Respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House Eepresentatives. 

Which was received^ and the accompaning bills ordered to be 
enrolled. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives: 

House of Representatives. ) 
December, 17th 1859. ) 
Hon. John Finlays(>n, 

President df the Senate : 

Sir : — The House has this day passed the following bills ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief and benefit of C. E. 
Cooper; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the filling of bflSces in the county 
of Brevard ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act in refefrence to common Schools in 
the county of Walton ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in an Act approv- 
ed January, 16th 1859, entitled an Act for the relief of Josiah Gates 
and other persons therein naihed citizens, of Manatee county ; Also 
Senate bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
New Orleans Steam Navigation Company ; 

Senate Resolution to change mail route No., 6543 ; 

Resolution relative to adjournment. 

House has rejected a Senate bill to be entitled an Act to prohibit 
the circulation in this State of Foreign Bank bills of a -less denomin- 
ation than five dollars. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House Rep. 

Which was received and the Senate bills ordered to be enrolled 
and the House bills placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Dell from the Comniittee on Elections made the following re- 
Jport : 

The Committee on Elections to whom was referred the bill enti- 
tled an Act providing for filling vacancies in the office of Register of 
State Lands, 

REPORT : 

^hat although that officer is now elected for his full term by the 
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popular vote, no otter provision has been made for filling vacattciesr 
in said office than the one that was in force before the change by 
an appointment by the Governor. The office is an exceedingly im- 
portant one. The officer in addition to his regular duties is one of 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, and as such Trus- 
tee is eminently entrusted with the supervision of all matters which 
effect in any wise the vast landed property of the State, or the mag- 
nificent Internal Improvement System which h in progress. The 
people have chosen to take his selection directly into their own 
hands, in order that through this officer they might have a more 
direct voice in the management of matters in which they are so 
deeply concerned than they could otherwise obtain. The will of 
the people will be defeated should a vacancy occur in this office, 
unless the vacancy is filled by popular election as this bill provides,- 
shall be done, and your Committee therefore recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

PHILIP DELL, Chairman, "] 

GEO. W. CALL, I ^ .,, . 

A. W. NICHOLSON, ^Committee, <fec. 

J. McROBERT BAKER, J 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Keit moved that the resolution for 
adjournment be taken up and placed second among the orders of 
the day ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Call moved that the Senate continue 
in session, without adjourning for the day, until all the orders of the 
day are through with ; 

Mr. Baker moved to amend by adding, <fec.. 

That hereafter the 6th rule of the Standing Rules of the Senate 
be strictly enforced by the President, and that in no instance unless 
by the consent of four-fifths of the Senate shall any member speak 
over thirty minutes at one time as to any matter under consideration ; 

Which amendment was lost, and the question being taken upon 
the motion of Mr. Call, was adopted. 

A committee fi-om the House, consisting of Messrs. Kenan, Munn 
and CaGi|>bell, appeared and returned to the Senate the House bill 
to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to amend an 
Act entitled an Act to incorporate the town of Quincy, approved 
Feb. 12, 183Y, approved Jan. 13, 1859. 

Rules being waived, Mr. Dawkins moved that the vote on House 
bill to be entitled an Act; &c., to incorporate the town of Quincy, be 
re-considered ; 

Which motion was adopted. 
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Mr. Dawkins then moved that the bill be })Iacoil back upon its 
second reading, and referred to a select Committee of which Mn 
McElvy shall be Chairman ; 

Which motion was nd opted ; 

And the Chair appointed, Messrs; McElrj, Baldwin and Dawkins 
fts said Committee. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to "be entitled an Act concerning Pilotage at the Port of 
Fernandina ; 

Was the third time and put upbn its passage ) 
Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Dun- 
can, Eppes, Ilawes, Jones, Keittj McQueen, Nicholson and Welch 

13. 
Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House Tesolution relative tO adjournment ; 
Was read ; 

Mr. Call moved to postpone the resolution until to-morrow • 
The yeas and nays were called fOr by Messrs^ Keitt and Dell; 
Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin^ Call, Dawkins, 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, McQueen and Nicholson — lO. 
Nays — Messrs. Dell, Duncan, Keitt and Welch — 4. 
So the resolution was postponed. 

Bouse bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to divide the county of Duval and organize a new county to be 
called Clay County, approved Dec. 81st, 1868;' 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled ah Act to regulate the fees of Notary 
Publics, in the county of St. Johns ; 

Waa read the first time, rules waved, read a second and third* 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; ' 
Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 13. 
Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

2i 
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House bill to 'bo ciitltlLMl ;iii Act conocriiiiii;' roads; 

Was read tlic tii'st titne, rules waived, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage; 

Upon which the vote was: 

Yeas — ^[r. J/resideiit, Messrs. Baker, Baklwin, CallyDawkins, Delly 
ilawes, Keitt, McQueen and Nicholson — 10. 

Xays — Messrs. Duncan, Eppes, Jones and Welch — 4. 

So said bill passed — title as stat(;d. 

<.)rdered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The rules being waived, ^Iv. Baker introduced, 

Joint resolution allowing the claims of Captain Thomas Hughey ; 

Which was read the first, seconxl and third times by its title and 
put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Balcer, Baldwin, Call, Dawkinsy 
Duncan, Eppes, llawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson and 
\Velch— 13. 

Nays — None. 

So said resolutions passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House at' liepresenta- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to grant tetail licenses in the 
State of Florida ; 

AVas read the second time ; 

Mr. Call moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed ; 

On which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Eppes and Nicholson ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Hawes, Nicholson and 
Watlington — 6. 

Nays — Messrs. Dawkins. Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Jones, Keitt, Mc 
Queen and Welch — 8. 

So the motion was lost ; 

And the bill ordered for a third reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the consolidation of 
the statutes and the compilation of a code for laws for this State ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
title and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

House bill to be entitled an Act providing for the publication of 
the names of certain persons with the Acts of each and every session 
of the General Assembly ; 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
jiiorrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to prevent the unnecessary use of 
•fire-arms in the State of Florida on Sunday ; 
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Was read the third time, and tlic hill as jiH>jnd.'.l jml u\utu lU, 
]mssage ; 

Upon uhich the vote ^vas : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messps. Baldwin, Dawkin-s, iJiincan, flinves 
Jones, Keitt, ^^IcQueen, Nicholson and Wehdi — 10. 
jSj-ays — ^lessrs. Call, Dell, P^ppes andWatlington — 4. 

So 'said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the bill as amended bo certilicd to tlie Ilonse of 
Ecprcsentalives. 

Ifouse bill to be entitled an Act to require Pliysicians and Snr- 
jreons to file certiHed copies of their Diplomas ; 

Was read the third time and put npon its pas>;an:e ; 

Upon Avhich the vote Avas : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eppes, 
llawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson, Watling-ton and Welch 
— i:^ 

Nay — Mr. Duncan — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Eepresenta- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Board of Edu- 
cation of the State Seminary West of the Suwannee to confer Col- 
lege ate degrees ; 
"Was read the tJiird time and putupon its passage as amended ; 

The vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, CallDaw^kins, Dun- 
can, Eppes, llawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson and AVelch 
—13. 

Xay— Mr. Dell— 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the bill with the amendments be certified to the 
House of Representatives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act concerning Sheriffs and Coroners; 

Was read a third time, and the amendment of the House concur- 
red in ; 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to entitled an Act relative to the offices of Sheriff and 
Circuit Court Clerk of the county of Washington ; 

Was read and the House amendments concurred in. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act still further defining the duties of the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund; 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Call offered the following amendment: 
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rrovidcHl, however, that should it at any time appear to the satis- 
Jiution of any Court before wliich any such suits as aforesaid may bo 
pending, that there are two suits pending for the same all edged vio- 
lation of or refusal to comply with the provisions of said Internal Im- 
]>rovement Act, then the suit last brought shall forthwith be dismis- 
;-«ied at the cost of the party bringing the same. 

Mr. Baldwin moved that the title be amended so as to read as 
follows : 

"An Act to be entitled an Act to establish a summary process for 
enforcing the provisions of an Act to provde for and encourage a 
liberal system of Internal Improvements in this State; 

Which was excepted by Mr. Call, the amendments adopted and 
the bill as amended, put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dell, Duncan, 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson and Watlington 
—13. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same J)e certified to the House ^ Representa* 
tives. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of J. C. Crosby, late Sheriff pf E*r 
cambia county; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, 
Duncan, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen and Nicholson — ^12. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act amendatory of the several acts of 
force in this State, in reference to costs in suits at law and in equity, 
in the several Courts of this State ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Dell, Duncan, Hawes, Keitt, McQueen and Watlington — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Eppes, Jones and Nicholson — 3. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act amending the char- 
ter of the city of Pensacola for the purpose of extending flie powers 
of the city to aid in the construction of the Alabama & Florida 
Railroad in Florida, approved December 21, 1858 ; 
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Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins> 
Duncan, Eppes, JIawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson* and 
Welch— 13. 

Nays — None, 

So said bill passed — title as stated- 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the second section of the 
third Article of the Constitution of this State ; 

Was read tjie third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eppes, 
Ilawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Duncan and Watlington — 2, 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa* 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prevent insubordination among 
slaves ; 

Was read the second time. 

The amendments proposed by the Committee on Propositions and 
Grievances was adopted, and on motion 80 copies of the bill as 
amended ordered to be printed. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to alter and define the line between 
Gadsden and Liberty counties ; 

Was read the third time and passed over informally until to-mor- 
row. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Benjamin Hopkins; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs, Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Duncans, Hawes 
and Nicholson — 7. 

Nays — Messrs. Dell, Eppes, Jones, Keitt and McQueen — 5. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to entitled an Act repealing certain Acts passed in relation 
to the County Ofiicers of Calhoun county ; 

Was read the second time. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Eppes was adopted ; 

Rules waived, the bill as amended read the third time by its title, 
and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was ; 
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Yeas — Messi"?. Baldwin, Call, Dawkiii?, Duncan, Eppcs, llawes^.. 
Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Xicliolson and Welch — 11. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to the Gulf City and In- 
ternal Reilroad Company, and the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad 
Company ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote Avas : , 

Yeas — Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, Epj^es^ 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen and Welch — 11. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Resolution recommending to the Trustees of the the Internal Im- 
provement P^^nd certain proceedings in regard to the several Rail- 
road Companies ; 

Was read and put npon its passage ; 

Upon "which the vote was : 

Yeas — ^Ir. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins^ 
Dell, Eppc^s, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, McQueen, Nicholson, Watlington- 
and Welch— 14. 

Nays — None. 

So said resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa 
tives. 

On motion, the Senate took a recess until half past thrc<? o'clock, 
p. m. 



HALF-PAST THREE O^CLOCK, P. M. 

The Senate resumed its session. 
A quorum not pre.eiit. 

On motion of Mr. Call, the Sergeant-at-Arms was sent for the ab- 
sentees. 

A quorum apY)eared. 

The onljrs of t^- ■ '' ly were resumed. 

Resolution relr.t 'n ij the Indian ^ St. John? river Canal ; 

Was read the third time. 
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Mr. Baldwin moved to amend by sinking out '' twenty-five" and 
inserting " seventy-five" in lieu thereof; 

Whicli was accepted, and the resolution as amended put upon its 

passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas— Messrs. Baker, Call, Dell, Duncan, Ilawes, Jones, Keitt, 
McQueen and Nicholson— 9. 

>^ays Mr. President, ^fessrs. Baldwin and Welch — 3. 

So the resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of liepresesenta- 

Joint resolutions for the relief of Andrew J. Lanier, of Lafayette 

county; 

Was read the the third tmie aud put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote \vas : 

Yeas Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 

Dell, Duncan, Ilawes, Jones, IMcQueen, Nicholson, Watlington and 
Welch— 13. 

Nays — None. 

So said resolutions passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certiiied to the House of Representa- 

tives. 

The following message from his Excellency the Govcidor, was re- 
ceived and read : 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, Dee. 10th, 1859. ) 

IIoN. John Finlaytox, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — I have approved and signed the following bills : 

An Act to establish a ferry across the Ocklawaha river ; 

An Act for the relief of Andrew J. Moore and Wm. S. Dilworth ; 

An Act to change the name of Mary King to Mary Hancock ; 

An Act to authorize Enmund N. Everett, of Washington county, 
to assume the management of his own porperty ; 

An Act authorizing a bridge tax in Walton county; 

An Act to change the name of Hugh Martin Newsoms to Hugh 
Martin Keen ; 

An Act to authorize Wm. F. Green, of Gadsden county, to con- 
tract and be contracted with ; 

An Act to correct an error in a printed bill entitled an Act to' cre- 
ate the counties of Suwannee and New Eiver ; 

An Act to amend the law allowing appeals from the decisions of 
the Board oi,' County Commissioners in this State; 

An Act to empower John W. Broxon and Isaac Broxon to as- 
sume the management of their own estates; 
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An Act to extend the time for collecting taves in ttis State; 

An Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to organize the county 
of Volusia, approved Jan. 29th, 1854; 

An Act to change the boundary line between Columbia and Su- 
wannee counties ; 

An Act to correct an error in the printed Act entitled an Act ta 
incorporate the city of Lake City ; 

An Act to provide for the payment ofConstablesfees for summon- 
ing Juries of Inquest and attendance on the same ; and 

An Act for the relief of Noah P. Suggs, of Lafayette county. 
Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

A bill to be entitled an A ct for the recovery of taxes illegally ex- 
acted ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage : 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Eppes, Ilawes, Jones, 
Nicholson and welch — 8. 

Nays — ^Messrs. Dell, Duncan and McQueen^3. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entrtled an Act to amend an Act to provide for the 
payment pro rata, of the debts of insolvent estates, approved January, 
8th 1853 ; ^ 

Was read a third time, and put upon its jpassage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eppes, 
Hawes and Nicholson — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Duncan, Jones and McQueen — 3. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to entitled an Act for the purchase of arms for this State ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to extend the Jurisdiction of Jus- 
tices of the Peace of this State ; 

Was read a second time and on motion of Mr. Eppes, was indef- 
initely postponed. 

A bill to be entiltled an Act to invest the Coupons of the Internal 
Improvement Bonds in lands of the Internal Improvement Fund ; 

Was read tlxe first time, rules waived, read a second time by its 
titled, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to afford a rule for the construc- 
tion of deeds and wills iu certain cases ; 
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Was feaJ a iecond time and referred to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an A(;t to provide for 
the recording of marks and brands of cattle shipped from the coun- 
ties of Manatee and Hillsborough ; 

Was read the second time and ordered to for third reading on 
to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to incorporate the city of Atseena Otie ; 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to a Ferry in Washington 
county ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by its ti- 
tle, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The following resolutions were read and adopted, and a copy or- 
dered to be served on each member of the Internal Improvement 
Board : 

Resolved^ That the Trusteess of the Internal Improvement Fund 
be requested to inform the General Assembly what amount of mon- 
ey has beoB invested in the bonds of the Railroad Companies re- 
spectively, and from what fund said investments have been made — 
whether from the Internal Improvement, Seminary and School, or any 
other State Fundi 

Resolved further. That the said Ti*ustees do further inform this 
Senate by what authority any of the School and Seminary funds 
were invested in ^ny railroad bonds, and whether the same was 
done by the said Trustees or by the Governor of this State. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to establish Common Schools and to repeal certain acts in relation 
thereto, approved January Ist, 1853 ; 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on ia- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the the city of Jas- 
per ; 

Was read the second time and passed over informally until to* 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Harrison Fair- 
banks ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on tch 
morow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to secure the right of way to th# 
8t Johns and Indian River Canal, and for other purposes ; 
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Wds i^ehd the first tiiiie aiiJ ordered for a t^ecoiiJ reading on- td- 
morrow. ^ 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to amend an Act to establish the ad valorem sv Stem of taxation, 
approved January 15th; 1859; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an x\ct to make the road laws of Duval 
county now in force applicable to Manatee ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
rn orow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate 
in this State ; 

On motion the amendments of the House were concurred in. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill td be entitled an Act amending the Pilot laws for the 
Bay and Harbor of thd city of Pensacola ; 

On motion the Senate concurred in the amendments of the House. 

Ordered that the sairle te certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Resolutions reported by the Joint Select Committee on Federal 
Relations ; 

Were read the first time and 200 copies ordered to be printed. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in an Act ap- 
proved January 15th, 1869, entitled an Act for the relief of Josiah 
Gates and other persons therein named, citizens of Manatee county ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
fnorrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act in reference to common Schools 
in the county of Walton ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second and third 
finies by its title,' and put up'61i its passage ; 

IJ^on which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Bawkins, 
bell, Duncan, Eppes,Hawes, Jones, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch 
—13. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for filling O'flSces in the county of 
Brevard ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second time by iti 
litk; 

Mr. Hawes offered the following amendment : 
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Be ItfurtliN: titarirj. That the Judj^e of Prodjite of said coiiDlr 
of Brevard h^ invested with all of the poweis of a Justice of the 
Peace ; 

Which amendment was adopted, and tlie bill as amended, order- 
ed -for a third reading on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled and Act for the relief and benefit of C. 
E. Cooper ; 

Was read the first time, and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act providing for filling vacancies in the 
office of Register of State Lands ; 

Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-worrow ; 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

House of Representatives, ) 
December, 19th 1859, ) 
Hon. John Finlayson : 

President of the Senate : 

,Sir : — The House of Representatives has this day passed the fol- 
lowing bills, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to 
secure certain rights to married women ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Sheriffs ; 

House resolution with regard to (jertain persons who have circu- 
lated or aided in circulating an Incendiary publication ; 

Senate resolution for the relief of certain parties holding State 
witness and Jury scrip. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 

Which was read, and the Senate resolutions ordered to en- 
rolled, and the House bills placed among the orders of the day. 

Joint resolution with regard to certain persons who have circula- 
ted or aided in circulating an incendiary publication called "The 
Impending Crisis of the South ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Sheriffs ; 

Was read the first time and ordered for a second reading on to- 
morrow. 

Hpuse bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act. 
to secure certain rights to married women ; 
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Was read tbo first time aud ordered for a iQCoiiti reading on to* 
.morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morro^ir morning 10 
o'clock. 



TUESDAY, December 20th, 1,850. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

Ecv. Dr. DuBose officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the reading of yesterday's Journal was 
dispensed with, and the Journal approved. 

Mr. Call moved that inasmuch as the General Assembly will prob? 
ably adjourn in the course of two or three days, tbe Governor of this 
State be respectfully requested either to furnish to the Senate at 
once the information a.sked for in the Senate resolution adopted on 
the 14th inst., in regard to the appointment of Henry Wells as 
agent, to select lands for the different Railroads, or that he notify 
the Senate of his intention to withhold such information. 

On motion of Mr. Call, the foregoing resolution was placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call moved that the vote on the motion made by the Senator 
from Franklin to refer the resolution offered by him, (Mr. Call,) ex- 
pressive of the sense of the General Assembly as to the contract 
with A. M. Randolph and Henry Wells for the selection and classi- 
fying of Swamp Lands to a Committee of three, be reconsidered, 
and said Committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Call, the foregoing motion was placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call made a motion in reference to the committee of investi- 
gation abcut the Swamp Lands ; 

Which on motion was put afnong the orders of the day. 

Mr. Call moved that the bill entitled an Act providing for filling 
vancancies in the Office of Register of State Lands, be placed first 
among the orders of the day; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Eppes from the Committee on Judiciary made the following 
report : 

' The Judiciary Cominittee to whom was re&rved an Act to amotid 
the laws of this State relating to divorce, 
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REPORT: 

They see no necessity for the passage of said Act, as the Courts al* 
ready possess power to decree in the premises upon proper applica- 
tion. They therefore recommend that it do not pass. 

T. J. EPPES, 
Chm'n Judiciary Committee. 

Which report was received, and the accompanying bill placed 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes from the Judiciary Committee made the following re- 
port : 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred a bill to be enti- 
tled an Act to require Justices of the Peace to give bond, 

REPORT : 

They do not approve the policy of said Act and therefore recom- 
mend that the same do not pass. 

The same committee to whom was referred an Act in relation to 
the duties of Justices of the Peace, would 

REPORT: 

That said bill is objectionable as providing duties, many of which 
are already their Statute duty, and besides, they do not approve giv- 
ing Justices a per diem as provided in said bill. They there- 
fore recommend that it do not pass. 

T. J. EPPES, 
Chm'n Judiciary Commit'tec. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bills placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes from the Judiciary Committee made the following re- 
port: 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled an Act to prevent fraudulent settlements on married women, 
beg leave to report said bill back to the Senate and recommend its 
passage. 

And the same committee to whom was r-^^erred a bill to be enti- 
tled an Act in relation to Records would recommend its passage. 

T. J. EPPES, 
Chm'n Judiciary Committee. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bills placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes from the Judiciary committee made the following r^ 
|>ort: 
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The Judiciary Committe to whom was referred a bill to be enti^ 
tied an Act to authorize the Supreme Court to established rules in 
Chancery Practice, 

REPORT : 

They have carefully examined the same and recommend its pas- 
sage with the following amendment : 

In tenth (10th) line after the word " Courts," insert the following^ 
words : "said copies to be distributed by the several Clerks among 
the members of the Bar, after retaining one copy in their oflSce." 

T. J.EPPES, 
Chm'n Judiciary Committee. 

Which was received and the accomj)aning bill placed among the 
.orders of the day. 

Mr. McQueen from the Committee on Claims and Accounts made 
the following report : 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts to whom has been re- 
ferred, a bill to be entitled an Act for the i^elief of Wm. Day and L. 
B. McTyer, ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under con^ideratian, and it has been 
shown to the committee that said Wm. Day, Clerk, and L. B. Mc- 
Tyer, Sheriff, .9f Hamilton county, were put to some inconvenience 
in issuing and serving writs for the Court to be h olden on the fourth 
Monday in November, which through a misconstruction of the law, 
owing to the creation of the Fifth Judicial Circuit, was to be held on 
the First Monday in December, and should receive some remunera- 
tion for the same ; and if said Wm. Day, Clerk, and L. B. McTyer, 
Sheriff, of Hamilton county, shall present to the Comptroller satis- 
factory evidence and vouchers, for services rendered in cases over 
which the State has jurisdiction, it shall then be the duty of the 
Comptroller to audit, and the Treasurer to pay the accounts of said 
Wm. Day, Clerk, and L. B. McTyer, Sheriff, of Hamilton county, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. W. McQUEEN, 

Chairman. 

Which was received, and the accompaning bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Nicholson from the Committee on Engrossed bills made thq 
following report : 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



199 

TliO Coramittee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the follow* 
ing bills as correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to invest the coupons of the Internal 
Improvement Board in lands of the Internal Improvement Fund ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act prodding for filling vacancies in the 
office of Register of State lands ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the purchase of arms for this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to a ferry in AVashington 
<K)unty. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. AV. NICHOLSON, 

Acting Chairman. 

Which was received and the accompanying bills placed aniong 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Baker from the Committee on Corporations made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committtee on Corporations to whom was referred the bill 
entitled "An Act to incorporate the Jacksonville and St. Augus- 
tine Rail Road Company," 

REPORT: 

That it is with deep regret that they find themselves compelled to 
report against the said charter, on account of the abscence of the 
notice required by the Constitution. The proposed Rail Road is 
one which addresses itself to the favorable consideration of your 
Committee more strongly than any other which has been discussed 
during the Session, being as it is, a continuation of the line of Rail 
Roads already provided for by existing laws, and which is to run from 
the waters of Escambia bay to Jacksonville. The construction bf 
the link from Jacksonville to St. Augustine is all that is wanting to 
connect the extreme Eastern and Western sections of our State, 
and to restore the Ancient city of St. Augustine to that degree of 
splendor and prosperity for wh!bh she was sp celebrated in past days. 
So obvious are these results, that your (.ommittee are only surpris- 
ed that this link was not provided for in the original Internal Im- 
provement Act, and that a movement towards the construction of 
this Road should have been postponed to this adjoured Session, when 
the Constitution prohibits the General Assembly from granting the 
Charter. They can only account for the seeming neglect of this 
Rail Road, by the fact that the enterprising city of Jacksonville, has 
for the last few years been devoting all her energies to the construc- 
tion of the Roads to Lake City, and that it has only been within the 
last 12 months that her citizens have been sufficiently well assured 
of the speedy construction of the last named Road, to justify them 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



I 



in tutning tbcir attention towards new fields of enterprise. So deep^* 
ly were your Ccmmittee impressed with the importance of this Rail 
Road, as well as with another that has been informally been sub- 
mitted to them, and to the chartering of which the same fatal ob- 
jection exists, that they were unwilling to dismiss the bills without 
endeavoring to provide sorne remedy by which the necessity of 
ostponiDg the commencement of the Act for another year might 
e avoided. They believe that they have found that remedy in the 
accompanying bill entitled " an Act to amend an Act to encourage 
and facilitate Internal Improvements, and to authorize and regulate 
partnerships for that purpose.*' 

Should the bill which tlicy now propose, become a law, those in- 
terested in the two Rail ItoacLs therein named, can organize under 
the Act, and coivluct their operations until the next Session of the 
General Assembly, when the grants of proper and liberal Charters 
may be roUed on, without inteiulod merit as to any matter of fact 
or law. 

Wc respcctiuilv submit the aboVfe report, 

J. McROBERT BAKER. 

Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among' 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes from the Judiciary Committee made the following re- 
port : 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred a bill to be enti- 
tled an Act to provide for the consolidation of the statutes and the 
compilation of a code of laws for this State, 

REPORT : 

They have carefully examined said bill and fully concur in the 
necessity of a Digest of our laws. 

Your commit!. e however, have doubts as to the policy of adopt- 
ing or "compiling a code" as provided in said act, and are admon- 
ished by the pa?^t experience of our State (then Territory) that it is 
almost impossible to have a "Code" so to speak, which will meet 
the wants and requirements of our State. The period to which your 
committee refers is when we were a territory, and a "Code" was 
drafted by one of our most distinguished lawyers, then a Judge of 
the United States Court, which was submitted to the Legislature 
and found not to answer the then wants of our people — no part of 
which was adopted save the laws in regard to election ; and that 
was found so faulty that a subsequent Legislature amended, and lit- 
erally repealed its previsions. Your committee would be unwilling' 
to fasten a "Code" upon our State which could not be amended or 
fepcaled, and if made piibjectto correction and repeal by the differ* 
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tsnt Legislatures^ it amounts to but a Digest, while more expeusive 
in its preparation. 

On the ground of its impracticability, therefore, and o-reat addi- 
tional expense^ your committee are unwilling to recommend the a- 
doption of a code as provided in said bill. 

Your committee however, as above stated, fully concur in the ne- 
cessity of a Digest of our laws, and finding the bill referred some- 
what faulty, herewith report a substitute and recommend itspassao-e 
in lieu of the original. ^ ® 

The substitute provides for a full and complete Digest to be made 
by the Attorney General, who is the oflScial law officer of the State. 

It also provides for a Digest of the laws every five years. 

Such a bill has the recommendation of giving the Digest of the 
laws tp -an officer who is amenable to the Legislature for the faithful 
discharge of his duty. And also as being in its terms prospective 
and thus for the future establishing a system of Digests which the 
growing wants of our people Require. 

Besides this, your committee think this plan and system cheaper 
and far Jess expensive to the State. The original bill proposes to 
pay $7,500.00 ; whereas, your committee think it can be done upon 
mor^ reasonable terms and better for the State. 

Your committee therefore, recommend the passage of the substi- 
tute herewith reported for the original bill. 

T. J. EPPES, 
Ch'm. Judiciary Com. 

Which was read and the accompanying substitute placed amouff 
tjjjjorders of the day. * 

^i|^Mr. Baldwin from a Select Committee made the following re- 
port : 

The select committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an A rf relative Ijo the town of Quincy, 

REPORT : 

That they have examined the same and find it necessary to make 
an amendment in Section 3rd, to give meaning to the Section, by 
inserting after the word "premises" in the 21st line of Section 3, 
the words "and assess damages to the person or persons." 

A. S. BALDWIN, 
Of Select Committee. 

Which was received, and the accompanying biU placed among 
he orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

26 
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lIu^^^E OF l\El'UESEXTATiVES, / 

Dec. 19tli, 1859. f 
Hon. John Finlav?:ONj 

J 'i-LrUeiit of the Senate : 
Sir : — The House lias tliis day passed the foIlo\viii<»: hill : 
A bill to be eiititleci an Act to incorporate tlie Apahichicola and 
Columbus Steamboat Company. 

Veiy respectiuilv, 

?t[. F. PAPY, 
(^Icrk llonse of Kepresentatives. 
Whicli was read and the accofnpanying- bill ordered to be enrolled. 

OKDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for filling vacancies in the Ofiice of 
Kei2:ister of State Lands ; 

\Vas read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon >vhich the vote Avas : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dell, Dun- 
can, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson and 
Watlington— 14. 

Nay— Mr. Welch— 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated* 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House resolution relative to adjournment ; ^, 

Was read the second time. • J.* 

Mr. Call moved to amend the resolution to adjourn b^ strikii 
out "Tuesday the 20th and 59 minutes past 11,'* and insert "Thn 
day, the 22nd, at 1 P. M. ; " 

Which motion was adopted. ■ 

Mr. Call moved that a Committee of three be appointed to wait 
upon the House and inform them of the amendment of the Senate 
to the resolution for adjournment ; 

AVhich was adopted, and 

Messrs. Call, Keitt and Baldwin appointed on said Committee. 

The Committee appointed frorn the Senate to inform the House 
of the amendment of the Senate, to the House resolution relative to 
adjournment, returned and reported that they had performed that 
duty, and were discharged. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to divide the county of Duval, and organize a new county to be call- 
ed Clay fJounty, approved, December, 31st 1858 ; 

Was read a second time, and referred to a select Committee, con- 
sisfing of Messrs. IJawes, Baldwin and McQueen. 

Mr. Welch moveS that after to-dav no new bill or resolution of a 



\ 
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into the Senate, without^ the un»iniiP.ous consent oftlie Senate; 
Which motion was adopted. 

The following mesr-ago was received iVo^n the lloasc ot' Represen- 
tatives. 

Jlov.K OF Kkp:u]s:':\-tat[Vf,.s / 
December, 2uth ISoO. \ 
ITox. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — The Ilonsc has this day passed tlie foliowir.g bill: 
A bill to be entitled an Act for tiie relief of Susan Pearce, admin- 
istratrix and James Lester administrator of AYilliam Pearce; Also 

A resolationr to provide for and pay the Governor of this day, for 
services render as President of the Board of Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund. 

Very respectfnlly, 

^r. F. PAPY. 

Clerk House Rep. 

Which was read and the bill and Eesolution placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Ilouse bill to be entitled an Act providino^ for the publication of 
names of certain persons, with the Acts of each and every Session of 
the General Assembly ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

The vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Ilawes and Nich- 
olson — 5. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Call, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Jones, Keitt and 
McQueen — 8. 

So said bill was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to provide for 
the recording of marks and brands of cattle shipped from the Counr 
ties of Manatee and Hillsborough ; 

Was r^ad the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Nicholson and Welch — 12. 

Nay— Mr. Dell— 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representar 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to prevent insubordination among 
slaves ; 

Was read the second time. 
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Mr. (3all jnovcd to amend by insererting in Section 1st, lltli line, 
tlic words "from teaching his, ]ier or their own slave or slaves to 
road or write, or any owner, trustee, guardian, executor, executrix or 
administrator ;" 

AVhich amendment was accepted. 

Mr. Dell moved to amend by striking out all after the enacting 
clause, in the first Section of the bill entitled an Act to prevent in- 
subordination among slaves, and transpose Sec. 2 to Sec. 1, and Sec 
3 to Sec. 2, and Sec. 4 to Sec. 3 ;" 

Which amendment was adopted, and the bill as amended ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A committee from the House consisting of Messrs Davidson, Bar- 
rett and Williams of Leon, appeared and requested the return of the 
House resolution relative to adjournment. 

On motion of xMr. Dell, the Secretary was ordered to transn^it the 
resolution immediately to the House of Representatives. 

Resolutions relative to Federal Relations ; 

Was read the second time. 

Mr, Call moved to amend by striking out the second resolution ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Keitt and 
Baker ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. B^ker, Call, Nicholson and Watlington — 4. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messra. Baldwin, Dawkins, Duncan, Eppes^ 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy and Welch — -10. 

So the Senate refused to strike out. 

Mr. Baker offered the following substitute : 

" Resolved^ That at the call of any border or other Southern State, 
for a convention of the Slaveholding States, the Governor of the 
State of Florida be required to appoint suitable delegates to said 
Convention, who are hereby authorized to pledge this State to fur- 
nish her full contribution of money for the fortification of the neces- 
sary points on the Northern frontiers of the Slaveholding States, 
and the garrisoning and perpetual support of the same. 

" Resolved^ That while the considerations of safety and security, 
obvious and paramount, justify and compel such measures of defence, 
in view of this incendiary attempt of John Brown and the apparent 
state of public sentiment in the so-called free States, this Legislature 
does not hesitate to declare that this Union, at best of doubtful value 
to the South, would be scarcely an atom in the scale against the 
perpetual maintenance of our system of African slave labor ; and we 
advise that when the continuance of the said Union endangers or 
seriously impresses that system, that the South should discard said 
Union at once and forever. 

" Resolved^ Tnat the Governor of the State be requested to for- 
^ward a copy ot these resolutions to the Governors of all the States. 
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of this Confederacy, and to our Senators and Representative in Con- 
gress." 

Mr. Keitt moved to lay the substitute on the table; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Baker and 
Nicholson ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Pre'^ident, Messrs, Baldwin, Dawtins, Dell, Eppes, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, and Welch — 10, 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Call and Nicholson — 3, 

So said substitute was laid on the table. 

Mr. Call moved to amend by striking out the words "to prevent 
his Inauguration, or^' from the seccii<l resolution ; 

Which was adopted, and the resolutions as amended, put upon 
their passage ; 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrr* Baldwin and Call ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Bawkins, 
Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, Nicholson, Wat- 
lington and Welch — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So. said resolutions passed— titled as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The rules being waived Mr, Dawkins introduced without previous 
notice, a bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to change the times for holding the Circuit Courts for the Western 
Judical Circuit, approved January 5th, 1859; 

Rules being waived, was read a first and second times, and refer- 
red to the Judiciary Committee ; 

Also a bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
regulating Constables sales in the counties of Washington, Holmes, 
Santa Rosa, AYalton, Gadsden and Liberty, approved January 15th, 
1859; 

Rules being waived, was read a first and second times, by its title 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr.^Nicholsou introduced without previous notice, 

A bill to bo entitled an Act to change the name of Martha Ann 
Barnes, to that of Mary Henrietta McClelland ; 

Rules beinof waived, the bill was read J:he first second and third 
times by its lillc, and put upon its passage ; 

The vote was: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Dtin- 
can, Eppes, Jones, Keitt, McElvy, Nicholson, Watlington and Welch 
—13, 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 
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Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tivos. 

Mr. McEIvy from the Committee on Enrolled bills made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills and resolution as correctly enrolled : 

A bill to be entitled an Act more fully defining the duties of Tax 
Assessors and Collectors for the city of Pensacola; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the payment of costs 
by plaintiffs in certain cases in the Western Judical Circuit; and 

Eesolntion to empower the Governor of the State to sell certain 
bonds. 

Respectfully submitted, 

L. G. McELYY, Chm'n. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on Enrolled bills report as correctly enrolled the 
following bills and resolutions : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
New Orleans Steam Navigation Company ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to outhorize Joseph D. Smith to as- 
sunsie the management oj^his own estate ; 

An Act for the relief of Allen Gibson, of Illarion county and Solo- 
mon F. Haliday, of Alachua county ; 

Resolution to change Mail Route No 6543 ; and 

Resolution for the relief of certain parties holding State Witness " 
and Jury Scrip. 

Respectfully submitted, 

L. G. McELVY, Chairman. 

Which were received and read. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

House of Representatives, ) 
December 20tb, 1859. \ 

Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House has this day passed the following Senate bill : 
A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit free per- 
sons, wholly or in part of African descent, to choose their own mas- 
ters and become slaves, approved January 15th, 1859, with the en- 
closed amendments. 

Very respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Crk Ho. Rep'«. 
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^^ inch was read and Ibe accompanying bill placed among the x>v- 
viers of the day. 

Mr. Call moved that a committee of three be appointed to inform 
the House that the Senate concurs in the first and third amendments 
to the Senate bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit 
free persons of African descent, to select their own masters and be- 
come slaves, approved January 15th, 1859, and refuses to concur in 
the third ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

WTiereupon the Chair appointed Messrs. Call, Lamar and Nichol- 
son as said committee. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to incorporate 
the city of Atseena Otic ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its* passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dell, Eppes, llawes, Jones, 
Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen and Welch — 11. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represeilta 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to establish common Schools and to repeal certain Acts in relation 
thereto, approved January 1st, 1853 ; 

W^as read the third time, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Eppes, Hawes, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen and Welch — 13. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the city of Jasper ; 

Was read the second time. 

The substitute offered by the Committee on Corporations was 
adopted, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled an Act in reference to common Schools 
in the county of Walton ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvv, Nicholson and Welch 
—14. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 
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Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representatives^' 

House bill to be eutitled an Act for the relief of Harrison Fair- 
banks ; 

Was read the second time, nil.^s waived^ read a third time by its 
title, and put upon its passage ; 

The vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin^ Call, Bell, Eppes,. 
Hawes, Jones Keitt, Lamar, McQueen and Nicholson — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. McElvy and Welch — 2. 

So said bill passed^ — title ae stated. 

Ordered that the samo he certified to the House of Representatives, 

House bill to-be entitled an Act to secure the right of way to the 
St. Johns and Indian River C;inal, and for other purposes ; 

Was read a second trnie, rules waived, read a third tinae, and put 
upon its passage ; 

The vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Dun- 
can, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Laiuiir, McElvy, McQueen, Nich- 
olson and Welch — 15. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A committee from the House appeared mul iiif.jrmod the Senate 
that they had been appointed to confer will' m siii(il:ir committee on 
the part of the Senate, as to the disagr(( im nt of liie two Houses on 
a bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to permit free persons 
of African descent to select their own masters and become slaves, 
approved January 15, 1859. 

Mr. Call moved that a Committee of three be appointed on the 
part of the Senate to confer with the similar Committee on the part 
of the House as to the disagreement of the two Houses on the Afri- 
can descent bill ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Whereupon the Chair appointed Messrs. Lamar, Call and Nich- 
olson on said Committee. 

Mr. Lamar from the committee on Internal Improvements made 
the following report ; 

Mr. President : 

Sir : — The Committee to whom was referred a bill to be enti- 
tled " an Act declaratory of the sense of the General Assembly as to 
the grant of lands to aid in the construction ol the diflferent RaU- 
roads in this State," beg leave to 
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REPORT: 

, That they have had the sabie undet* consideration and recommend 
that the same do pass with an additional Section herewith ^nbmitted, 
to be numbered Section 4. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. B. LAMAR, 

,. Chm'n Com. Int. Imp. 

Which was received and the accondpaning bill and amendment 
|ilaced among the orders of the day. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted^ That when lands are in controver- 
sy between different Companies, that the Company on whose line of 
rdad such lands are located shall have power to sell the same and 
ndake title to the purchaser thereof and shall account and pay over 
td the tjther Company claiming an interest therein such proportion 
bf the proceeds as may be legally adjudged due said Company. 

On mtttiion the Senate toot a recess until half-past three o'clock.* 



HALF-PAST T^HREE O'CLOCK, P. M 



Senate resumed its session. 

A quorurii present. 

The orders of the day were resumed. ^ 

A Committee from the House appeared and informed the Senate 
that the House had concurred in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate reported by the Committee of Conference to the bill entitled an 
Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to permit free persons of Afri- 
^An descent to choose their own masters and become slaves, and 
had passed the bill as amended. 

The rules being waived, on motion of Mr. Nicholson, the bill en- 
titled an Act granting a charter to intersect the waters of Perdido 
Bay and Grand Lagdon, was taken from the table and placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The following message Waja received from the House of Representa- 



HousK OP Rkprkskntativks, ) 
December, 20th 1859. J 

H0». JOHK FiNLAtSON, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — ^The House has this day passed the following resolution : 
A resolution relative to Federal relations, and have rejected Sen- 
sCtc bill to be entitled an Act to amend and Act relative to A^socia- 
21 
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tloiis to construct lines of Thlcgrapli, aj>j>rov('d December 2Ttli, lS!yC> 

Vcvv respectful Iv, 

.AT. F. I'APy. 
Clerk House liep. 

Whlcli Avas received and tlie ficcoinpanying resolution placed 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes moved to ^vaive tlie rules to allow him to make a re- 
port; 

On which the yeas and nays were (tailed for by Messrs* Keitt and 
Eppes; 

tjpon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Duncan^ 
Eppes, Jones, Nicholson and Welch — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Call, Dell, Hawes, Keitt and Lamar — 5. 

So said motion was lost. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Lagoon and Perdi- 
do Canal Company ; 

"Was read the second time ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Call was indefinitely postponed. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to amend an Act to establish the ad valorem system of taxation, 
approved January 15th, 1859; 

Was read the second time and ordered for a third reading on to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to alter and define the line between 
Gadsden and Liberty counties ; 

Was read the third time and placed among the orders of the day 
for to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an Act declaratory of the sense of the Gen- 
eral Assembly as to the grant of lands to aid in the construction of 
the different Railroads in this State ; 

Was read the second time ; 

Mr. Dawkins moved to amend section three by striking out the 
words " except by the consent of said last named Companv ;" 

Which amendment was adopted. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption of the following 
amendment offered by the Committee on Internal Improvements : 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That when lands are in controver- 
sy between different Companies^ that the Company on whose line 
of road such lands are located shall have power to sell the same and 
make title to the purchasers thereof, and shall account and pay ovei* 
to the other Company claiming an interest therein, such proportion 
of the proceeds as may be legally adjudged due said Company ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. CsAl and 
Baker ; 

Upon which the v6t« was : 
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Yeas —Mr. President, Messis. (.'all, Dawkiu-, I){'!1, J»;in<aii, Hpl't'", 
Ilawes, Jones, Lamar aiul ^IcQueen — 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker and Nicliolson — 2. 

So the amenchnent was adopted; and 

The bill as amended ordered to be engrossed for a third rc^adini^ 
on to-morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 
o'clock. 



WEDNESDAY, December 21st, 1859. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

• A quoruip present. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the reading of yesterday's journal was 
dispensed with, and the journal corrected and adopted. 

Mr. Baldwin moved to withdraw the bill to be entitled an Act to 
incorporate the Jacksonville &; St. Augustine Railroad Company, 
which was reported on adversely by the Committee on Corporations 
yesterday. 

M r. Hawes moved to amend the motion of Mr. Baldwin, by ad^ 
ding, also a bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Palatka 
Railroad Company ; 

Which amendment Wiis accepted, and the motion adopted. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor, was re- 
ceived and read : 

Executive Chamber, i 
Tallahassee, Dec. 21, 1859. J 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — I return to the Senate without the signatues of the Execu- 
tive a bill which has passed the General Assembly entitled " an Act 
allowing two Judges of the Supreme Court to hold a Court in the 
absence of the third Judge." The bill is in the following words : 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That 
it shall be the duty of all the Judges of the Supreme Court to at- 
tend at each term of the same, but if from providential cause any 
one of said Judges cannot attend a Court, such Court may be hold- 
en by two Judges ; if only one Judge shall attend a Court, it shall 
be his duty to open the Court and to adjourn it to a day not more 
than two days beyond the regular term, at which time if two Judges 
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^lo not attend, the Court shall be adjourned to the next regular 
term. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted^ Tliat in the event the Judges should 
disagree upon any case where there may be but two Judges hold- 
ing the Court, it shall be the duty of said Judges to continue the 
cause till the next term of said Court ; and if at the said next term 
there shall be no decision by the Judges attending the same, the 
judgment of the Court below shall stand affirmed. 

It is due to the General Assembly that I should state at least 
briefly, some of the considerations which have constrained me to 
withhold my signature. 

The bill to say the least would seem to be a superfluous piece of 
legislation. An existing statute precisely meets the exigency when^ 
ever from any cause any " one or two Justices of the Supreme Court 
are disqualified or disabled from hearing any cause brought before 
them" by providing for calling in (as the case may be) " owe" or 
" two''' Circuit Judges. (See " Act to organic the Supreme Court 
of the Stj^te of Florida," approved January 11, 1851.) 

Under tie operation of the Act of 1851, though one Judge should 
disse^tt ps^rties litigant may obtain a decision at the first term of the 
jCourt aftey taking their appeal. Under the Act before me in the 
event of a disagreement between the "two" Judges holding the 
Court, the determination of the cause necessarily goes over to the 
ensuing term ; nor is it certain that there will be a decision then. 
For should the like absence of the "third" Judge at the next term^ 
or any other cause prevent a " decision," the appellant, after perhaps 
having incurred heavy charges in taking and prosecuting his appeal, 
will be precluded from all possible advantage of it by the predion 
of the bill which makes the "judgment of the Court below final and 
irreversible. Surely it is not too mjuch to say that the Constitution 
in creating a Supreme Court pronwsed to parties deeming them- 
selves agrieved by a hurried and erroneous niling of a Circuit Judge 
not only a hearing, but a decision by the higher tribunal setting as 
a Court of appeal for the correction of errors, and in the enjoyment 
of the advantages of ampler libraries,^ fuller discussion and more pro- 
tracted deliberation than were possessed by the Court below. I 
can not believe that less than this was contemplated by the- framers. 
of our Constitution. 

The right of appeal justly reckoned invaluable by the citizens of 
this State, becomes little less than a mockery when the appelant is,, 
without any fault of his own, sent out of tte Supreme Court without 
its decision upon the merits of his cause, and told that, be it right or 
wrong, he must abide by the judgement of tSie inferior tribunal. 

I have remarked that the bill presents the appearance of super- 
fluous Legislation. This remark is based upon tne hypothesis that 
as it contains no repealing clause, it leaves the 3rd section of the: 
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\ct of 1851 (aboved cited) still in force. In this conclusion I may 
he mistaken. I acknowledge the difficulty which I find in recon- 
ciling the apparently conflicting provisions of the two bills, and my 
uncertainty as to the full scope and effect of that now under consid- 
eration. If as a substitute for the 3rd section of the Act of 1851, it 
repeals that section, in my judgement the "change is not a reform" — 
the substitute is more objectionable than the original. If on the 
other hand it is not a repeal of that section, from their conflicting 
provisions I can only anticipate confusion, embarrassment and mis- 
cheif. In either view I am constrained to refer the proposed law 
back to the General Assembly for their re-consideration of it. 
Very Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

Mr. Dell moved to re-consider the vote taken on the passage of 
the bill; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Call and 
Lamar ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Dun- 
.can, Jones, McElvy^ Nicholson, Watlington and Welch — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Call, Eppes, Hawes, Keitt, Lamar and McQueen — 
,6. 

So the vote was re-considered. 

On motion of McElvy, the question was then taken on the passage 
jof the bill ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Dell, Duncan, Hawes, Keitt, McQueen and 
Watlington — 7. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Eppes, 
Jones, Lamar, McElvy and Nicholson — 9. 

So the bill was lost 

Mr. McElvy introduced joint resolutions in reference to a South- 
ern Railroad connection with the Pacific ; also, 

Joint resolutions calling upon our members in Congress to pro- 
cure the passage of a law refunding to this State, the sum of $241,300 
advanced by this State on the payment of Florida troops ; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor, was re- 
ceived and read : 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Dec. 21, 1859. \ 
Oentlemen of the Senate 

ftnd House of Representatives : 
I submit herewith joint recommendation of Col. B. F. Whitner, 
surveyor on the part of tlie State of Florida, and Professor Augustus 
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J. Orr, siirv</yor on the part of Georgia, appointed l>y the Executives 
of Florida and Georgia to run correct and mark the boundary line 
between the two States in conformity to tlie resolutions adopted by 
the Legislatures of said States. The recommendation sets fortli so 
fully the great importance of so modifying the resolutions of the re- 
spective Legislature as to prevent the necessity of running a second 
or corrected line back to the junction of the Flint and Chattahoo- 
chie (provided that the line which is now being run should strike 
within one-fourth of a mile of Mound B,) as to needs no comments 
at my hands. The area of land will not be materially affected by 
adopting the joint proposition of the Surveyors, and the greatest dif- 
ference that may occur upon failure ro strike Mound B, will be in a 
district of country of but little value. I learn by a letter from Col. 
Whituer, dated Dec. 18, 1859, that he expected to be 80 or 85 miles 
towards Mound B, by the 24th inst., and that the cross-measure- 
ments showed that he would not miss the mound far, perhaps a little 
South, but too small an amount to correct back, He remarks that 
*-I trust the Legislature will authorize me to mark the line back if it 
does not fall farther South than five chains. I do not ask more lat- 
itude than that." It is highly important that the boundary line be- 
tween the two States should be established at the earliest practica- 
ble moment to prevent a recurrence of popular excitement alono- the 
border incident to a conflict of jurisdiction, and I therefore recom- 
mend such modifications of the resolutions as will conform to the 
joint recommendation of Col. Whitner and Professor Orr ; and that 
the Legislature make provision for the payment of the Surveyor ap- 
pointed to run the line on the part of this State. 
Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERKY. 



(copy.) 

Chattahoochbe Fla. > 
November 28th, 1859. ' j 
His Excellency M. S. Perry: 

Dear Sir : — In running the boundary line between Georo-ia and 
Florida, it is proposed to run on the arc of a great circle from the 
mouth of Flint River towards Mound B, the Eastern terminus ao-reed 
upon by the two States. It is believed that this line will nearly 
strike Mound B, but any departure, however immaterial, from that 
MouniJ, without some modification of the resolutions of the respec- 
tive LegislcituDes, will render it necessary to run a second or connec- 
tive line back to tlie junction of the Flint and Chattahoochee. Alound 
B is nothing more than a small hillock of earth with a base of some 
eight feet, an elevation of three or four, and was never intended hv 
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Kllk-ott [iud Minor as the terminus of tbe boundary line, but simply 
as a pointer on the nearest dry ground, to indicate the terminus 
agreed upon by those Commissioners. A h*ne starting from anv 
other point in the immediate vicinity of Mound B, can as easily be per- 
petuated and identified hereafter as one terminating at the centre of 
that Mound. 

When the American and Spanish Commissioners fixed upon the 
Eastern terminus, they further agreed that the line should be run 
from the mouth of Flint River, and if it did not depart more than half 
a mile from said Eastern terminus, it should be regarded and adopted 
as the boundary line. The Legislatures of tlic two States liave 
agreed upon a difi'erent Eastern terminus namely, Mound B ; but for 
the reason stated we recommend that the straight line run from the 
mouth of Flint River toward Mound B, shall be adopted as the boun- 
dary line between Florida and Georgia ; provided said line does not 
depart more than one fourth of a mile from Mound B. But should 
the departure exceed that distance, we then recommend that a con- 
nected line be run from Mound B, to the mounth of Flint River. — 
Should this distance (one fourth of a mile, or one half of the dis- 
tance agreed upon by Ellicott and Minor,) be regarded too great, 
then let some other limit be fixed upon by the respective Legisla- 
tures. 

The adoption of this suggestion may save mneh time in executing 
the work and much expense to the two States, while the amount of 
Territory involved is utterly insignificant, both as to extent of sur- 
face and value, lying as it does cheifly along the Eastern portions of 
the line. Respectfully yours, 

BENJ. F. WHITNER, Jr., 
Surveyor on the part of Florida. 

^ GUSTAYUS J. ORR, 
Surveyor on the part of Georgia. 

Mt*. Call introduced the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were read : 

Whereas, This Senate did on Thursday, the 16th December, 
adopt a " resolution calling on the (rovernor of this State for in- 
formation in regard to the appointment of Henry Wells as agent, 
to select lands for the different Railroads ;" And whereas. Said reso- 
lution was originally accompanied by a preamble which declared 
that " it was the opinion of many members of the Senate that said 
lands had already been selected by agents appointed by a former 
Governor, which selections had been approved by the proper author- 
ities at Washington, and lists of said lands certified to the different 
Railroads, under which lists the said Companies had taken prosses- 
sion of the said lands and were proceeding to sell the same, and 
t^at in consequence the appointment of said Henry Wells as such 
sigent, was not only wholly unnecessary and uncalled for, but will 
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have a tendency to emfca^aiss the said Companies in their land sales f 
to throw a cloud upon their titles and thus materially retard the final 
completion of said roads," which said preamble was spread at large 
upon the Journals of this Senate; And whereas^ Also it was openly 
charged upon the floor of the Senate in support Of the said preamble 
and resolution, that the said Governor in making the said appoint- 
ment of Henry Wells, had exceeded his authority, and had been 
actuated only by a spirit of hostility to the whole Railroad system 
of the State, or by a desire to deprive the Middle and Western sec- 
tion of the State of the lands granted by Congress for the construc- 
tion of roads through these sections in order to appropriate said 
lands to roads in the Eastern section of the State ; And whereas, 
The said Governor has wholly failed to respond to the said resolution 
or to furnish to the General Assembly the information sought for ; 
And whereaSy This Senate is now in possession of sufficient evidence 
from other sources to show that the recitals in the foregoing pream- 
ble are true ; And whereas, The truth of the same is tacitly admit- 
ted by the said Governor ; Therefore, 

Resolvedy That in the opinion of this Senate the said appointment 
of Hetiry Wells as agent, to select lands for the different Railroads 
was unnecessary and uncalled for, and should be revoked. 

Resolved further, That the Acts of said Henry Wells under the 
said appointment are illegal and without authority, and will in no* 
wise impair the validity of the Acts of the previous agents. 

Resolved further^ That the failure of the Governor of this State 
to respond to a res^yectful communication from the Senate asking 
information on an important question of public interest, is an act of 
marked^ discourtesy, and an ungenerous response to the uniform re- 
spect with which he has ever been treated \>j the Senate. 

The Chair decided the resolution to be out of order. 

Mr. Call then moved to waived the rules to allow him to make a 
motion ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Mes&rs. Dell and 
Call; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — ^Mesws. Call, Dell, Duncan^ Eppety Hawes, Keitty McQueen 
and Nicholson — 8. 

Nays— Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Bddwin, Dawkins, Jones, 
Lamar, McElvy^ Watlington and Welch — 9. 

So, the Senate refused to waive the rules. 

The Chair decided that the resoultions are new resolutions and 
cannot be introduced under the following rule adopted by the Sen- 
ate : " No new bill or resolution of a public character except the 
appropriation bill shall be introduced into the Senate without ths* 
unanimous coijseitt of the Senate " 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



/ 

/ 

/ 



217 

Mr. Call then appealed from the decision of the Chair that the 
i*esolution was out of order. 

The question was taken on sustaining the decision of the Chair ; 

On which the yeas and nays tvere called for by Messrs. Baker 
and Call ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwirij Dawkins, Jones, Watlington and 
Welch— 6. 

Nay — Messrs. Call, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, II awe?, Keitt, Lamar, 
McElvy and McQueen — 9. 

So the decision of the Chair wds not sustained ; 

And the resolutions were placed among the orders of the day. 

Rules being waived, Mr. McElvy introduced without previous 
notice, 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to the boundary line now 
being run between this State and Georgia ; 

Which were placed among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report : 
Mb. President : 

^> ; — The Committee on Engndssed bills report the following bill 
Bs correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled an Act declaratory of the sense of the Gen- 
eral Assembly as to the grant of lands to aid in the construction of 
the different Railroads of this State. 
Respectfully submitted, 

THOMPSON B. LAMAR, 
Ch'n Com. on Engrossed Bills. 

Which ' was received and the accompaning bill placed among the 
oders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes from the Judiciary Committtee made the following re- 
port: 

The Judiciary Committee to whom was referred an Act to amend 
an Act entitled an Act to change the times for holding the Circuit 
06urts of the Western Judicial Circuit, approved Jan. 5, 1859, 

REPORT, 

That they have exami<i6d said bill, and recommend its passage. 

T.J. EPPES, 
Chm'n Judiciary Committee. 
Which was received and lihe accompanying bill placed among the 
torders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes from the Judiciary Committee made the following re- 
port: 

28 
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The Judiciary Cumiiiittee to whom was refenvd a bill to be enti- 
tled an Act to aflbrd a rule for the construction of Deeds and Willj^ 
in certain cases, 

REPORT : 

They sec no necessity for said bill, therefore recommend that it do 
not pass. 

T. J. EPPES, 
Chm'n Judiciary Committee. 
Which was received and the accompanying bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Eppes frdm the Judiciary Committee made the following 
inajority report: 

The undersigned from the Judiciary Committee to whom wais re- 
ferred the bill entitled "an Act to organize the county of Perry," 

REPORT : 

That unless there has been a most miraculous increase in the pop- 
ulation of the three counties of Brevard, Manatee and IliUsborough, 
but of which it is proposed to form the new county, (of which in- 
crease your committee have not the -slightest evidence before them,) 
the organization of a new county at the place and with the popula- 
tion proposed, is manifestly unconstitutional. By the 4th Section 
of the 9th Article of the Constitution of this State, it is provided 
that no county shall "be reduced in population by division, below 
the existing ratio." The present "existing ratio" is twenty-four 
hundred, according to what is called the Constitutional or Federal 
basis ; if then, by the formation of this new county, the counties of 
either Hillsborough, Manatee or Brevard, will be reduced in papu- 
lation below twenty-four hundred, the passage of the bill is uncon- 
stitutional. 

Your comniittee have no information as to the population of the 
three counties more recent than the census of 1855. But from that 
census they are forced to the conclusion that should the present bill 
become a law, there will not remain twenty-four hundred of consti- 
tutional population in any one of the three counties named, and thit 
consequently the Constitution would be disregarded in three dis- 
tinct instances. A very slight glance at the Constitution of our 
State is sufficient to show that this question of the organization off 
n^w counties and its consequences received the most careful atten- 
tion from the framers of the Constitution, and that they intended to 
throw such checks and safe-guards around it as would prevent hasty 
and inconsiderate legislation, such as is now proposed. The positive 
prohibition against reducing the old counties below the representa- 
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tly»' r.'iliu, i>, if laitlit'iillN uhs.rvtMl, ^ndicicnt in n)o< iii.-lan-.r^' (as in 
tills) to prevent tlie |»renijUnro formation of new eonntics. lUit to. 
that prohibition is a-lde«l by tlie Constitution an aroMunent of policv 
wliieb addresses itself to tlie representatives from the more popu- 
lous parts of tbe State, and wbicli forces tbem in simple justice to 
tbeir own constituents to oppose tbe organization of any new coun- 
ty, until tbe territory embraced witbin its limits sliall bave tbe re- 
quisite constitutional population for a Representative. We albide 
to tbe clause of tbe 1st Section of tbe 9tb Article of tbe Constitu- 
tion, wbich is in tbese words : "t^iving bowever, one Ivepresentative 
to every county," and wbicb bas uniformly been construe«l to entitle 
every county, no matter bow sparce its population, to a re})resenta- 
tivc on tbe floor of tbe Ceneral Assembly at tbe first new ap{)ortion- 
^ent of representatives after tbe organization of said county. We 
^re aware tbat tbe zealous advocates for tbis bill contend tbat tins 
construction of tbe Constitution is erroneous, and tbat a subsequent de- 
claration contained in Sec. 4, of Art. 9, of tbe Consi, wbicdi saystliet 
" no new county sball be entitled to separate representation until its 
population equal tbe ratio of representatio.n tben existing," qualifies 
the clause in Section 1, of Article 9, giving one Representative to 
every county. But we cannot agree witb tbis view of tbe case, 
(wbicl^ is an entirely novel one to us,) for tbe simple reason tbat the 
two sections are treating about entirely different matters and entire 
ly different times. Section 1, is precisely to tbe General xAsssembly 
the rule of apportiomnent to be observed every ten years, urging 
them at those intervals to cause a census to be taken and re-appor- 
toin the representation according to that census " giving, how^ever, 
one representative to every county." The section is complete in it- 
self; makes no discrimination between new and old counties, and 
the clause we have quoted, cannot be qualified in any manner with- 
out wholly striking it from the section. 

Section 4 as we have said, treats of a different matter and a differ- 
ent time, to-wit : the orgj^nization of a new county at any session of 
the General Assembly, and the restriction upon the separate repre- 
sentation can only be fairly construed to last until the next census, 
when as we have seen, the Constitution imperatively enjoins a sepa- 
rate representative to every county. But even if there were a doubt 
originally about the correctnei?s of our construction of the Constitution, 
the question has been disposed of by the General Assembly in the. 
year 1845, and again in 1855, and to adopt a different constrution 
now, would be to declare vacant the seats of nine members of the. 
lower house, to-wit : the members from the counties of Holmes, Put- 
nam, Volusia, Orange, Brevard, Sumpter, Levy, Hernando and Man-, 
atee, all of whom hold their seats only by virtue of the. construction, 
which we have placed upon the Constitution, a result so absurd that 
it is only necessary to mention it, in order to settle tbe true construc- 
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tloii of tlie. Con.^titntioii. Our conclu.sion then is that this new conn-. 
Xy will at the next c(misii,s bo entitled to a separate representative, 
evon should tliat representative he the only voter resident within her 
territorial limits ; and that, thouii'h this alone wonld not absolutely 
render the bill unconatitutionaJ, yet it is a violation of the plain spirit 
of the Constitution which requires that representation should be equal-, 
ly apportioned accordino; to population, and devolves upon the Gene- 
ral Assembly the necessity of still greater vigilance in seeing that the 
letter also of that instrument is not violated by reducing the old 
counties below the proper standard, as is done in this case. 

Am in^ren'ous arojumeiit has been made that this county was only 
for Judicial purposes, and therefore is not a county within ihe mean- 
in^r of the Constitution. It U perhaps a sufficient answer to all this 
to say that, if this be true, all counties aieonly f<)r Judicial purposes, 
and this one only differs from the county of Leon, or anv other 
(•(>unty in the Staf(% in the single matter of Rrepresentation in the 
(4tM)entl Assembly, a diflfMence ( as we have been shown which can. 
only last until the next census,) but the new county has the same 
officers, Judge of Probates, County Commissioners, Sheriff, Tax-col- 
lector, Clerk, dec, with the same powers as the other counties, many 
of which officers liave nothino: whatever to do with Judicial matters, 
so that it is untrue in point of fact that this county is only for Judi- 
cial purposes. 

A strong appeal has been made in behalfof this bill, on the ground 
ofthe inconvenience to which the inhabitants of that section are sub- 
jected in attending Court. Those who make this appeal seem to for- 
get that the inhabitants of a sparsely settled district, most of them new 
settlers from other States, will, as a general rule have but little oc- 
casion to attend Court ; so that the evil is one of trifling magnitude, 
and sinks into insignficance when compared with the expense nec- 
essarily attendent on the organization of a new county and the erec- 
tion of county btiildings; but your committee rejoice that even that 
slight inconvenience may be avoided without in any way violating 
the Constitution of the State, or giving to the citizens of the District 
in question, an undue preponderance in the Legislative Halls. There 
are two ways of doing this : one by exempting them from jury duty and 
authorizing their testimony to be taken by commission, the other 
by requiring the Judge of the Circuit Court to hold two terms in the 
County of Hillsborough at two different places in the County ; the first 
plan has been we believe successfully tried in this State, the second 
is not at all unsual in some of the Northern State. Either will in a 
strictly Constitutional manner, obviate the evils which this bill seeks 
to correct by a palpable violation of the Constitution. 

The undersigned cannot refrain from commenting upon the exceed- 
ingly improper division which is made of the county of Hillsborough, 
by this bill, that county being almost if not completely severed inta 
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<wo parts by the new county. Were there no other objections to the 
bill, the mode of division alone would be sufficient in their opinions 
to require its reference to a committee charged .with the proper ad- 
justment of its boundaries. In conclusion, in view of all the circum- 
stances of the cost, the Jjndersigned give it as their opinion, that the 
present bill is unconstitutional and recommend that it do not pass, but 
in lieu thereof they recommend thti adoption of the substitute for the 
same, which is now pending before the Senate, providing for taking 
the census of the counties to be divided. When that census is re- 
turned to the next General Assembly, it will be lime enough to de- 
termine whether to or<;anize a new County or to adopt one or the 
other methods indicated in this report for relieving the popuation of 
the District concerned from what is said to be an enormous Tax upon 
them. 

T. J. EPPES, 
Chm'n. Jud. Com 
GEO. W. CALL. 

Which was read, and the accompanying bills placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. McElvy from the Committee on Enrolled Bills made the fol- 
lowing report: 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills as correctly enrolled : 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to Courts of Probate in 
this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and 
Columbia Steamboat Company ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act concerning Sheriffs and Coroners; 
All of which are respectfully submitted, 

L, G. McELVY, Chairman, 

Which was received and read. 

Mr. Dell moved that the Senate take a recess untill half-past 3 
o'clock ; 

The President decided that a motion to adjourn is out of order 
when a member is making a repport ; 

Mr. Call appealed from the decision of the Chair ; 

The question being taken on sustaining the decision of the Chair; 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Dell and Keitt ; 

Upon wnich the vote was. 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Eppes, Lamar, McElvy, Nicholson, 
Watlington and Welch — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Call, Dell, Duncan, Hawes, Keitt and McQueen-6. 

So the decision of the President was sustained. 

The President announced a message from his Excellency the 
-Governor ; 
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VVhicli, on motion of Mr. Call, was laid on the table until after tlie 
recess. 

The Senate then took a recess until half-past three o'clock. 



HALF-PAST THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Senate resumed its session. 
A quorum present. 

The folloAving message from his Excellency the GoAcrnor, was re- 
ceived and read, and on motion of Mr. Call, w^as laid on the table : 

Executive Chamber, } 
Tallahassee, Dec. 21st, 1859. f 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I have received the Resolution of the Senate adopted on the 
16th instant, requesting me to communicate to the Legislature what 
steps had been taken prior to the 7th September last, by my prede- 
cessor or myself, in reference to the selection of lands for the dif- 
ferent Railroads, in lieu of lands disposed of by tlie United States 
previous to the passage of the act of Congress, approved May 17th, 
1856, granting lands to aid in the construction of said Railroads; 
and also that I communicate to the Legislature copies of corres- 
pondence between my prececessor or myself and the authorities at 
Washington, in reference to said selections, and the particulars of 
the contract, if any, with Henry Wells, and the amonnt of compen- 
sation to be allowed him for his services in selecting. If any ageut 
or agents were appointed by my predecessor to select said lands, 
according to the provisions of the first section of the act of Con- 
gress, approved May 17, 1856, no record of such appointment was 
placed in the Executive office, other than that appointing W. H. 
Chase agent to select the lands donated by Congress to the Florida 
and Alabama Railroad Company, and certain letters in the book of 
correspondence, copies of which are herewith transmitted ; and if 
any such appointment was made, and the record or evidence thereof 
was inadvertently omitted, such appointment has not been brought 
to my knowledge. 

No compensation has been agreed upon for the services of Mr. 
Wells, as will appear by reference to the commission appointing 
him agent on the part of the State to select the lands. I preferred 
that the Legislature should fix the rate of compensation after the 
completion of the w^ork, when a more just estimate could be made 
of the value of the service rendered the State. 

Having noticed a paragraph in the newspapers to the effect that 
certified lists had been issued bv the Commissioner of the General 
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Laiul Ofiico, for tho hiuils lying along tbu line of the Florida At- 
lantic and Gulf Centml Railroad, I addressed a letter to the Com- 
missioner, dated Nov. 3d, 1858, upon the subject, a copy of which 
is herewith annexed. 

It will be seen by reference to said letter, that I did not recog- 
nize the right of that Depaitnnent to certify lists to third parties, to 
whom no assignnaent had been made, and requesred that lists of 
lands enuring to this State, under tho Congressional act of May 
17th, 185G, should be made out in the name of the St ite, and for- 
warded to me, that I might lay the matter before the proper body 
for disposition, as provided for by the third section of the act of 
Congress of May 17th, 1856, making the grant. 

The Commissioner, in reply, (dated Nov. 17, 1858, I believe,) 
stated that the Department had resolved to pursue a diflercnt courst; 
from that suggested bj^ me, in which my predecessor had acquiesced. 
I regret that the letter of tho Commissioner is not at hand, that I 
might give it in full. I have given the substance, however, and will 
procure the letter at the earliest opj)ortunity. 

Believing that the course adopted by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office would work manifest injury to the several 
Companies and to the State, I appQintcd an agent to select the 
lands, in accordance with i\\3 provisions of the act of Congress 
making the grant. 

The title to the lands is derived from Congress — the aci. of Con- 
gress must determine what is to be done with a view to the perfection 
of the grant By reference to the 1st section of the act of Congress, 
entitled, *^ An act granting public lands in alternate sections, to 
the States of Florida and Alabama, to aid in the construction of 
certain Railroads in said States," wilt bo found the terms of the 
grant. The langu.-ige used is, '* that there be, hnd is hereijy, grant- 
ed to the State of Florida, for the purpose of aiding in the construc- 
tion of Railroads from St. John's river, at Jacksonville, to the waters 
of Escambia Bay, at or near Pensacohi; and from Amelia Island, 
on the Atlantic, to the waters of Tampa Bay, with a branch to 
Cedar Ke}^ on the Gulf of Mexico; and also a Railroad from Pen- 
sacola to the State line of Alabama, in the direction of Montgomery, 
every allernate section of land designated by odd numbers, for i-ix 
sections in width on each side of each of said roads and branch." 

The State of Florida is tho grantee in the act named. The title 
deed, therefore, whatever it may be, must come from the gr:.ntor to 
the grantee. So, when there is anything to be done to lender the 
grant certain, the party to whom the grant is made is properly 
charged with the power and duty of aiding in the act. hi the 1st 
section of the act, it is further provided how and in what mannner 
the grant is to be made to apply specifically to the lands intended 
l6 be granted. 
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The words used are as follows: "But in case it shall appear tha^ 
the United States have, when the lines or routes of said roads ancF 
branch are definitely fixed, sold any sections, or any parts thereof, 
granted as aforesaid, or that the right of pre-emption has attached ta 
the same, then it shall be lawful for any agent or agents to be ap- 
pointed by the Governor of said State, to select, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, from the lands of the United 
States nearest to the tiers of sections above specified, so much land 
in alternate sections or parts of sections as sliall be equal to such 
lands as the United States have sold or otherwise appropriated, or 
to which the rights of pre-emption have attached as aforesaid, which 
lands (thus selected in lieu of those sold and to which pi'e-eraption 
rights have attached as aforesaid, together wi(h the sections and 
parts of sections designated by odd numbers as aforesaid and appro- 
priated as aforesaid) shall l>e held by the State of Florida for the use 
and purpose aforesaid : Provided, Tliat the land to be so located shall 
in no case be further than fifteen miles from the lines of said roads 
and branch and selected tor and on account of each of said roads 
and branch : Provided further, That the lands hereby granted for 
and on account of said roads and branch severally shall be exclu- 
sively applied in the construction of that road or branch for and on 
account of which such lands are hereby granted, and shall be dis- 
posed of only as the work progresses, and the same shall be applied 
to no other purpose whatsoever." 

Here it is seen that the power and duty of selection of the lands 
is given to the grantee, the State, and the Governor of the State is 
empowered to appoint an agent to select. Such being ray duty 
under the act of Congress and the law of the State, 1 appointed 
Henry Wells, Esq., agent, to do what the act aforesaid rendered 
necessary to be done to vest the title to the land in the State so far 
as it could be done by making such selection. 

The law of the State, which grants to the several corporations 
assuming to build the railroads provided to be aided in the act of 
Congress the lands granted to the State in trust for the construction 
of such works, does not make the several corporations at once the 
grantee of the lands and entide them to receive conveyances thereof 
from the United States. The conveyances are, according to all law 
and usage, to be made first from the United States, the first grantor 
and grantee, second from the State to the corporations, the second 
grantees. The law of the State accepts the grants in these words : 
" upon the terms, conditions and restrictions imposed," and the law 
granting the land by the State to the corporations, grants it, of 
course, as the State had accepted it, subject to the limitations and 
restrictions in the net of Congress making the grant. The Legisla- 
ture could not do otherwise. Whatever, then, the law of Congress 
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Tfequirea to be done to complete the yiaiit, must lie peilormucf us a 
comliiioii precedent to the vesting ol' the grant. 

When the act of Congress referred to was communicated by my 
predecessor to the Legiskturc at its eighth si-s&ion, he recoinmentled 
legislation to meet the object. The Legislature acted upon this 
recommendation, and passed an act granting a part of (lie lands au- 
thorized by Congress to be selected to the Florida and Alabiima 
Railroad Comj)any. The Legislature thereby evinced its sense of 
the proper construction of the act of Congress, and I have acted in 
conformity to the views expressed. The enurement of title, by 
act of Congress provided to bo given as evidence of the grant and 
confirmatory of the rights of the grantee, is a list of the laml certified 
by the Secretary of interior; the lands to be listed are to be selec- 
ted by an agent appointed by the State. So says the act, and the 
Secretary cannot legally certify any selection not made under the 
authority of the State. 

The importance of keeping the selection of the lands under the 
control of tbe State is apparent It was this policy which is mani- 
fested in the law of Congress^ where the grant is made to the State 
and not to tbe corporations. 

Tbe State was expected to see that thelailds were applied to their 
proper use, and that the roads constructed should conform to the in- 
tention of the law under which the grant Was made. At this time 
a question has arisen which shows how proper it is that the control 
of the lands should remain with the State, And be disposed of by 
authority of the laws of the State. 

It has been made known to me that the Gulf Central and Atlan- 
tic Company, after the selections of the lands have been made to 
which said Company would be entitled when it has fully complied 
with the law, will not find, on the line of its road, the quantum of 
land to which it is entitled by nearly 200,000 acres. The Pen- 
sacola and Georgia Railroad also estimate that they will fall short 
in the line of road now built and that under actual construction a 
very large number of acres. A conflict of claims has arisen between 
these two Companies as to how and where they shall make up the 
deficiencies as provided in the first section of the act of Congress of 
May 17, 1856. Each Company claims the right to make up such 
deficiency out of the lands lying adjacent to the place where the 
-Iroads <^the two Cdmpanies meet — such lands being ot great value 
and likely to meet with ready sale. Without taking it upon myself 
to decide which Company is right, it is very apparent that the Uni- 
ted States and the people of Florida have a deep interest in the 
Question at issue. It is certainly not in the power of either Cajnpa- 
ny to determine the question, nor could the Commissioner ol the 
Land Ofiice of the United States settle it by certifying lists of sc- 
29 
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lecl'oiis wliifli oitlicr (,'o:nj);mv iiii^Lclit !iiak(\ Congross gmiiU'd the* 
taiKls as .'i wliolo — 'lor ;i sidj^le jhiij) )sc, to-\vit : ."i inilroad, whicl'i 
road was to Ik'I^mu at .lacksimville aisd run to tho I'^scambia, and 
the grant must be so administered as to secure tlio perlorjnarice ot* 
the whole woik. No one would pietend that if any large part of 
the road is left ilnfmished, that the conditions of the grant will bo 
complied with. If the Pensac'di and Georgia Railroad Company 
becomes either unable or unwilling tt> build the road further West 
than the Chattahoochee riv^^'r, and should the Logi^latu^e by law, 
give authority to any other Company to finish the work, another 
dirticulty WM)uld arise; the Com[).iny <o empowered would find that 
the lands through which the road would run, would be for the most 
part valueless for agricultural purposes, and th'itas to auydeficiencie<5 
occurriiig within the six mile limit,' the Pensacola and Georgia and 
Gulf Central roads had absorbed all (he good lands along the lines 
of their respective routes. 'J'hc effect of such a condition of things, 
and such course of action of the roads, would, if permitted to re- 
main undisturbed, deter, perha[)S, any persons from undertaking the 
construction of the road from the Chattahoochee to the Escambia. 

Now, it is not only the diity but the interest of the State to com- 
ply with the terms of the grant made by Congress, and the State haS 
by law decided to carry out the object of the grant and faithfully to 
apply the lands in execution of the great work which they were giv- 
en to aid. The State tlien has Jtn interest in retaining such control 
of the lands as will enable it to secure the whole work to be done, 
and to preveht its failure. 

If the Gulf Central and Atlantic Company is not to cbmethissid^ 
of its western terminus to make up its deficiencies, there will be a 
loss of about one hundred th(5usand acfes of land to that Company, 
and indirectly to the State ; and as any dimunition of the means of 
any of the Companies will efTt^ct the Internal Improvement Fund, a 
consequent injury will result to it. So, if the Pensacola and Georgia 
llailroad Company should not construct their road beyond the Chat- 
lahoochie (which I do not mean to intimate an opinion about,) there 
would be a loss to that Company' of a very large number of acres 
tinder the construction of the law which limits each Company in its 
selections to their respective line of road. 

There is no doubt but that if the whole road is built, under the 
authority of the State, that the State could select the lands to make 
up the deficiencies any where along the tiers of sections within fif- 
teen miles of the road, where vacant lands could be found. This 
lact should have an important bearing upon the question which I 
liave felt called on to discuss, in order to reply to your inquiries. 
We%ught, if possible, so to construe the law as to avoid conflict cCf 
rights and to prevent any loss of any portion of the grant to the? 
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Stalo, aihl by (^onliim ii;; it r-'^^ird (In- Siat'.^ a . lli- only j»-iif} i-^ lli^* 
grant (ii:i(K^ by ('oiigres-, we may sociiro sndi i!(>si!'ahl'' cinU. 

I cannot but regard ihe roa<is asonlir*' works, the oxcciilion oflh* 
whole of which is to be sceuied, ami shall always endeavor to -ecuie. 
the grant of laniis so ihat, no matter how oiany various corj)(.ira4ons 
the ^Slate may em|>')wcr to do the work, all shall partii-liiate acu-oid- 
in;; to the length of their road in the benetits to be derived from the. 
lands granted by Congress. 

Very rospectfullv, 

^l S. TERRY. 



[COPY.J 

In the name and by the authority of the State of Florida. 
To all to whom these presents may come greeting : 

Whereas, by the Act of Congress, approved May 17, 185G, enti- 
tled an Act granting riiblic Lands in alternate sections to the States 
of Florida and Alabama to aid in the construction of certain liail- 
roads in said States, it was enacted, that there be and is hereby 
granted to the State of Florida, for the purpose of aiding in the con- 
struction of Railroads from St. Johns River at Jacksonville to the 
waters of Escambia Bay, at or near Pensacola, and from Amelia 
Island on the /Atlantic to the waters of Tampa Bay, with a branch 
to Cedar Key on the Gulf of Mexico, and also a Railroad from Pen- 
sacola to the State line of Alabama in the direction of Montgomery, 
every alternate section of land designated by odd numbers for six 
sections in width, on each side of said Roads and branch, but in 
case it shall appear that the United States, have, when the lines or 
routes of said Roads and branch are definitely fixed, sold any 
sections or any parts thereof granted as aforesaid, or that the 
right of pre-emption has attached to the same, then it shall be law- 
ful for any agent or agents to be appointed by the Governor of said, 
State to select, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Inte 
rior, from the lands of the United States nearest to the tiers of sec- 
tions above specified, so much land in alternate sections or parts of 
sections as shall be equal to such lands as the United States have 
sold, or otherwise appropriated, or to which the rights of pre-emp- 
tion have attached as aforesaid ; which lands (thus selected in lieu 
of those sold and to which pre-emption rights have attached as afore- 
said, together with the sections and parts of sections designated by 
odd numbers as aforesaid, and appropriated as aforesaid,) shall be 
lield by the State of Florida, for the use and purpose aforesaid. 

Now therefore, I, Madison S. Perry, Governor of the St^e of 
Florida, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the Act 
liforesaid, do hereby appoint Henry Wells, of Florida, the agent for 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



228 

iuhI oil behalf of tlu', J*^tato of Florida, to sclccl, subject to tbc apprO" 
val of tlie Sficrctary of tbc f ntcrior, from the binds of the United 
State, nearest to tlie tiers of sections in said Act specified, so much 
land in alternate sections or parts of sections, as shall be equal to such 
lands as the United States have sold or otherwise appropriated, orta 
Avbicb the riglits of pre-emption have attached as aforesaid, " and ta 
have, hold and exercise the said agency and all the powers appertain- 
ing thereto, and to fulfil the duties thereof, in reference to all lands, 
granted by said Act of Congress, for the purpose of aiding in the 
construction of the lloads and branch aforesaid, and generally to da 
and perform any and all things that are necessary and proper to be 
done as the agent of the Governor of the State of Florida, to carry^ 
out the purposes and intention of said Act of Congress, and to secure 
to the State of Florida the full benefit of the lands gi*antedas afore- 
said, for the purposes in said Act specified, until this appointment 
.^liall be revolved by the Governor of the State of Florida." 

In testimony whereof, T^ Madison S. Perry, Governor of said 
State, have signed the appointment and caused the great 
seal of the State to be affixed hereto at the Capitol in Talla- 
hassee, this Ith day of September, A. T)., 1859, and of the 
Independence of the United States, the 84th year and of the 
Independence of Florida the 15th year. 

M. S. PERRY, 
<jovernor of Florida. 
By the Governor — Attest: 

V. L. ViLLEPIGUE, 

' Scc'y of State. 



[us.] 



[copy.] 

ExECjjTivE Chamber, > 
Tallahassee, November 3d, 1859. ) 

(loi!. Thomas A. Hendricks, 

Cominifisloner of General Land Office, 
Washington City, I). C. : 

Sir : 1 have noticed a f)aragraph going the rounds of the papers 
to the efiect that certified lists have been issued by your Depai*t- 
fiuent for the lands lying along the line of -the Florida Atlantic and 
Gulf Central Railroad, being a portion of the land enuring to this 
State conditionally under the Congressional act of May 17th, 1856. 
Mr. Wells, the Land Agent for the State and Agent for the Florida 
Atlantic and Gulf Central and Alabama and Florida Railroad Com- 
panies, informs me that he has only received the certified lists for 
lands to which the Alabama and Florida Railroad Company are 
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entitled by virtue of the Congressional act of May 17th, 1856, and 
the act of the State Legislature of December 27th, 1850; that when 
be left Washington he understood it to be the opinion of your De- 
partmcnt that the certified lists could not issue to the Companies 
direct for lands to which they may be entitled, for the obvious reason 
that the grant being a grant in entirety to the State of Florida, 
" subject to the disposal of the Legislature thereof for the purposes 
aforesaid," your Department could not recognize third parties to 
whom no assignment had been made by the State. In this view he 
concurred, and did not ask for certified lists from your office for 
lands which the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad will be 
entitled to receive from the State. By act of the Legislature, dated 
December 27th, 1856, (which I herewith enclose,) the State of 
Florida accepted the lands granted to her upon the terms, conditions 
and restrictions imposed in the Congressional aci of May 17, 1856, 
and by the second section of the same act, disposed of that portion 
of it to which the Alabama and Florida Railroad Company are enti- 
tled and have received. 

The Legislature has as yet made no further disposition of the 
lands enuring to this State under the Congressional act of May 17, 
1856. That body will again be in session within the present month, 
when they will undoubtedly make such disposition of these lands as 
in their wisdom they deem proper. In the mean time, I request that 
the adjustn^ent of the grant to the State may be brought to as 
speedy a conclusion as the labors of your Department will permit, 
and that lists of the lands be made out in the name of the State and 
forwarded to me, that I may lay the matter before the proper body 
for disposition, as provided for by the third section of the act of 
Congress of May 17th, 1856, making the grant. 

Yery respectfully, your ob't serv't, 

M. S. PERRY. 



[copy.] 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, December 18th, 1856. \ 
Dr. a. S. Baldwin, 

President, of Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad Co, : 

Sir: Yours of the 18th was handed to me this morning by Mr. 
Wells. You have embraced in the same appointment two matters, 
one of which pertains to my office and the other to the Trustees of 
the Internal Iai])rovemei»t Fund. You will please simply make cut 
an appointment for Mr. Wells as your Selecting Agent for the 
lands granted by act of Congress to your road, forward. this to me 
and I will approve and fix the seal to it. Thus approved, under ihe 
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seal oftho Stato, it goes t> the Commissioner of the General Lam? 
Office, whose approval is necessary to give it eflect. You will, in 
like manner, make out his appointment as Selectinnr Aj^ent for the 
Swamp and Overflowed and Internal Improvement Lands donated 
to your Company by the State, and forward for the action of thq 
Trustees. 

Very respectfully, vours, dec, 

JAMES'^E. BROOME. 



Executive Chamber, 
Tallahassee, Aug. 2, 1856. < 
Maj. W. H. Chase, Pensacola, Fla.: 

Sir : Your communication, dated 7th (supposed 27th) July, cover- 
ing map of location of your road, was received this morning. The 
map has been certiiled, sealed and transmitted to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office. I have received no communication- 
from the Commissioner charging me with any duties under- the law 
making this grant of land to our Railroad, and hav^e therefore served 
no notice upon the Companies. Your communication of June, ask- 
ing the appointment of Col. Ingram as Selecting Agent, was received 
and the appointment deLayed only because I desired to arrange 
some general plan of action which would apply to all the roads. 
The other Companies had not, however, moved yet, and I therefore 
suggest that you will cause to proceed with the business at any 
time, but, before the Commission issues, send me a copy of your 
profile and that I may refer to it for his government. 

Wishing you every success in your important enterprise, I am. 
Sir, Your ob't serv't, 

JAMES E. BROOME. 



[copy.] 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, Nov. 27, 1856. ) 
Whereas, the Alabama and Florida Railroad Company of Florida 
have, by resolution, requested the appointment of Wm. H. Chase^ 
as Agent to select the lands on the line of said Road donated to that 
Company by an act of Congress, so far as said lands are located 
with in the jurisdiction of the State ; Now know ye, that the said 
Wm. H. Chase has been, and is by these presents appointed such 
Agent, and his actions and doings in thn premises, so far as they 
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•ooKiform to the laws of this State and of the United States, are and 
<vill be entitled to full faith and credit. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused to bo affixed tlie great seal of the State at the 
[l. s.] Capitol on the day and year above written. 

JAMES E. BROOME, Governor of Florida. 
By the Governor — Attest : 

F. L. ViLLEPiGUE, Secretary of State. 



[corv.] 
To the Hon. Jacob Thompson, 

Secretary of the Interior: 
I, Madison S. Perry, Governor of Florida, hereby, in compliance 
with the requirements of the 4th section of the Act of Congress, 
approved May 17th, 185(), entitled an act granting public lands in 
alternate sections to the States of Alabama and Florida to lid in 
• the construction of certain Raih-oads in said State, do certify to ihe 
Hon. Jacob Thom[)son, Secretary of the Interior, that on or before 
the 10th day of February, 1858, twentj^ continuous miles of the 
Pensacola and Georgia Raiboad, beginning at the Tallahassee Do- 
pot, in Section one, Township one, Range one, South and West, 
and running eastward, were completed. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused to be affixed the great Seal of the State of Flor- 
[l. s.] ida. Done at tho Capitol, in the City of Tallahassee, 
this 3d day of December, A. D., 1858. 

M. S. PERRY, Governor of Florida. 
By the Governor — Attest : 

F. L. ViLLEPiGUE, Secretary of State. 

Mr. Eppes asked that the rules be waived to permit him to make 
a motion ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Eppes and 
Lamar ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Watling- 
ton and Welch — 15. 

Nay— Mr. Call— 1. 

So said motion was adopted. 

Mr. Eppes moved that the Senator from Sumpter be permitted to 
read his report as one of the members of the Judiciary Committee, 
on the bill " to organize the county of Perry," the reading of which 
was interrupted this morning : 

Which motion was adopted. 
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Mr. Baker from tlie Committee on Judiciary made tlie folfow^g 
minority report: 

The undersigned horn the Judiciary Committee of the Senate to 
whom was referred a " a bill to be entitled an Act to organize the 
county of Perry" and the amendment thereto, respectfully ask leave 
to submit the following 

REPORT: 

They have thoroughly investigated the bill submitted to them un- 
der the following three positions ; 

1. As to its constitulionaliiy and legality. 

2. As to precedent or the previous course of the Legislature of 
this Statft as to similar bills and petitions. 

3. As to the necessify and practicability of said bill. 

Before proceedin<j to the consideration of the above propositions, 
your Committee will in the first instance, premise that this bill comes 
supported by tour several peiitiona from the district proposed in said 
bill to be established as a county ; that said district is proposed in 
said bill to be taken from two several counties, viz : The counties of 
Manatee and Hillsborough, and from what has been commonly sup- 
posed to be a part of Brevard county ; but which latter county (Bre- 
vard,) as your Committee are fully convinced after due examination 
ot the maps in connection with tho law designating the boundary of 
said county of Brevard, and the counties continguous thereto, has no 
western boundary, and that a piirt of the area or district intended to 
be embraced in said county proposed to be established, is in fact at 
present embraced in no county, and is within no Judicial District of 
this State. Your Committee further premi'se that sard petitions are 
signed by about (250) two hundred and fifty citizens ol the immedi- 
ate district proposed to be created mto a county for Judicial purposes, 
and is thus entitled to the consideration and attention of this Legis- 
lature. 

Again your Committee would say that the immediate Representa- 
tives of the citizens of Hillsborough, Manatpe and Brevard counties 
are desirous of having said county so established; aiKl moreover, 
that the Senators representing the two districts in which said district 
or area is situated in part or in whole, are also in favor and desirous 
of the establishment of said county for Judicial purposes. The bill 
is thus presented to the attention of your Committee : 

1. By the petition of about 250 citizens of the State ; 

2. By the absence of any Judicial Tribunal in part of the pro- 
posed county ; 

3. By the concurrent request and wishes of the immediate Ke^i- 
resentatives of three counties ; 

4. By the concurrent wish of the two Senators Uom the two dis- 
tricts ; 
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Th3 bill ihiH as.^iimlii'ilj an imporlancn h«n)r(^ thi< L '^ii-ialuiv, 
ivhicli your CanimiLlce will prore^nl lo coiisidtM* as proposed : 

I. As to its Cousinlionality .iiid le:raiify. 

The legal objpclions aitompted lo l»o urged against this liiil are : 
1. That it would reduce other counties l>e]o\vthe present "Constiiu- 
ion basis,'' Thompson Digest chap. 3, see. 1, page 101, '* on a uni- 
fornn ratibn of population." (Consult ait. sec. 1.) 2. That said 
proposed county has now the ratio of poptilation prescribed by the 
9lh art., of the Constitution and by the *'Act to apportion the Iv'pre- 
sentatives ofthe State of Florida, approvevf Dec., 15(h 1S55, Acts 
1855, chap TlO no., 107." 3. Hence, said cotinty should not be es- 
tablished, as ifestablished it could at the next census (1805) claim a 
Representative, which would be unconstitutional and illegal. Such 
we think is a fair statement ofthe gist of the argument advanced as 
lo this point. In reply your committee deem it amply sufficient, sim- 
ply to define the vieivsihey entertain as to the tet'ms and requirements 
of the Constitution of this State as to the admission ofnew counties ; 

1. The Constitution recognizes in the 1st sec. of9th article by which 
ibo first apportionment of llepresentalives and Senators was »nadc a 
Constitutional ^^basis^^ which in said aiticle is termed the '\forer/o~ 
ing hasis,^^ Now let us enquire, what is that '' fta^/s " and how it 
is established ? After stating in the foregoing portion of the said 
section how said "enumeration " shall be made, it makes this*' ba- 
sis " to consist of three parts, viz : 

1. " According to such enumeration." 

2. *' On a vniform ratio. " 

3. ^^ Equally among the different counties. " 

Be it rembered however that this was ihQ firsts and was the **Con. 
stitutional" apportionment made in the very inception and forma-/ 
tion of our State Government. It is plain, however, that the term in 
said sec. 1 of Art. 9, wherein it is said " giving however one lle2>re 
tentative to every county ^^ was present and intended to bo and be* 
come then operative, and subsequently the " giving however to every 
new county one Representative," was to be " according to such enu- 
meration" thereafter to be had, and that the number of Representas. 
lives should be increased "on a uniform ratio." 

To sustain this view of the matter we have but to refer : 
1. To art. 4th, sec. 18 ofthe Constitution which it will be noticed^ 
precedes the 9th Art. and in which it is ssiid ^Hhe number of members 
ofthe Mouse of Representatives shall never exceed sixty. ^^ Now is it 
not apparent to every candid mind, that, if the framers ofthe Con- 
stitution in the said 4th art. define and fix the ultimate, definite and 
final number of Representatives, that they in framing the succeding 
dth art. intended to defer the mode and manner 1^ which that final 
ntsmhcr should be reached ? and \ve ask is it not an equitable and 
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just, n^ wrll as le^nl c«»ii>trurtlnn for thn whole Stnto that such aj]- 
proximatioii should ho be upon a ''basis^^ prescribed in the Constitu- 
tion itself, and "accnrdiu<r to such an enumeration," *'on a uniform 
ratio," "Kjiially amonj^ the ditlerent counties ?" 2. Cut to suhstan* 
liate this interpretation and view, wo quote sec. 4 of art. 9 of the 
Constitution, vi^ : *'^ No new Coanty shall he entitled to sepcrale 
Representation until its population equal the ratio of Meprcsentatioh 
then existing ; nor shall any county he reduced in popiilation by di- 
vision below the existiny ratio,'*'' VVe would here call attention to the 
indicative fact that this is still suiisequent, cumulative and confirma- 
tory. This 4ih sec. of art. 9 follows, and is placed after the sec. 1 of 
art. 9 in which a "uniform ratio" is fixed. The wording of this 4lh 
art. exhibits and confirms this. The words used are "the ratio," 
"then existin;;" and the "existing ration." Is it not clearly appa- 
rent that an ^^cxistiny ratio'''' at this point \\\ framin^ij our State Con- 
stitution was conceived and intended by its Iramers already to exist ? 
But further, the said 4th see; of art. 9 is inhibitory ; it says "no new 
bounty shall be entitled to seperate llepresentation, &;c." Again we 
ask, does not this very inhibition demonstrate and clearly convey 
that if new counties shall not be entitled to llepresentation, they may 
be organized for Judicial and olher purposes, without Representa- 
tion ? It Is a plain, legal, direct and logical deduction, that such was 
intended, else no limit would have been placed to the number of Rep- 
resentatives, no "ratio" or "basis" would have been prescribed, and 
no inhibition as to 'seperate Representation" have been made. 

3. But to make this question, if may be, still more apparent, we 
call attention to the b'th sec. of the Act of Congress, approved MarcK 
3rd, 1845, admitting Florida into the Union. That section was as 
fallows : 

**Sec. 6. And he it further enacted^ That until the next census 
and apportionment shall be made, each of said States of Iowa and 
Florida shall be entitled to one Representative in the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States.*' We desire here to call attention 
to the term " census and apportionment," and at the same time to 
the inhibitory clause that until such " census and apportionment" is 
had the State " shall be entitled to one Representative ;" now this 
was approved 3rd of March, 1845. Subsequently at the first Session 
of the first Legislature of the State of Florida, the following Act was 



' The ratio of population upon which shall be made the appor- 
tionment of Representation, shall be fourteen hundred and fifty, ac- 
cording to the Constitutional basis, see Thompson's Digest, page 
101, ch. 3, and Acts 1845, ch. 37, sec. 1, pamp, 76. But the same 
Act goes on stitfurther, and on page 102, Thompson's Digest, 
tame Act, it is expressly put upon the same •* enumeration" " uni- 
form tatio" and " apportionment." This also is inhibitory, and to 
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ho more? express is plarjvl ris a proviso, viz : J^ravhlvd, never fJivh\ss^ 
That if any eonnfy from vvliieh ?lio ronsiis rcliuns liav(» not Ikn'm 
roceivf'd shall ho entill'MJ upon said returns to an addi'ional rnpm)>er 
tipon the ratio herein eshtblislud, such county shall have such addi- 
tional member allowed. Aij^ain we call allenliou tw the immensie 
cumulation of Constitulional intendments : 

1st. 'i'hc Consijtntio.i oftht^ Slate was framed hefore the State was 
admitted into the Union on the 11th d:iy of January, 1^39. This 
fixes and defines as we ha\e ^een, a nnifo'n ran'o, a hnsis and an 
enumerati( n, then 2d. comes in t?ie Act of (Nniijiess of March 3rd, 
1845, adnuftin<T the State, which a'so recojrjiises a ''census and af)- 
portionment," and but one mend)er until the " app'-nionmeni'' jusii- 
fies it. Hence I'l-rida gained no now Ilepreseislative by the U. S. 
census of 1850, as her *' unif()rm ratio" under the " apportionme^.l" 
did not oniith) her to two. 

3 J. Next we have the Act of the very first Session of our Legisla- 
ture after the adoption of our Slate Constitution and admission to the 
Union, (xict^ 1845,) still reiterating and repeatin<j, and establishing 
the " apportionmenl" at 1450, " acco/v///2// /o the Constitutional ha^ 
sis ;" and, 

4ih. The same Act going still further and establishing the views 
advanced and making ** additional members" of our Legislature de- 
pendent upon the *' ruturns*' and the '* ratio herein established." 

Your Committee will here parenthetically remark, that we pre- 
sume it will not possibly be contended by any one conversant in the 
least degree with our Constitution and form of Government that 
counties stand to the State as the States do to the Union or the Con- 
federacy. The States are sovereign and only delegate powers to 
the Federal Government. Comities are only subordinate and con- 
venient divisions of a sovereignty for primarily^ judicial and admin- 
istrative purposes, and secondarily for classification as to Represen- 
tation, <fcc. The relation of the States is Confederative and Consti- 
tutional, that of the counties to the Stales is municipal. 

4th. In Ihe fourth place your Committee wjll briefly say that as JV 
still further confirmation of their opinions and views as to the Consti- 
tutionality of the Act under consideration they have but to refer to 
the "Act to apportion the Representation of the Slate of Florida,'* 
approved Dec. 15lh, 1855, in which it is declared in perfect keeping 
with all ot the antecedents we have qu«)ted : **That the ratio of pop- 
ulation upon which shall be made the apportionment of Representa- 
tives shall be twenty-four hundred, (2400) according to the Constitu- 
tional basis ;" thus increasing the " ratio^'' but leaving the " basis" 
the same, that an addition to the number of counties should by an in- 
creased ratio of population be kept nearer the ultimate limit fixed in 
the tSth Sec. of Art. 18, viz : sixty Representatives. 

5th. Another Constitutional provision which your Committee deem 
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.in)|HM:itiv(', a* (I which iht'V (h» not iVel peiinktcd to pass over is this : 
111 c.oinp.irin;^ iho lnn;tMhirv liiu's of iho county profM)d<i<l in the bill 
wiih th»^ law as (ound in Thompson Digest, pnj^es 10 to 20 inclusive, 
and with ?uh.sequtM.l Acts wo find a part of this district proposed to 
he enii. raced in this county are without any Judicfai remedy in suits 
at law ov equity, not hein*^ enibraccd within any defined county 
linejj ; that thus they an- debaired from most of the «j;tiarantie3 and 
privilrires secured them in the hill of rights contained in the 1st Ar- 
ticle of the Const liuiion, and *' excepted out of the general powers of 
.Government by tiie the'27th Section of Art. 1. More especially do 
your Couimitlee call allenlion to the J)th Section of Art. 1st, guaran. 
leeing *' Court**' and remed) by due course of law *' without sale, de. 
nial or delay." 'J'his bill is siniply to remedy this defect among oth- 
>?r grievances. And here in the last and sixth place as to this point, 
viz: the Constiluli.inality and legality of the Act, we will say, this 
Act is specific, it is lor Judicial purposes and for Judicial purposes 
alone. 

In the opinion of your Committee, the county will not by any ra- 
Clonal and logical interpretation of the Constitution or the law be en- 
titled to an additional Representative except it shall be upon an 
*• enumeration" upon '* the Constitutional basis,'' and according to " a 
unilorm ratio" as prescribed by every principal, both of law, equity^ 
equality and the Constitution. 

Having thus as briefly as compatible with the importanco of l^he 
question involved slated our views as to the ** Constitutionality and 
legality*' of the bil', we will succinctly present the other propositions, 
(as the jmricijyles beinf/ established^) we presume the practice will 
necessarily follow. The point then arises : 

II. As to precedent or the previous course of the Legislature of 
this State as to similar bills and petitions : 

We dceiii it unnecessary to go back for precedents beyond tho 
session of the Legislature immediately preceding the " Act to ap- 
portion the representation of the State of Florida, approved Dec. 15, 
1855," and which now fixes the ratio of representation at 2400 
and which must constitutionally continue so, to be fixed until the 
census and returns of 1865. On page 160, Senate Journals, 7 ses- 
sion, 1854, we find as follows: 

" House bill to be entitled an act to organize the county of Vo- 
Jusia ; 

'• Was road the third time, and upon the question of its passage 
tlie vote was : 

" Yeas--13. Nay— 1." 

Messrs. Eppes and Nicholson, the only then members of the Sen- 
ate, now niembcj-s, voting in the affirmative. 

In the Senate journals 1855, adjotjrncd session, page 128, vve^nd 
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ilie very apportioiinient bill referrc<l to under consideration and in- 
sert the following from the journals : 

" House bill to be entitled an Act to apportion the representation 
of the State of Florida, was read the first time, and on motion, the 
rule waived, and read a second tipie. Mr. Long moved to amend 
said bill by striking out the word " Volusia," in the 7th and 8th 
lines ; upon which question the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. Long and Tracy, and were : yeas 2, nays 10. Among tl4 
nays were Messrs. Duncan, Nicholson, Eppes and Perry. 

The rules were waived, and the bill put upon its passage ; upon 
which the vote was : yeas 15, nays S. Among the yeas, Duncan, 
Nicholson and Perry. Among the nays, Mr. Eppes. It will be no- 
ted Mr. Eppes voted /(??• the bill establiskiuf/ the county of Volusiji, 
and against the motion to strike out, and against the increased ratio 
of 2400. 

We see also an Act was passed Dec. 16th, 185G, and approved 
Dec. 23, 1856, to organize the counties of Lafayette and Taylor, 
Senate journals, 1858, page 189, upon which the vote was : yeas 14, 
of whom Messrs. Duncan, Eubanks, Hawes, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy 
and Welch, present members, voted in the affirmative. Nays 2, of 
whom Mr. Eppes was one. 

We now come down to the precedents of the last session of this 
Legislature and we find on the 27th of December, 1858, a bill was 
passed by the Senate "to divide the county of Duval and organize a 
new county to be called Clay," approved December 31st, 1858. — 
See acts 1858, pages 21-22. Upon reference to the journals of hist 
session, pages 217-218, we find, *' a bill to be entitled" as above 
*' was read a third time and put upon its passage ; the vote was : 

Yeas-*— Mr. President, Messrs. i>akcr, Call, Duncan, Eppes, Eu- 
banks, Ilawes, Keitt, Lamar, McCall, Nicholson and AVelch — 13. — 
Nays — None. 

The 10th section of this bill recognises both a " basis" and a "ra- 
tio" by providing that Clay county shall be entitled to one of the 
two representatives "which iLe county of Duval has at present con- 
stituted. Thus neither incu asing or diminishing the rcpresenlalion, 
and at the same time maintaining both tlie "basis" and the "ratio." Au 
Act to create and organize the couutics of New Tiivev and Suwannee 
passed the Senate of this State, Doe. 2, 1858. — See a* i>, pa^cs *>7-40. 
In the 13th Section of said act it is expressly, '''Provided, That by 
an ctiumeratwii to be taken in each of said counties, ordered by the 
Judge of Probate thereof, it being ascertained that the number of 
inhabitants in each of said counties respectively, shall be equal f<> 
the ra//o of representation now established by law, and eniitle uniil 
the said counties respectively shall have the requHiU' number of in 
habitants, they, or the one that ahall twt have the req^dsilc numher shall 
still remain a j^art of tJte represetHattve dislrirt of C'jlambia covutij!' 
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By referring to tlie Senate Journals of 1858-9, page 70, it will be^ 
seen the vote as to said bill and amendments was thus : 

Yeas — Messrs. Dakcr, IJroward, Call, Duncan, Eubanks, Jones, 
Lamar, McCall, McElv y, McQueen, Nicholson, Walker and Welch 
—14. 

Nays — Mr. Presi<ient and Mr. Dell — 2. 

It will be seen the 13th Sec. of said bill but perpetuates and reit- 
erates the constructiun given by your committee in the first part of 
t^ report as to the constitutionality and legality of the present bill. 
The terms arc the same and have unmistakeably the same intend- 
ment, viz. : ^' enumeration," " equal the ratio of representation, and 
" requisite number of inhabitants" — all tend to sustain the view we 
have taken of this as a legal and constitutional question. 

We have but one more precedent to cite and we have done. 

By reference to Senate Journals of last session, page 168, Dec. 
20th, 1858, it will be seen that Mr. Call gave notice of a "bill to be 
entitled an Act to organize the county of Amelia ;" and on page 197 of 
same journals, thai " Mr. Call presented a petition from a number of 
citizens of Nassau county, asking for a division of said county." 

Your committee must of consequence be satisfied that the learned 
and energetic Senator from the said county must himself have been 
satisfied that said county in the proposed division would in every 
way be in compliance with the intendments and conditions contained 
in the 13th Section of the Act " to organize the counties of Suwan- 
nee and New River," and that said proposed county of Amelia was 
then and at tliat time, prepared to comply in its division with the 
" existing ratio" and " enumeration" as provided for in the Constitu- 
tion and the laws of this State, on the same tenns with the counties 
of Suwanne(.' and Nev/ River. Hence your committee derive from, 

1st. The Constitution of the State; 

2d. From the Act admitting the State into the Union ; 

3d. From subsequent acts of the Legislature ; 

4th. From precedents of previous Legislatures ; 
the following deductions : 

1. New counties may be admitted for other purposes than repre- 
sentation ; 

2. New counties may be created for judicial and other purposes ; 

3. Before they can be constitutionally and legaljy entitled to rep- 
resentation, new counties must, according to a constitutional basis, 
have " a uniform ratio" founded upon an " apportionment" or enu- 
meration, and this "ratio" must be "equal among the difibrent coun- 
ties," and must, as the present apportionment is established by law, 
be at least !M00. Act Dec. 15th, 1855. 

in. In the consideration of the third proposition, your committee 
would call the attention of the Senate to the vast extent of territory 
lying from East to West in the counties of Hillsborough and Mana- 
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ice, that the citizens of that portion of tlic counties which is now 
proposed to be struck off into Perry county reside far to the East 
and a larcjc distance from their respecti\c places of holding Court, 
that the number of inhabitants, as your committee have been in- 
formed, amount to about thirteen hundred, and tliat nnniber ahnost 
daily increasing ; that they are separated from the AVestern })ortion 
of their counties by a district of barren country lying belween tliem, 
which makes it inconvenient for them to attend the ('ourts, iis well 
as an extra expense on the State, and the large petition which has 
been sent up by these people asking that they be jjenuitted to or- 
ganize themselves into a eounty for judicial purposes, they being 
willing to bear the expense of such organization, arc sulficieiit to in- 
duce your committee to believe that it is but just to grant their re- 
quest, and upon the foregoing grounds your committee, thert'.ibre, 
Recommend that said bill as amended do pass. 

All of which is respeetftdly submitted, 

J. M(K()J^>ERT BAKEK, 
Of Judiciary Committee. 
I concur with Mr. Baker in the conclusion as to the constitution- 
al question involved in the foregoing report. 

L. 0. McELVY. 

Mr. Baker moved that in conse<|nencc of the motion to permit 
the Senator from Sumpter as one of the Ju<li('iarv Conuxiittee to pro- 
ceed with the reading of the report of the other niumbersof the Ju- 
diciary Committee, that said report as a protest, may be withdrawn 
by permission of the Senate ; 

AVhich was adopted. 

Mr. Lamar from the Committee of Conference made the follow ino- 

o 

report : 

The joint Committee of Conference who were ap])ointed to take 
into consideration the House amendment to the bill entitle* I *' an 
Act to amend an Act to permit free persons of x\frican descent to 
choose their own masters," in which amendment the Senate refused 
to concur, and to which the llouse adheres, 

REPOKT : 

That they have agrcced upon a substitute for said amendment, 
the passage of which they recommend. 

T. B. LAMAK, 
Chm'n Senate Committee. 

F. C. BAIIREIT, 
Chm'n House Committee. 
Which was read. 

Mr. Call moved that a Committee of three be appointed to iuform 
\he House that the Senate had adopted the following section of slii 
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Act to amend an Act to permit free persons of African descent to^ 
select their own masters and become slaves : 

Sec. 8. Be it fiirtlfcr enacted, That whenever any free person of 
African descent, who shall be snbject to the provisions of this Act, 
shall notify the Judge of the Circuit Court of the county in which 
he or she shall reside, that it is his or her desire to leave the Stat(i 
rather than to be sold into slavety for life, but that said free person 
of African descent is destitue of sufficient means to pay his or her 
necessary expenses, then, in that crvent, it shall be the duty of the 
Judge of said Circuit Court to issue an order directed to the Sheriff 
of the county where said free person of African descent shall re- 
side, connnanding him to hire out said free persons of African de- 
scent to the highest bidder, for not more than two years, and not 
iess than one, the proceeds of which hiring shall be paid into the 
hands of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, to be by him retained un- 
til the expiration of said term of hiring*,^ and then, under the direc- 
tion of the county, to be expended in removing said free person of 
African descent from the State of Florida. 

Which was read, and the amendment reported by the Committee 
adopted. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor, was re- 
ceived and read : 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, December 20th, 1859. f 

Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir: — I respectfully recommend the following nominations for the 
advice and consent of the General Assembly : 

Escambia Counts/ : 

Auctioneers — James N. Morino, D. Quina, A. R. Baker, Geo. W. 
Button, Joseph Mitchell, Wm. Pollock and A. W. Nicholson. 

Santa Mosa : 

Auctioneer — Wm. McKain. 

Levy Covnty : 
Auctioneer — Simon A. Edwards. 

Duval County: 
AiJetioneer — John V. Barbee. 

Monroe County : 
Auctioneers — Chtirles Antonio and Wm. Il.Pfister. 
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Gadsden County i 

Auctioneer — David (ice. 

Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

On motion of Mr. Dell, the nominations were concurred in. 

The following message fi'om his Excellency the Governor, wa>^ 
received and read : 

Executive Ciiamher, ) 
Tallahassee, Dec. 21st, 1859. ) 
IIoK. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — I respectfully recommend the following nominations for 
the advice and consent of the Senate : 

S. M. G. Garey, J no. M. Mcintosh and O. P. Tommey, a Board of 
education for the Seminary at Ocala. 

Verv respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

On motion of Mr. Call the nominations were concurred in. 

^ bill to be entitled an Act making appropriations for the expen- 
ses of the State Government for the fiscal year 1859-60, and for 
other purposes ; 

Was read. 

Mr. Dell moved to strike out $100 opposite Mr. Pitman's name 
and insert $126. 

Mr. Baker moved to amend by adding, the other oflScers of the 
Senate shall also receive the same pro rata pay ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Baker and 
Welch ; 

The vote was : 

Y'eas — Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, McElvy and Welch — 4. 

Nays — MeJssrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Duncftn, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, 
Lamar, McQueen and Nicholson — 10. 

So the amendment was lost* 

Mr. Call moved to stiike out all the first Section of the Act, after 
the enacting clause, down to the words F. A. Branch, and inserjt, 
** that the members ot the General Assembly shall receive three dol- 
lars per diem for their services, and ten cents for each mile of travel 
in going to and returning from home, to be audited by the Comptrol- 
ler, and the Clerks, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Door-keeper and Messenger 
of the two. Houses shall receive five dollars per diem for their servi- 
ces, to be in like manner audited by the Comptroller ; Provided^ 
however, that the per diem of the Secretary of the Senate, and Chief 
Clerk of the House, shall be continued until the 31st day of Decem- 
ber inclusive ;" also, to insert before the words "F.A.Branch,, 
Chaplain," the words "Dr. DuBose, Chaplain, $50;" 
31 
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On which tlio yeas and njiys wore called for by Messrs. Call in3 
Lamar. ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — M(?.sHrs. l):iker, (.'ail, Dawkins, Duncan, Eppes, Ilaweti^ 
Jones, Lamar and .McElvy — 0. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, JJeilj McQiK^en, Nicholson and Welch — 
5. 

So tlie amendrnciit was addpted; 

Mr. J>alc(a' offered the tblluwiiig amendment: 

And that no infimbor of tLis adjourned Session off the General 
Assembly is entitled to or sliall receive any pay from the State 0/ 
Florida; 

On Vvbich the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Call and 
Eppes ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Ixiker, ('all, Duncjin^ Eppes, Hawes and Jones — 6. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Jialdwin, Dawkins, Lamar, McEIvy^ 
McQueen, Nicholson, Watlington and Welch — 1). 

So the amendment wa.^ lost. 

Mr. Dawkins moved to insert the word **nccessary'* between th« 
words "mile" and "travel ;" 

Which motion was adopted. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning, ^ 
o'clock. 



THURSDAY, Decentiber 22,- 1859. 

Senate n:ct pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Eppes, the reading of yesterday's journal "vras 
dispensed with. 

Mr. Baldwin moved to strike out of the journal of yesterday, the 
resolutiono introduced by Mr. Call, leaving on the journal simply the 
announcement that Mr. Call introduced a series of resolutions. 

Mr. Call moved a call of the House ; 

Which motion was seconded by Mr. Lsimar. 

On calling the roll the following membera answered to theirnames t 

Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, Eppes,^ 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Wat- 
lington and Welch. 

The questicr. was then taken on the motion of Mr. Baldwin to 
ktrike out ; 
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On which motion the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs 
Call and Lamar ; 

Upon which tho vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Davvkins, Kcitt, Nicholson, Wat- 
Hngton and Welch — 7. 

Nays — Messrs. Call, Dell, Duncan, Eppcs, Ilawes, Lamar, McEIvy 
and McQueen — 8. 

So the Senate refused to strike out. 

Mr. Eppes moved that the vote had yesterday on tlie General Ap-. 
propriation bill be re-considered, and said bill placed first among tht^ 
orders of the day ; 

Wnich motion was adopted. 

Mr. Eppcs moved that the Act raakino- appropriations for the ex- 
penses of the State Government for the liscal years 1859 and 1860, 
be immediately taken up and considered ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Eppes moved that the amendments made to said bill be stnck- 
en out ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

The bill as engrossed was then on motion read a third time by it» 
title and put upon its pass:\ge ; 

Upon which the vote v/as : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baldwin, Dell, Eppcs, Ilawcs, Jones, Keitt Lamar, 
McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, Watlington and Welch — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins and Duncau — 4. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Dawkins moved that the rules be waived, and that the joint 
resolution with regard to certain persons who have circulated or 
aided in circulating an incendiary publication, be now taken up and 
acted upon ; 

Which w^as adopted ; 

The resolutions read the second time, rules waived, read a third 
time by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, DeJJ, 
Dancan, Eppes, Hawes, Jones Keitt, Lamar, McEIvy, McQueen, 
Nicholson, Watlington and Welch — 16. 

Nay— Mr. Call^l. 

So said resolutions passed — titled as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representi»- 
lires, 

The following message was received from the Hooso of Repres«D«! 
iatires ; 
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IIoi'SE OF Ukphrsentatives, ) 
l)(;cember21st, 1859, ) 
Hon. John Kinlay^on, 

President of the Sen«atc : 
aS^/> ; — The House has this cl?iy passed the following bill : 
A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize Daniel New nan Co^a, a 
minor of Columbia county, to assume the mi^n^gemenk of his owa 
pstate. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House Rep. 
Which was read and the accompanying bill placed among the or- 
d(^rs of the day. 

The following Mo.ssf\ge from the House of Representatives was re 
ceivcd : 

House of Reprksentatives, ) 
December Slst, 1859. ) 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — The House of Representatives have passed the following 
]bills, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act preventing the circulation of Books, 
Newspapers, Pamphlets, &c., tending to incite the slaves to revolt or 
which advocate abolition doctrines, through the United States Mail, 
^nd for other purposes ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to recommend grant alternate sec-' 
tions of Swamp and Overflowed lands to the Perdido Railroad Com- 
pany ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the protection and disposal of 
wrecked and derelict goods in the State of Florida ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend the 8th section of an Act 
to provide for tl^ incorporation of Insurance Companies ; 
A bill to be entitled an Act concerning costs and fees ; and 
A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the establishment of Sk 
Lunatic Asylum for this State. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clei:k House of Representatives. 
Which was received, and the accompanying bills placed among 
^he orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

IIOUBB OF RePBBSBNTATIVES, ) 

December 20th, 1859^ \ 
JIoN. John Ejnlayson, 

(^resident of the Senate : 
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Sir: — Tlic followinjv Scnato billr, find resolutions have this day 
passed the House, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Lake City and Su- 
wannee Railroad Company ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to authorize the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund to clean out the channel of the Ocklawa- 
ha River, in this State, for the purpose of improving the navigation 
of the same, and for other purposes ; 

Senate resolution asking aid to improve the navigation of Holmes 
Creek ; 

Senate resolution urging upon Congress to establish a Fort and 
other necessary fortifications at Apalachicola ; 

House resolution relative to the Common School laws; and 
House bill to be entitled an Act for the benefit of the Heirs of the 
estate of James E. Hendry, deceased. 
Very respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 
Which was read and the accompanying Senate bills ordered to be 
enrolled and the House bill placed among the orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatfves : 

House of Representatives, ) 
Dec. 21st, 1859. J 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House has this day passed the following bill : 
A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to 
enable Executors, Administrators and Guardians to sell the reai es- 
tate of infants, approved January 23d, 1859; and 
Senate resolution for the relief of William Newborne. 
Very respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY. 
Clerk House Rep. 
Which was received, and the accompanying bill placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The following message from his Excellency the Govordor, was re- 
ceived and read : 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, Dec. 21st, 1859. J 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — 1 have approved and signed tlie following bills and resolu- 
tions : 

Resolution for the relief of certain parties holding State Witness 
and Jury scrip ; 
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An Act more fully defining the duties of Tax Assessors and CoK 
l«ctors for tlie City of Pensacola ; 

An Act for the relief of Allen Gibson, of Marion county, and, Solo 
mon P. Halliday, of Alachua county ; 

Resolution to empower the Governor of the State to sell certain 
konds ; 

An Act. to authorize Joseph D. Smith to assume the management 
of his own estate;. 

An Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and New Orleans Steam 
navigation Company ; 

An Act, to provide for the payment of costs by Plaintifis in cer- 
tain; cases, in the Western Judicial Circuit; and 
Resolution to change Mail Route No. 6643. 
Very respectfully, 

M . S. PERRY- 
The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 

HotJSE OP Representatives, ) 
December 20th, 1859. ) 
^OB, John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir:- — The House has this day concurred in the amendment* 
made by the Senate relative to the time for adjourning. 
Very respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 
The following Message wa? received from the House of Repre- 
senitatives : 

House op Representatives, ) 
December 21st, 1869. J 

^ON. •Tohn Finlayson, 

President ai the Senate : 
iSir : — ^The House has this day passed the following resolutiona.:; 
Resolution for the relief of J. C. Crosby, late Sheriff of Escambia 
county; also, 

Joint resolution for the relief of Andrew J. Lanier, of Lafayette. 
<»ant7. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
ClerkHouse of Representatives 

Which was read and the accompanying resolutions placed among 
the orders of the day. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives: 
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House or Reprjesentatives, \ 



HoK. John Finlayson : 

President of the Senate : v 

Sir : — The House of Representatives kas this day passed the titt- 
lowing bill, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of James Selby, a fr^ 
person of colour, in Leon county. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 
Which was received, and the accompaning bill placed among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Nicholson from the Committee on Engrossed bills made the 
following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bill as correctly engrossed ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act making appropriations for the expeo- 
'sas of the State GovommcAtfor tlie fiscal years of 1859 and 1800. 
Respectfully subriiitted, 

A. W. NICHOLSON, 

Actir\g Chairman. 
Which was received and the accompanying bill placed amon«v 
the orders of the day. 

A Select Committee made the following report : 
The Select Committee to whom was referred the resolutions rela- 
ting to the contract of Wells and Randolph, agents, to locate Swamp 
and Overflowed lands, and all matters touching the execution of said 
contract, and the action of the Trustees of the Internal Improvemei^t 
Fund in the premises, ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That in obedience to the resolution above referred to, the Com- 
mittee made out and addressed in writing to Messrs. Well»and Ran- 
dolph, and to H. A. Corley, Clerk, and to the Trustees of the Intef*^ 
nal Improvement Fund, sundry questions or interrogatories which m 
the opinion of the Committee, would elicit all the information in 
reference to the subject embraced, and place the whole matter in 
an intelligible form before the Senate. All the questions propounded 
have been answered, and we submit the questions and answers, above 
referred to, and ask that the same may be made a part of this re- 
|k)rt. L. G. McELVY, Chairman. 

J. W. McQUEEN, 
D. C. DAWKINS, 
W. J. J. DUNCAN, 
J. McROBERT BAKER. 
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Questions jjfopounded to Arthur M. Randolph (Uid the Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund : 

1st. Is there any otlier contract between Wells and Randolph 
and the State of Florida, or the Trustees of the ImpFovcment Fund^ 
than the one made with Thomas Brown, Governor of Florida ? If so 
give a copy of said contract. 

2nd. Was the said sum of $82,473 46 paid on account of said 
contract with said Thomas Brown ; and if not on what account ? 

3rd. Have the said Wells and Randolph classified any of said 
lands, if so, how many and how are they classified, and in whose 
possession or control are the said classified lists of land ? 

4th. What proportion of the said Swamp Lands have been actu 
ally examined on the premises, and the accuracy of the topography 
tested by personal examination on the ground and the errors of pre- 
vious maps corrected ? 

5th. On what proportion of the maps of the said lands has the 
true line of Overflow been noted ? 

6th. Have the maps of the different townships been compiled, and 
if so from what data ; do said maps show the topography as connec 
ted, the line of Overflow, Private Entries, Grants, Reservations, and 
Lauds already owned by the State ; how many of said maps are 
thei'e, and under whose control and possession are said maps ? 

7th. Have the note books or any of them, or the said maps or any 
of them, been returned to the Register of State- Lands ; if so, how 
many, and in what condition ? 

8th. Have the accounts of said Wells and Randolph been audited 
by the Comptroller of Public Accounts, &c. ; and if so, how much 
was found due them ? 

9th. Is it or is it not contended, the said Wells and Randolph are 
entitled under their contract to eight mills per acre for all the 
Swamp Lands in the State of Florida, as well for those which w^ere 
or would have been designated to the State by the United States 
authorities without the intervention of said agents, as for those 
lands "which were selected through the intervention of said agents? 

10th. Is it or is it not not true that the said agents, Wells and 
, Randolph, have refused to the said Trustees, access to the books, 
maps and plats in their possession, except upon condition that they 
should receive one half of the proceeds of said Swamp Lands. 

Questions to be projyounded to the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Ftmd^ and Hugh A. Coble^-, the Clerk of Randolph and- 
Wells : 

11th. How far have Randolph and Wells proceeded in securing 
to the State the lands designated as Swamp and Overflowed Lands? 
How much of said lauds have been confirmed, and how much pat-- 
ented to the State i 
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12tli. What IS tlie reason the selections have not hc^eii male in 
tlie entire State? Are they now proi^ressinj;^, and by whom/ 

13th. How far have said lands been classified ; and ^vhat would 
constitnte a classification of Swamp and Overflowed l^an !:: ' 

14th. What was the basis of the operations of said luiudolplt mid 
Wells as sucli accents ? 

15th. Did Ivandolpli and AVells obtain from the local L;itJij i MK- 
cestlie entries of lands made prior to the 28th Sep., 18ai( ;' 

16th. Did they test the accuracy of the to])Oiriaphy bv cxfniimii 
tion on the ix^'ound, correct all important errors and note \ho. tThi* 
line of Overfiovv i 

I7th. Did they make out and deliver to the State ri.-^l-.!**!" or {^ 
the Governor of the State, note books in the form prescr:*" i in the 
contract ? If the note books difi'ered in form from the on^ pivi.^ i jtHwi, 
state tlic form of the note books so furnished by said a^efiL'^. 

18th. Did they compile maps containing; the infonjiuiion pf^ 
scribed in the contract ? 

19th. Did the agents deliver to tlie State ICeo-ister the said maps 
to be forwarded to Washington as originals from which the final 
copies were to be made ? If not, by whom weie the final coj)ies pro- 
vided and made, and where are the final copies ! 

20th. Under what anthority and from what fund was the first 
payment made to said agents; and what was the amount of said 
payment? Was the amount so advance 1 from said fund afterwards 
replaced from the Swamp Land receipts ? 

21st. Has any discussion ever been had in the Board of Trustees 
Relative to the manner in which payments should be made to the 
agents, and what decision was made, and upon what grounds ? 

22nd. What was the plan pursued by said agents in making se- 
lections in reference to lands appearing upon the maps to be Swamp 
or Overflowed ? And have any lands been designated to the State 
by the United States without the intervention of said agents? 

23rd. Have the lists of selections of lands sold by the United 
States since Sept. 28th, 1850, and for which the reclamation due 
has not yet been paid to the State, been sworn to by the person se- 
lecting ? 

24tJi. What other things have been performed by the said agents 
in carrying out their contract, and outside of it ? 

25th. Under what system have the sales of Swamp Lands been 
carried on since said lands were oflfered for sale ? What inconvenien- 
ence have resulted therefrom ? 

26th. Have the Trustees, Governor, or Register ever demanded, 
asked for, or expressed a wish to have the books, maps, &c., in the 
possession of the agents delivered to the Trustees or placed in the 

32 
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^tate Liiiid OfKce ? lliis any proposition to cT^i so oeen mhda in tlic 
Board, kiid \vhat action Was had thereon? 

Tah-aiiassek, Florida, ( 
December 20th, 1859. ) 

Mv^M-s. L. G. McElvv, J. AV. iMcQiieen, W. J. J. Duhcair, J*. Mcll^. 
Brilterind D. C. iJa\V{^ins, Senktc Committee : 

^rt'iifhmictL': — In reply to tlie interrogatories propounded to Ran- 
^lolph -iiid Wells, 1 answer as follows: 

Tft fhv First Interrogatory, — Tliere is no other contract DetvVeen 
liaiiditlph "and AVells and tfJie State of Florida, or 'the Trustees of the 
liitcniiil Improvement Fund, for selecting Swan'ip Lands, except the 
contract with Governor Brown. 

To the Second Interrogator}/. — Said Amount wAs paid on account 
Of the contract with Governor Brown. 

To the Third Interrogatory. — The Swamp Land selections were 
not classified according to the meaning of the word "classify" at 
the date of the contract. At th'at tinie the Stdtc Lands were divi- 
ded into classes ; that system has sincd been abolished ; it is iitipos- 
sible to classify Swamp and Overflowed Ldnds from their very nature; 

To^ the Fourth Interrogatory. — The lists containing the selections 
died iii the Surveyor General's Office show what ariiount 6f lands 
were selected under affidavit, and what amo»nt from the topography 
as shown upon»the maps; but to ascertain the amounts contained in 
6ach of said lists would require the work of several days, but I esti- 
jhate that not less than three-fourths of all the selections w'ere made 
by affidavit based upon actual examination. 

To the Fifth Interrogatory, — On all the plats showing waters 
which were subject to overflow. 

To the Sixth Interrogatory. — Said maps specify everything re- 
Quired in said contract, and embrace a map of every surveyed town- 
snip in the State, except the latest surveys. They are in the pos- 
siessioh and control of Randolph and Wells. 

7*0 the Seventh Interrogatory, — Lists of selections w^ere returned 
to the Grovernor. Books prepared by Randolph and Wells contain- 
ing all the information CQUcerning the Swamp Lands or other lands 
in the State of Florida, wdiich coqld be had ; and the maps remain 
in the possession of Randolph and Wells, free of access to the Reg- 
ister, Trustees, and the public. 

To the Eighth Interrogatory i — We have never submitted our ac- 
counts to the Comptroller ; we drjtw our pay in conformity with a 
resolution of the Board of Trustees: 

To the Ninth Interrogatory. — The contract shows that the agents 
are entitled to receive eight mills for each acre of Swamp and Over- 
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ftowed LinJs selet'kM> :uu\ retiu'necl by liu'iu, aiul cc)Hfti:Lae<} to lh(\ 
State by the authoritiei^^t Washington. 

To the Tenth Interrnag.pyf/. — U is utterlv untrue. 

AUTIiril M. KAXDOLPII. 
Answers of IlriiG A. Cqrley to., the Interrogatories ;?ro/?o?«w(M/ Ay 
the Senate Committee : 

To the Eleventh Intern^^/qtori/.- — The agents have selected and re 
turned the Swamp and bvevfloNved Lands in all the surveyed por- 
tion of tUe State, except in 30 91- 40 Townships in South Florida, 
^ost of >vhieh have recently been surveyed. In these last named 
Townships a portion of the selections have been made, but not yet 
returned. The r.mount of Swamp Lands selected and returned up 
to Sept. 30, 1858, was 11,790,007 46-100 acres, the number of acres 
approved was 10,701,494 88-100, the number of acres patented was 
:^0 618,^49 35-100 ; since that datv) only a small amount has been 
approved and patented. 

To the Twelfth Interrogatory. — The selections have not been 
made in the entire State, because the irnited States surveys have 
npt booi completed, and partly because in the last surveyed Town- 
ships the pbits were not received until very recently, and partly be- 
cause a few of the Townships in the extreme Southern portion of 
the Peninsula were left until further surveys should be made of the 
adjoining Townships. The selections are now progi-essing by Wil- 
liam S. Harris, under an engagement with agents. 

To the Thirteenth Interrogatory, — Said lands have not been clas- 
sified according the signification of the term a* applied to State 
lands at the da^e of the contract. At that time the State lands were 
divided into three classes with a fixed price for each class. This 
system has b,een superceded by the systeni of specific appraisement.^ 
;N'or have the lists b.eei^ classified as to the value of the lauds. I do, 
not know what would constitute a classification of Swatnp and Overt 
fipwed Lands, but consider that the vi^ry nature of such lands would 
render a classification in^possible — and if possible of no utility. 

To the Fourteenth Interrogatory, — The basis of the operations of 
Kandolpb and Wells were Township maps obtained from the Sur- 
veyer GeneraPs Office, tlie several local Land Offices, and the Gen-i 
eral Land Office. 

To the Fifteenth Inter rog(itory, — They did. 

To the Sixteenth Interrogatory, — I refer to the answer of Dr. Ran-, 
dolph on that subject. 

To the Seventeenth Interrogatory, — They did not make out an(J 
deliver note books in the form prescribed by the contract. They 
made out and delivered to Governor Brown lists of the selectionsi 

stating the . 

Parts^oTSec, I Sec, 1 Town. | Range. | Sur. Area, j Uiisur. Area, j Total Are^. 
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T)jt's{>. lisls \vc'i<' \\o[ LduihI, ixnd were not intondcd tx) siT^ply tbe 
iH)te books provide I for in s:iid coutnict, but contained the informa- 
tion v.'hicli would bo tliercin given. Instead of furnishing such note 
books tlie ailments have proceeded with a view of furnishing said lists, 
and in addiLioii tliereto a set ot' books well bound, numbering up- 
wards of sixty, eontainiug all the information which could be had in 
any of the local Land Ofli(;es and (Jeneral Land Office, entries, grants, 
donations, reservations, cVrc, <fc;c., and all the State Lands of whatev- 
er character, with a space for each legal subdivision of State Lands 
for tlie purpose of stating the entries. These books are headed on 
each page with the number of the Township and Range, and is then 
ruled as follows: 



I U. S. Title. I I I State Title. I 

p. of S. Is I A ITo whom con. | When con.|r.|To whom con.|Wheii con, 



No. of 
Slate T. 



Similar tract books have also been prepared to embrace the lands, 
in the Arredondo Grant and Forbes Purchase. 

To the Eighteenth Interrogatory, — Tliey did. 

To the Nineteenth Interrogatory. — The agents did not deliver said 
maps to the Register to be forwarded to Washington, but had the 
final copies made, which are now in their possession. 

To the Twentieth Interrogatory. — The first payment was$lG,000, 
from the Internal Improvement Fund, as authorized by resolution of 
the General Assembly. 

To the Twenty-first Interrogatory. — I refer to the answer of the 
Trustees. • 

To the Twenty ^second Interrogatory, — The plan pursued by the 
.agents in the greater portion of East Florida, and a part of Middle 
and West Florida, Avas to procure the maps to be compiled, and to 
select under instructions furnislied them by the Federal Authorities 
such land : as were shown by the plats and field notes to be of the 
^character contemplated by the Swamp Land Grant, to make a list 
.of said selections and return them to the Surveyor General as the 
>' Topographical List." Then they proceeded to examine the lands 
and make out a list of such as were of the character contemplated 
by said Act, and which did not so appear upon the maps and field 
notes, which last list they returned to the Surveyor General under 
affidavit. These last named were called '' Affidavit Lists." The To- 
pographical and Affidavit Lists were then combined in a full list, 
called the " Combined List," which was also filed in the Surveyor 
General's Office. In South Florida (or the greater part) a part of 
East Florida, the greater part of Middle Florida, and a part of West 
Florida, the Topographical Lists were dispensed with and the selec- 
tions were made under affidavit. But a very small quantity of land 
has been designated to the State as Swamp without the interven-tioa 
of said agents, not more than three or four thousand acres ; bui I 
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suppose that between one-fifth and one-fourth of the amount paten- 
ted was not selected under affidavit ; this I estimate from the plats 
and from memory without making a calculation. 

To the Twenty-third Interrogatory . — They have been sworn to by 
the person vselecting* with perhaps the exception of one or two tracts. 

To the Twenty-fourth Interrogatory. — They have select e<l and re* 
turned about twelve millions of acres oi land; they have prepared 
the books, lists and plats heretofore mentioned; they have obtained 
all the United States entries made, until about three years ago, and 
a brief description of all the Spanish Grants in East Florida ; have 
posted said entries upon said books and plats until the confusion 
which arose under tbe graduation law; have posted likewise nearly 
all the patento^l Swamp Lands from- the original patents; and have 
generally been engaged in perfecting said books and plats with the 
view of rcn<lering them a full and reliable source for all information 
in reference to lands iu the State of whatever character, and to fa- 
cilitate and simplify the system of sales under the State, AVhatever 
services may have been rendered in having the claim of the State 
for Swamp Lands adjusted in AVasliiiigton outside of the office labor 
and field work I cannot say. 

To the Twenty-Jifth Inferrogntory. — An applicant for Swamp 
Lands is referred to the Swamp Land Office where he receives a 
memorandum or certificate showing the character of the land, wheth- 
er vacant or entered, whether or not Avithin six miles of a Railroad; 
and the area upon which the salesman of the Board acts according 
to the certificate so furnished. I do not think any iiiconveniences 
have result (id therefrom. 

To the Twenty-sixth Interrogatory. — I refer to the answer of the 
Trustees, I know of no such demand, or that such a wish was ever 
oxpressod or entertainiMl on the part of the Board. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 

Tallahassee, Dec. 20th, 1859. 
Messrs. L. G. McElvy, J, \V. McQueen, W. J. J, Duncan, J. McR. 
Baker and D. C. Dawkins, Senate Committee : 

Gentlemen : — The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund in 
nnswer to the ten questions addressed by you to ourselves and A. M. 
Randolph, beg leave respectfully to state that havir.7: read the an- 
swer of Dr. A. M. Randolph to said questions, we iiibnut the same 
relative to the matters enquired of: ;ind having read the answer of 
Mr. Corley to the other sixteen questions addressed by you to him 
an<l ourselves, we beg leave to submit them likewise. 

2^Iovement was made in the Board of Trn=t( -^s for aps'llcilion to 
the Contractors for the lists, and maps, and plats, but no :iruou was 
had by said Board. 

There has been discussions in the Board of Trustees r-^btive to 
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the payment of money to Randolph and Well's, which resulted in 
the adoption of a resolution paying them one-half of the receipts from 
the sales of the Swamp Lands monthly, which resplution is still ex- 
isting and in operation. 

As to whether Randolph and Wells are entitled to be paid for all 
the Swamp and Overflowed Lands conveyed by the General Govern- 
ment to this State, whether the State shall receive them from, thje 
topography of the United States survey or from the aflSdavits of 
Randolph and Wells, there is no settled opinion in this Board; 
Respectfully submitted, 

U, S. PERRY, ) 

T. W. BREVARD, Comp., 1 ^^ . m r t t? a 

D. S. WALKER, Reg., ^ Board T. In. Im. Fund. 

C. 11. AUSTIN, Treas., J 

Mr. Nicholson from the Committee on Engrossed bills made th& 
following report : 

The Committee on lilngrosscd bills ask leave to report the follow- 
ing bills as correctly Engrossed ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act reg- 
ulating Constables sales in the counties of Jackson, Washington, 
Holmes, Santa Rosa, Walton, Gadsden and Liberty, approved Janur 
ary 15th, 18p9; 

A bill tp be entitled an Act to prevent insubordination among 
slaves ; 

A bill tp be entitled a^ Act to am^cnd the 84th chapter of th^ 
Acts of 1846, so far as relates to the town of Jasper in the county 
of Hamilton. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. W. NICHOLSON, 
Acting Chairman. 

Mr. Nicholson from the Committee on Enrolled bills made the fol- 
lowing report : 

The Committee on Enrolled bills beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bills and resolution as properly Enrolled, to-wit : 

A bill to be entitled an Act amending the pil(^ laws for the Bay 
and Harbor of the city of Pensacola ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act relative to the oflSce of Circuit Cojirt 
Clerk in the county of Washington ; 

Resolution for the relief of J. C. Crosby ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act amending the charter of the. city of 
Pensacola, <&rc. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A."W. NICHOLSON. 
Acting Chairman. 
Mr. Hawos from the select Committe made the following report : 
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The Select Committee to whom was referred a bill entitled an 
Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to divide the county of Duval 
and organize ft new county, to be called Clay county, approved De- 
cember 31st, 1858, have had the same under consideration and beg 
leave to submit the following 

REPORT : 

That they find upon examination thiit the chan&^es contemplated 
in this bill are cheifly to dissever a portion of the county of Putnam 
■and annex it to the county of Clay ; 

That although your Committee are quite willir^ to treat with 
every consideration, and refepect the request of the petitioners at 
whose ]^rayer this bill was introduced, yot in their opinion there is an 
inseperable Constitutional objection to the measure ; the effect of the 
bill would be to leave the county of Putnam below the ratio of Rep- 
resentation, which is imperatively forbidden by the Constitution. 

C. E. HA WES. 
J. W. McQUEEN. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

On motion a bill to be entitled an Act declaratory of the sense of 
the General Assenibly, as to the griant of lands to aid in the con- 
struction of the different Rail-roads in this State; 

Was taken up and read the third time, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen and Welcli 
-13. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passied — -title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to bo entitled an Act to alter and define the line be- 
tween Gadsden and Liberty counties ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Datvkins, Dell, Duncan, 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, 
Watlington and Welch — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act to incorporate th(^ 
t6wn t)f Quincy, iapprovcd January 13th, 185-*, 
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Was read the third time Jind put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan,* 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Kcitt, Lamary McEivy, McQueen, Nicholson^ 
Watlmgton and Welch — 10. 

Nay^' -IS one. 

So said hill ])as,scd — title as slr.tcd. 

Ordi rod that the same be corniced to tlie House of liepresenta- 
tives. 

House ])i!l to be oi-lilkd an .A'^'t for the relief of Johu M. Iliil ; 

Was read tl ■ third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, lialdwin, Call, Dawkins, Eppes, Ilawes, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McEh y and Welch — 11. 

Nays — None. 

So said h''i passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the hame be certified to the llouse of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to a Ferry in Washington 
county ; 

Was read a third time and put upon its ])assai]^e ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, ]>aldwin, (I'dl, Pawkins, i>ell, Duncan, 
Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Iveitt, Lamar, .Mcp]lvy, McQueen, Nicholson, 
Watlington and Welch — IG. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as state J. , 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

* Mr. Lamar moved that a Committee be appointed to convey a bill 
to be entitled an Act declaratory of the sense of this General Assem- 
bly, as to the grant of lands to aid in the construction of the diflfer- 
Rail roads in this State, to the House, and notify them of its passage 
by the Senate ; 

Which motion was adopted. I 

Mr. Dell moved that the Enrolling Clerk be authorized to employ I 

such assistance as may be necessary to keep the Enrolling Clerk up 
with the business of the Senate ; 

Which motion w^as adopted. i 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of Susan Pearce, j 

Administratrix and James T. Lester Administrator of William Pearce I 

deceased ; j 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read the second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; . 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt/ 
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Nays — None. 

So 8aid bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of KcpresenU:- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the purchase of arms for this State ; 

Rules being waived was read a second and third times by its title, 
and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, JJawkins, Eppes, Ilawcs, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Dell, Duncan and McElvy — 3. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Rtprcscnla- 
lives. 

House bill to be cntilted an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act 
to amend an Act to establish the advalorem system of Taxation, ap- 
proved January 15th, 185d ; 

Was read a third time and put u}>on its passngo ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. Pesident. Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, and AVelch — 13. 

Nay — Mr. Dawkins — 1. 

So said bill passed-^title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representatives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to amend an Act entitled an Act to 
secure certain rights to married women ; 

Was read a second and third times by its title, and put upon its 
passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Call, Dawkins, Duncan, 
Jones and McElvy — 7. 

Nays-^Messrs* Dell, Eppes, Hawes, Keitt, Lamar and McQueen 
—6. 

So said bill parsed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the sanie be certified to the House of Kepresesenta- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to make the Road laws of Duval 
county, now in force, applicable to Manatee; 

Was read a second and third times by its title, and put upon its 
passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call Dawkins, Dun-- 
can, Eppes, Hawes, Jonog, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nichol- 
%on and Welch — 15. 
33 
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Nays — Xop.e. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the sariie bo ecrtified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to correct an error in an Act approv- 
ed January 15tli, 1859, entitled an Act for the relief of Josiah Gatcsj 
and other persons therein named, citizens of Manatee county ; 

Was read a second and third times by its title, and put upon its 
passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Duncan, 
Eppes, ITawcs, Jones, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Xicholson, Watling- 
ton and Wclch-14. 

Nr^ys — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend the Militia laws of this 
State ; 

Rules being waived, was read the first, second and third times 
by its title, and put upon its passage. 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baldwin, Call^ Dawkins, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, 
Lamar, McElvy, Nicholson and Welch — 10. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Dell, Duncan and McQueen 
—5. 

So said bill passed — title as stfCted. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Acl for the relief and benefit of C. 
E. Cooper ; 

Was read a second time and indefinitely postponed. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of James Selby, a 
free person of color in Leon county ; 

Was read the first time, rules waved, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon ita passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Call, Duncan, Hawes and McElvy 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Dell, Eppes, Jones, Keitt, 
Lamar, McQueen, Nicholson Watlington and Welch — 12. 

So the bill was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor, was re- 
ceived and read : 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



250 



E\E(;iTIVE ClIAMRKR, 



Tallahassee, Dec. 22, 1859. ) 
IfoN. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — I have approved and signed the following bill : 
An Act to incorporate the Lake City and Suwannee Railroad 
Company. 

Very respectfully, 

M.S.PERRY. 
The following letter was received fVom the Secretary of State : 
Office Sec'y B. T. In. Imp. Fund, ) 
Tallahassee, Dec. 21st, 1859. J 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — I herewith transmit to you the resolution adopted by tho 
Board of Trustees, at their meeting of the 20th inst., in reply to res- 
olutions oflfercd by the lion. Geo. W. Call, and transmitted by order 
of the Senate to the Trustees, 
I have the honor to be Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

F, L. VILLEPIGUE, 

Sec'y B. T. In, Imp. Fund. 
House bill to he entitled an Act for filling offices in the county of 
Brevard ; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 
Upon which the vote w^as : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Eppes, Ilawes, Jones, 
Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen and Welch — 11, 
Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to the boundary line of 
this State, as now being run ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 
Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — I^Ir. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Dun- 
can, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson, 
Watlington and Welch — 15. 
Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act in relation to sheriffs ; 
W^ read a third time and put upon its passage ; 
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I/|)on ^vlli^•li tiu' v»>to was : 

\va<> — Mr. rre?«i<lcnt, Mossi-s. Bal(i\vin, Call, Eppes, llawcs, Jones, 
Kcitt an<l McQueen — 8. 

Xays — Messrs. Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, McElvy, Nicholson and 
Welch— 0. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor, was rq- 
ceived and read : 

Executive Chamber, \ 
Dec, 22, 1859. f 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — I have approved and signed, 

An Act to incorporate the Apalachicola and Columbus Steamboat 
Company ; also, 

A bilfto be entitled an Act in relation to the bounday line now 
being run between this State and Georgia. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

Mr. Call offered the following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the Treasurer be and he is hereby authorized to 
pay to J. E. Bowden or such person as he may employ, the sum ©f 
fifty dollars for writing up the journals of the Senate ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second and third 
times by its title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Eppes, 
Hawes, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McElvy, Nicholson, Watlington and 
Welch— 13. 

Nay — Mr. Duncan — 1. 

So said resolution passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

A committee from the House appeared and informed the Seriate 
that the House had passed the joint resolution relative to the boun- 
dary line between the States of Georgia and Florida. 

A committee from the House appealed and informed the Senate 
that they had been appointed a committee to return the bill for the 
relief of Benjamin Hopkins. 

A committee from the House appeared and requested the return 
of a bill to be entiiled an Act for the relief of John Addison and 
others. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 
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House of Reprkse.^tatives, ) 
December 22d, 1859. \ 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — The House has this day passed the following resolution : 
Senate resolution authorizing the Treasurer to pay fifty dollars for 
writing up the journals of the Senate. 

Yery respectfuUy, 

M. F. PAPY. 
Clerk House Rep. 
Mr. Keitt moved that a committee of three be appointed to wait 
upon his Excellency and inform him that the hour of adjournment 
was near at hand, and ask him if he had anything to communicate 
to either House of the General Assembly ; 
Which motion was adopted. 

The President appointed Messrs. Keitt, Dell and Hawes on said 
committee. 

A committee from the House appeared and informed the Senate 
that they had been appointed to act with a similar committee on the 
part of the Senate, to wait upon his Excellency the Governor and 
inform him that the hour of adjournment was near at hand, and to 
ask him if he had anything to communicate to either House of the 
General Assembly. 

A committee from the House appeared and informed the Senate 
that they had been appointed to return as passed, Senate bill to be 
entitled an titled an Act to alter and define the line between Gads- 
den and Liberty counties. 

The following message was received from the House of Representa- 
tives : 

House of Representatives, ) 
December, 22d, 1859. f 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 
Sir : — The House has this day passed the following Senate bill : 
A bill to be entitled an Act to repeal in part the 24th Section of 
the Act entitled an Act to provide for and encourage a liberal sys- 
tem of Internal Improvements in this State, approved January 6th, 
1855. 

Very respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House Representatives. 
Which was read, and the accomanying bill ordered to be en- 
rolled. 

The following message was received from the House of Represen- 
tatives : 
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House of Representatives, ) 
Dec, 22d, 1850. f 

lion. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House has this day concurred in the amendments of-, 
fered by the Senate in a bill to amend an Act to incorporate the 
town of Quincy, approved January 12th, 1859. 
Very Respectfully, 

M. F. PAPY, 
Clerk House Representatives, 

Resolution of enquiry as to the appointment of Henry Wells ; 

Mr. Call offered the following as a substitute : 

AVhereas, it has been made satisfactorily to appear to this Senate, 
that the different Railroads in this State had previous to the 7tb 
day of September last, made sufficient arrangements for the selec- 
tion of the lands to which they were entitled under the Act of Con- 
gress, approved ^hiy 17, 1856, which agreements had met with the 
approval of the then Governor of the State of Florida, as well as of 
the authorities at Washington City ; therefore. 

Resolved^ That the Governor be and he is hereby requested to re- 
voke the appointment made on the 7th day of last September, of 
Henry Wells as ngcnt to select lands for the different Railroads un- 
der said Act of Congress, except so far as tho said Henry Wells may 
have been recommeudcd by the said Railroads, or any of them for 
that purpose. 

Mr. Call moved a call of the House; 

The roll being called the following Senators answered to their 
names : 

iVJessrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, 
Hawcs, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, McQueen and Welch. 

The question being taken on the adoption of the substitute ; 

The yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Call and Baker ; 

Upon Avhich the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Call, Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Hawes, Jones, Keitt, 
Lamar and McQueen — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins and Welch — 4. 

So the substitute was adopted. 



(copy.) 

General Land Office. ) 
May 20th, 1857 (1856.) f 
Sir : — I have the honor to herewith enclose the copy of " an Act 
granting Public lands in alternate sections, to the States of Florida 
and Alabama to aid in the construction of certain Rail-roads in said 
States, approved May l7th, 185(3." 
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On tlie l7th inst., Telegraphic despatches were sent from tliis 
OfRce, at the request of Senator Yulee of Florida, to the several Land 
OflSces in Florida and Alabama, withdrawinnr all the lands from sale 
and location, within the probably limits oftii'teen miles on each side 
of the several Rail-roafis named in the Act, except the part of the 
Road terminating at Tampa, and on the same day instructiorjs were 
transmitted by mail, to the Land Offices at St. Augustine and Xcw- 
nansville, giving a list of the Townships to be withheld for the said 
Railroads from Fernandina to Cedar Keys, according to the route 
furnished by Mr. Yulee. 

The first thing to be done if not already alTectcd, is to locate the 
several Roads and transmit duly certified under the seal of the 
State, seperate connected ^laps thereof, to this and the proper lo- 
cal Land Offices, each showing the actual location of the Road and 
its connection with the lines of the Public Surveys, on a convenient 
scale, say one inch to the mile, and it will be sufficcnt if only one 
section on each side of the Road be shown. 

On the receipt of the Maps of final location at this Office, the 
routes will be laid down on the Township plats, as also the six and 
fifteen miles lateral limits, and lists prepared without delay of the va- 
cant and sold lands within six miles, also snch lands as are found not 
to fall within fifteen miles, the prescribed limits of selection can at 
once be relieved from suspension and returned to market. 

As the title of the State will vest in the alternate sections within 
six miles of the Roads, from the date of filinir the ^faps at the local 
Land Offices, and also the " right of way '' uud'^r the general law of 
the 4th August, 1852, from the date of filing the same in this Office, 
the importance of early compliance with these requisitions, as well 
as the accuracy in showing the tracts actiudhj cut by the routes will 
be seen. 

A similar communication to the above has this day been made to 
the Governor of Alabama, relative to the grant falling in that State. 
I am very respectfully 

Yourobd't ser'vt. 

THOMAS A. HENDRICKS, 

Commisvsioner. 

His Excellency Jas. E. Broome, 

Governor of Florida. 



(copy.) 

General Land Office. [ 
August 13th, 185G. \ 
Sir : — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 2nd inst., and of the certified Maps of the adopted 
route of the Florida portion of the Pensacola k Montgomery Rail 
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Road therewith transmitted, which I have to inform you has beer/ 
placed on file in this office for further action wlienever the duly au^ 
thorized Agent of the State shall present himself to co-operate with 
this Office in the adjustment of the Grant, as suggested in the com- 
munication of the Commissioner to you of th» 2uth of May last. In 
the meantime the lino v/ill be laid down upon the Official plats of 
this Office as herclcfore promised. 

In reply to your request, to annex a copy of the Act with expla- 
nations of the duties which attach to the Governor of the State ac- 
cording to one construction of the law^, I beg leave to refer to the 
printed copy of the Act licretefore sent, there being no extra copies 
in this Office, and to make the following suggestions : After the 
State Legislatures shall have accepted the Grant, a copy of the law, 
together with any other Acts of the State, for incorporating or con- 
stituting the Rail Road Companies to which the Grant may be turn* 
cd over, on which subject, it is understood at this Office, that the 
State has Legislated prospectively in referrence to lands which 
might be granted to the State by the United States. The particu- 
lar routes now described in the Act of Congress should be immedi- 
ately transmitted to this Office, certified under the Seal of the State. 

Of course it will depend on the condition of the transfer from the 
State to the Companies as to what duties, if any further than trans- 
mitting certified copies of the laws, may devolve on the Execu- 
tive, and until such Legislation is had those duties cannot be defined. 
But it will be observed that the law of Congress, which is our only 
present guide, makes the Grant direct to the State of Florida, placing 
it however at the disposal of the State Legislature, and authorizing 
the selections to be made by any "Agent or Agents to be appointed 
by the Governor" under it, therefore, any action of the Companies 
had now can only be recognised through the Governor ; hence, the 
necessity of attaching the Seal of State to the Maps of the Roads, to 
give them a binding eff'ect under the law, which is important, as they 
constitute the basis of adjustment. 

The appointment of an Agent for the adjustment of such Grants, 
has usually been left to the Companies, it is therefore respectfully 
suggested that such appointments be made in the present case by 
the Companies, and be approved and transmitted to this Office by 
the Governor, which would be in accordance with the word of the 
Act of Congress above quoted. 

It will afford me great pleasure to answer any inquiries, if in pow 
er, and to make sucli further suggestions as may be considered neces- 
sary, with the appointment of the proper Agent or Agents. In the 
meantime I respectfully request that the Maps of location of the sev- 
eral Roads may be forwarded to this office with as little delay as 
practicable, in order that the lands not needed for the Grants may be 
relieved from suspension, and s-uch additional withdrawal of lands as^ 
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found necessary, may be made for the Tampa l>ay main stom, foi' 
wliicli no lands lias been withdrawn Tor the want of the sk.etch of 
the route 

I anl very respectfully, 

Your obd't scrv't, 
J AS. S. WILSON, 
Act. Commissioner. 
Ui8 Excellency Jas. E. 3]roome^ 

Governor of Florida. 



General Land Ofi-ice. } 
August 10th, 1857. [ 

Sir: — I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
bf the 25th ult., concerning your Commission from the Governor of 
Florida, as the Agent fdr said State, for the selection of the lands 
which will enure for tile benefit of the Pensacola tt Georgia Itail 
Road Company under the Act of Congress, approved May 17th, 
1856, which has been placed on file in this Office, and for your in- 
formation, I enclose herewith copies of the correspondence of this 
Office with the Governor on the Grant for Rail R6ads. 

Ilespectfullv vour obd't serv't, 

TilOS. A. IIENDIUCKS, 

Commissioner. 
Walter Gwynn, Esq. 

Tallahassee, Fla. 



(Copy of CoMMiSsiON) 

QpFidE OP Pen. & Geo. R. R. Co. ) 
TALLAiiASSEEj Junc L5th, 1857. f 
Walter Gwynn, EetjR., 

Dear Sir : — Ymi are hereby appointed the Agent of the Pensa- 
cola & Georgia Rail Rdad Conipany, to select and locate the lands 
of the Federal and State Governments, to which this Company are, 
or may be entitled, under the Act of Congress of 17th May, 1856, 
and the Act of the Legislature of the State of Florida, approved Jan- 
hary 6th, 1855. 

Respectfully ydur 6bd't serv't, 

E. C. CABELL, Prest. 



ExEctTiVE Chamber. } 
Tallahassee, July 25th, 1857. \ 

The within appointment of Walter GyWnn having been submit- 

34 
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\iii\ to ine, is a"j)pruve<l iukI aJoptcd tor aiul in r>eliiilf of tlie State of 
^^lorida. 

[Signcd.J , JAMES E. BROOME, 

.^"^^ ^ (Jovernor of Florida. 

I L. H. I I5y tVie Governor — attest : 
^--r — ' [vSigned.] F. L. Villefioie, 

Sceratry of State. 



(ifiKkRAL Land Ofeice. ) 
March lltli, 1858. j 
Sir: — 1 have to request that you will advise this Office as to 
which claims of the sections lying between six and fifteen mile limits 
of tlie Pensacola S: Georgia Kail Road reserve, the State will select 
lis indemnity for the lands of the odd mimbered sections within the 
six mile limits, th4t shall be found to hav6 been disposed of, as spec- 
ified by the Grant. 

As it seems highly probably that the ind'eiAnity required to satis- 
fy this grant will absorb all the vacant land in the alternate sections 
outside of the six, and within the fifteen mile reserves, it will only 
be necessary for ypu to specify either the odd or the even numbered 
sections, as the ones from which this Office can proceed to make up 
Ihe indemnity aforesaid. 

Yery respectfully, 

Yourobd't serv*t, 
[Signed.] THOS. A. IIEOT)RICKS, 

Commissioner. 
Walter Gwynn, State Agent. 



A committee from tho House appear(jd and informed the Senate 
that they had be<?n appointed to return the bill entitled an Act to 
amend the charter of the city of Pensacola, as having passed the House: 

On motion of Mr. Finlayson, the use of the Senate Chamber was 
granted to the TJ. S; Circuit Court. 

Mr. Eppes moved that as the Legislature is about to adjourn, and 
the committee on Enrolled bills have no time to examine and report 
upon all bills as correctly enrolled, that the President be authorized 
to sign the same without such report of the Enrolling Committee ) 

Which was adopted. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor was re- 
ceived and read : 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, Dec. 22, 1859. J 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Si)' : — I hard approved and signed the following bills and resolu- 
tions : 
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Aii Act con rem in or SlicritT^ and ('orun^'r.^ ; 

An Act to authorize (Jeo. W. ^Martin, to cstahlisli a frrrv across, 
tlie Suwannee Kiver at Fayettovilie ; 

Itcsolution urging upon (Jongress to establish, a Fort ami oilier 
necessary fortifications ; 

Resolution authorizing the Treasurer to pay fifty dolh.r^s for writinjr 
up the journals of the Senate ; 

An Act tp authorize David Ncwnan Cone, a minor of Cojuii^bia^ 
county, to assuuie; the n^anagcinent of his own estate ; 
• Resolution foo* the relief of William Nevvborne, a soldier of the 
war of 1812-14; 

Joint resolution allowing the claims of Captain Thomas llughey ;. 

An Act to authorize the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund to drSjin out tjie channel of the Ocklawaha River in this State 
for the purpose of improving the navigation of the same and other, 
purposes; and 

An Act in relation to Courts pf Probate in this State. 
Very respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

^h\ Call moyed that the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund be informed that the resolutions to which they have replied by 
a communication of this date, -were not offered by the Hon. G. W. 
Call, but by the Senator from, Duval, the Hon. A. S. Baldwin, and 
that the same were merely amended qu the motion of the Hon. G. 
W. Call, by the adoption of the last of said resolutions ; 

Which motion was adopted. 

House resolution in relation to the U. S. Marine Hospital at St. 
Marks ; 

Was read the first time, rules waived, read a second and tliird 
time by its title and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas— r>Iessrs. BaJdwin,, Call, D^wkius, Dell, Dxmcan, Eppes, 
Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McQueen and Watlington — 11. 

Nays — None. 

S.o said resolution passed — ititle a^ statedi. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House, of Representa^ 
tives. 

A bill to be entitled an Act for the relief of John .Addison and 
others; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Hawes, Lamar and 
McElvy— Y. 

Nays — Messrs. Dell, Duncan, Eppes, Jones, Keitt and McQueen 
—6. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 
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OnliMvd that thi* s;iiu • b^ ccrtitjed to t\u* House of Representfi-: 

A Coininittce froiii tlie IIqusg appoj^red and informed tlie Senate 
that the House lia I rcconsidei* their vqte on adjourning at 1 P, 
M., and had clianged the Ijour of adjournn\ent to 11 P. M., and 
asked tlie eoncurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Call moved that the joint resolution to adjourn an this day 
at 1 P. M., be recinded \ and that in lieu thereof t^e Senate de- 
termine to adjourn at HP, M., by the consent of tl^e IJouse, but 
that the Senate will not transact any business after 1 P. M., except 
to receive and pass upon the reports of the J^nrolling and Engros- 
sing Committees, except by the nnanin^ous consent of tl^e Senate; 

Which motion was adopted ; and 

Messrs. Call, Dell and Nicholson, ?^ppointed a Con>mittee to ii^- 
form the House of the san^e. 

A committee from the House appeared and returned, as having 
passed the House, a bill to be entitled an Act declaratory of the 
sense of this General Assen^bly as to t^e grant of lands to aid in the 
construction of the diiFerent Railroads in tliis State. 

A committee from the Ho use. appeared and informed the Senate 
that the House had concurred in the resolution of the Senate to 
phange the hour of adjournment from 1 P. M. to 11 P. M. 

A bill to be entitled an Act to grant alternate sections of swamp 
;and overflowed lands to the Perdido Railroad Con^pany ; 

Rules being waived, was read the first, second and third times by 
its title and put upon its passage ; 

The vate y\a.& : 

Yeas — Mr. President^ Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Duncan, Eppes, 
Jones, Lamar, McElvy, McQueen, Nicholson and Welch — 11. y 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stftte(J. 

Ordered that the same be certified tos the Hoase of Representa-. 
tives. 

Mr. McElvy moved that a comnaittee of three be appointed to 
wait on his Excellency the Governor and inforn^ hira^ that the hour 
pf adjournment had been changed to 11 P.. M. ; 

Which motion was adopted, and 

Messrs. McElvy, Dawkins and Nicholson, appointed said commit-^ 
tee. 

Resolutions for the relief of Donald Cameron ; 

Rules being waived, were read the first, second and third times by 
its title and put upon its passage ; 

The vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin,. Call, Dell, Ha,wes> Jones,. 
Keitt, Lamar, MeQueen, Nicholson and VVelchr--l^ 

]N[ays — None. 
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H<> Uie resolutions passed — title as stated. 

Ordered tliat tlie same be eertified to the House of Kepreseiita-^ 
lives. 

Mr. Call moved tliat a committee of three be appointed to wait 
upon his Excellency the Governor and ask the return of the bill to 
be entitled an Act to amend the Militia laws of this State ; 

Which motion was adopted, and 

Messrs. McQueen, Watlington and Nicholson, appointed said Com- 
mittee. 

The Committee appointed to wait upon his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor and request the return of the bill to be entitled an Act to 
amend the Militia laws of this State, returned and informed the 
Senate that they had performed that duty and were discharged. 

On motion, the Senate took a recess until half-pa.st 3 o'clock. 



HALF-PAST THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate resumed its session, 

A quorum not present. 

The Sargeant-at Anus was sent for absentees. 

A quorum appearing, the orders of the day were resumed. 

On motion of Mr, Call, House bill to be entitled an Act for the 
protection and disposal of wrecked and derelict goods in the State 
of Florida, was taken up ; 

Rules being waived, the bill was read the first, second and third 
times by its title and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Messrs. Baker, Dawkins, Ilawes, Jones, Lamar and Nich- 
olson — 6. 

j^ays — Mr, President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Duncan and Wat- 
lington — 5, 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act to amend the 8th section of an 
Act entitled an Act to provide for the incorporation of Insurance 
Companies; 

Rules being waived, was read the second md third times by its ti- 
tle and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which tlie vote was : 

Yeas — Ml. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
JJuncan, Hawes, Jones, Lamar, Nicholson and Walker — 11. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Ordered tbat the same be certified to the House of Represorri.i- 
ti.ves. 

On motion of Mr. Watlington, the vote taken on the motion to. 
postpone indefinitely the bill to be entitled an Act for the relief and 
benefit of C. E. Cooper was re-considered, rules w.aived, and the bill 
read the second and third times by its title and ppt upon its pas- 
sage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Hawes^ 
Jones, Lamar, Nicholson, Watlington and Welcl^L — 10. 

On motion of Mr. Balijwin, the House bill to bp an Act to amend 
an Act entitled an Act to divide the county of Duval and organize 
a new county to I;>e ci^lled Clay county, approved Deceipber 31st,. 
1855, was taken up; 

Rules waived, was read the second and third times by its title, 
and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Daw:kins, Duncan, 
Jones, Nicholson, "Watlington and Welch — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Call and Hawes — 2. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representa- 
tives. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the Gqv- 
ernor, which was read : 

Executive Chamber, ) 
Tallahassee, Dec. 22d, 1859. [ 

Hon. John Finlayson, 

President of the Senate : 

Sir : — I have approved and signed Senate bills entitled an Act- 
making appropriations for the expenses of the State Government for 
the fiscal years of 1859 and 1860 ; 

An Act relative to the office of Circuit Court Clerk in the countv 
of Washington ; 

An Act amending the Pilot Laws for the Bay and Harbor of the 
city of Pensacola or the State of Florida ; 

A bill to be entitled an Act to alter and define the line between 
Gadsden and Liberty counties ; and 

Resolution for the relief of J. C. Crosby, late Sheriff of Escambia 
county. 

Very Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor was re-, 
ceived and read : 
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Executive Chamuer, 



Tallahassee, Dec. 22d, 1959. ] 

lrt.oN. John Fij?layson, 

President of tlic Seriate : 

Sir : — I have approved and signed the following bill, viz : 

An Act to repeal in part the 24th Section of the Act entitled an 
Act to provide for and encourage a liberal system of Internal Im- 
pvovements in this State, approved January 6th, 1355 ; also, 

Joint resolution for the relief of Andrew J. Lanier, of Lafayette 
county. Very Respectfully, M. S. PERRY. 

On motion of Mr. Dimcan, a "bill to be entitled an Act for the re- 
lief of William Day and L. B. McTyer was taken up; 

Was read the third time and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, Duncan, 

flawes, Jones, Lanlar, Nicholson, Watlitigton and \Velc!i— 11. 

Nays — None. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. , 

"Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representatives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act concerning costs and fees; 

Rules being waived, was read the second and third times by its 
title, and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Duncan, Hawes, Jones, Lamar, Watlington arid Welch — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. McElvy ^nd Nicholson— 2. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representatives. 

House bill to be entitled an Act for the benefit of the heirs of 
James E. Hendry, deceased ; 

Rules waived, was read the second and third times by its title, 
and put upon its passage ; 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Baldwin, Dawkins, Duncan, Jones, 
McElvy, Wktlingtoli and Welch — 8. 

j^ays — Messrs. Call, Hawes and Nicholson — 3. 

So said bill p^sed—title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representatives. 

House bill to be entitled and Act in relation to records ; 

Was read the third time, and put upon its passage : 

Upon which the vote was : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. B^ker, Baldwin, Call, Dawkins, 
Hawes, Jones, Lamar, McElvy, Nicholson and Welch — 11. 

Nay — Mr. Dunca,n — 1. 

So said bill passed — title as stated. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Representatives. 
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House resolutions in referrence to Common ScUooIs ' 
Was read the third time, and put upon its passage ; 
Upon which the vote was : / 

Yeas — Mr. Pre^dent, Messrs. Baker, Baldwin, Dawkins, Hawes^ 
Jones, Laraar, McElvy and Nicholson — 9. 
Nays — Messrs. Call and Duncan — 2 
So said Resolution passed — title as stated ; 
Ordered that the same be certified to the House of Represeirta- 
tives. 

The following letter from the Secretary of State was read : 

Executive Department. ) 

Office B. T. Ixt. Imp. Fund, Dec. 20th, 1859. j 
Hon. John Finlayson, 

Presfidcnt of the Senate ; 
Sir : — I am directed by the Tnistees, to enclose to you the Reso- 
lution adopted by the Board, at their meeting of this date, in reply 
to the Resolutions offered in the Senate by Hon. G. W. Call, and 
communicated by the order of Senate to the Trustees. 

Very respectfully, 

Yoirrobd't serv,t, 

F. L. VILLEPIGUE, 
Sec. B.T. In. Imp.Fuud. 
Resolved^ That in reply to first resolution this Board replies that 
they purchased 145,000 of the Florida Railroad Co. Bonds, $39,000 
of Pensacola & Georgia Railroad Co., $53,G00 of the Tallahassee 
Railroad Co., and $23,000 of the Atlantic k Gulf Central Railroad 
Co., all from the funds oi the Internal Improvement Fund. That 
subsequently they exchanged $50,000 of the Tallahassee Railroad 
Co. Bonds for the like amount of Florida Railroad Co., under an 
agreement with the Governor and Comptroller to the Gene-.al As- 
sembly, a copy of which is herewith transmitted as a part of this an 

swer. ^ 

As regards the matters of revenue, &C., I beg leave respectfullly ta 
refer to my last Report and the suggestions therein made. The 
comparative stateiDent of Revenues 1856 and ISST herewith show& 
a falling off in the Revenues for the latter, which will be more than 
supplied when ^11 the returns are made. The most of those not re- 
ceived are dslayed by reason cf imperfections in their authentication. 
These failures to make returns in proper season are much too fre- 
quent, and I suggest that a proper remedy in such cases is much 
needed. 

On the first day of January, 1857, the State of Florida was indebted 
to the School and Seminary Funds, on account of sundry loans at 
different periods, for principal and interest, the sum of fifty-eight thou- 
sand seven hundred and thirty-three 80-100 dollars. A settlement of 
this debt was had by the Governor's turning over to the Comptroller 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



273 

fifty-nine thousand dollars in Bonds of this State, issued under thfe 
Act of the last General Assembly, and by the Comptroller's jpayifi^ 
the difference between the debt and the amount of Bonds ($266.20) 
on account of State Debt. Of the Bonds thus purchased forty-eight 
thousand three hundred and five dollars were held on account of 
principal, and the balance on account of interest. On the 16th No- 
vember followinpr, in order to fund the interest accounts so as to pro- 
vide means for distribution to county Schools and the two State 
Seminaries, the Comptroller drew his warrants upon the School and 
Seminary Funds respectively for amounts sufficient to purchase the 
lyonds held on account of interest, and paid into the Treasury the 
proceeds of such sale on account of interest of School and Seminary 
Funds respectively. Thus was settled the account between the 
State of Florida and the Seliool and Seminary Funds, and those be- 
tween the principal and interest Funds. 

The caveat monetary crisis of last winter greatly embarrassed the 
Railroad enterprises of our State, and I was appealed to for aid from 
the resources of the School and Seminary Funds. Accordingly, with 
the concurrence of the Executive, 1 exchanged forty-eight thousand 
dollars in Bonds of the Slate of Florida, at their par value, for the 7 
per cent. Railroad Bonds of this State, the principal of which is se- 
(Uired by lien upon the ruad-bed, iron, equipments, depots, franchis- 
es, etc., and the interest i;-uaranteed by the Internal Improvement 
Fund of tht^ State — a fund deemed amply sufficient for this purpose, 
even should the roads fail to pay any portion of their interest, and in 
no way de])endent upon the faith of Corporations or States, but is 
directly amenable to our own courts. These Bonds were received at 
eighty cents in the dollar, and thus was added twelve thousand dol- 
lars to the principal of those funds. In addition to this, the pledge 
of the Trustees of the Board of Internal Improvements was obtained, 
that ^whenever desired they would redeem said Railroad Bonds by 
paying over in their stead the notes or bonds of planters and others 
held for lands sold, and which were secured by lien upon the lands. 
Subsequently I exchanged with the Trustees of the Board of Inter- 
nal Improvements fifty thousand dollars of these Railroad Bonds for 
a like sum in bonds of the Tallahassee Railroad, a completed road 
with an established business and in a prosperous condition, and one 
which has promptly paid the interest upon its Bonds from the firaft 
issue, and which Bonds it was understood had n ever been sold for 
less than ninety cents in the dollar, and up to this time cannot, it is 
believed, be purchased for less than that price. By this transaction 
the Railroad enterprises were relieved from distressing embarrass- 
ments and the School and Seminary Funds not only saved harmless, 
'but in mv judgment materially benefitted. 

^ T. W. BREVARD, Comptroller. 
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The following .message WM received from his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor: ^ ^ 

Executive Chamber, } 
Tallahassee, Dec. 22, 1859. J 
Hon. John Finlatson, 

President of the Senate : 
gir : — ^I respectfully recommend the following nomination for the 
advice and consent of the General Assembly : 
Escambia County : Auctiomeer— Tra Smith. 

Respectfully, 

M. S. PERRY.. 
Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Call, the nomination there- 
in contained concurred in. 

The rules being waived, Mr. Duncan moved that the thanks of 
the Senate be tendered to the President for the efficient and impar- 
tial manner with which he has presided over its deliberations; 
Which motion was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Lamar, the Senate took a recess until half-past 
10 o'clock. 

HALF-PAST TEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Senate resumed its session. 

A quorum not present. 

A Committee from the House appeared and informed the Senate 
that the House had rescinded its Resolution for an adjournment at 
11, and had changed it to half-past twelve. 

Mr. Lamar moved that a Committee of three be appointed to 
wait on the Governor and inform him that the hour of adjournment 
is approaching, and to ask him if he had anything to communicate 



to the General Assembly; 

Which motion was adopted, and Messrs. Lamar, McElvy and Nich- 
olson appointed on said Committee. 

A Committee from the House appeared and informed the Senate 
that they had been appointed to act with a similar Committee on 
the part of the Senate to wait on his Excellency the Governor and 
inform him that the hour for adjournment was rapidly approaching, 
and to ask him if he had anything to communicate to the General 

Assemblv* 

The Committee appointed to wait upon his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor and to ask him if he had anything to communicate to the 
General Assembly, returned and reported that they had waited upon 
his Excellency, who had informed them that he had nothing further 
to communicate. 

Eleven o'cock p. m. — The President announced that the hour 
of adjournment fixed by a joint resolution of the two Houses had ar- 
rived, and the Senate stood adjourned sine die. 
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DOCUMENTS 

ACCOMPANYING THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 



COMPTROLLER'S REPORT. 

Treasury Department, Co\Iptrolleh's Office, } 
Tallahassee, Nov. 9tb, 1859. f 

1*0 his Excellency Madison S. Perry, 

Governor of Florida : 

Sir — In coEfformity ta the requirements of law, I herewith submit 
my report upon the Finances of the State for the year ending on the 
3l8t day of Octofcer, 1859 : 

The receipts at the 'treasury for the year ending on the 3 let Octo- 
ber, 1859, amount to $106,022 35 
To-wit :— From License Tax, $5,838 41 
»* Fines, 2,194 93J 
" Auotiort Tax, 1,138 81 
" Revenue, 1853, 621 94 
" •* 1855, 1,438 68 
•« •* 1856, 596 10 
« ** 1867, 4,307 56 
•* ** 1858, 89,878 32-«106,022 35 
The Warrants issued for the same period amotint to $104,879 12 
To-wit t—Juditial Departmint — 
On account of Salaries, $20,562 82 
<* ** Contingent expenses of Supi'eme 

Court, 
'< ^* Extra Judicial services, 

*' '* Attorney GehcraPs atteMahbe on 

Supreme Court, 
EiBeutive DeptHment — 
On account of Salaries, 
" *' Governor's Residence^ 

JlftZtlaf^ Department — 
On account of Salaries, 
On account of Cotingent Expenses, 
do Criminal Prosecutions, 
do Jurors and State witnesses, 
dp Post Mortem Examinations, 
do Indian Hostilities of 1849, 
do Maintenance of Lunatics, 
d6 Repali^s of Capitol, 



1,387 46 
600 00 




67 00- 


-$22,617 27 


5,373 16 
610,42- 


- $ 5,983 57 




$300 00 




$2,856 52 

13,279 61 

19,087 5^ 

1,057 70 

4,405 47 

2,561 73^ 

909 0^ 
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$21,239 


25 




1,131 


88 


,,, 


9,194 22- 


-3l,5iS$ 3S 






59i5 fe4 






100 00 






400 OQ 






39 39 


in 1849, 




1,119 2B 



ton account of Ninth Geiier.il Assembly : 

For pay of OfHoers and Members, 
** ('ontinirent Expenses, 
" Printing, &c., 
do Stone Steps for (Japitol, 
do Defence of Land Claim for State, 
do Safe fcF Comptroller's Office, 
do Taxes refunded, revenue 1856, 
do I nt prist on certificates issued ; 

For interest on State Scrip fdr service in 1849, 

$104,87^ 12 
SCHOOL AND SEMINArY FUNDS. 
The following are the receipis for the year ending Slst C»ctober, 1859 : 
On account of School Fund, $ 14.^62 83 

do Seminary Fund, 3,36^ 79 

do Interest School Fund, 8,1 18 B3 

do do Seminary Furid, 1,709 16— S28,057 4l 

Warrants drawn for the saii^e period are as follows : 

School Fund for Register's salary, * 700 00 

do do do Inv^^tment by C«iniptroller, 30,075 00 

Sen^inary Fiind for Register's salary, 700 00 

do do do Investment by Comptroller, 6,015 00 

5ntere8t of School Fund , Pay of Teachers, 2,796 55 

Paid Judges of Probate, 869 43 

East Florida State Seminary, 1,490 00 

West do do do 1,490 00— $44,125 98 

Very Respectfully, 

T. W. BREVARD, ComptroUer: 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 



Treasury Department, Treasurer's Office, } 
Tallahassee, November 18, 1859. ) 

To His Excellency, Madison S. Perry, 

Gpvernor of Florida : 

Sir : — Agreeable to the law requiring reports to b.c made from 
this Department to the General Assembly, 1 have the honor to sub- 
mit them herewith, embracing the transactions for the period of- 
from November Ist^ 1858, to October 31st, 1859, with reports upor^ 
the transactions for ^}ie School Fund, and for the Sepiinary Fund 
for the same period. Very Respectfully, 

C. H, AUSTIN, State Treasurer. 



The 'I'xeasurer. in Account with fhe State of Florida : 

J859. DR. 

Nov. 1— To Balance per report Nov. 1, 1858, $34,954 61 

*' amount received on accoant revenue, 1853, 621 94 

•» " **. " »* " 1855, 1,438 58 

'* ** " " *• " 1856. 596 10 

'.* *.* " " '' " 1857, 4,307 56 

*.* *.» " •* *.'. " 1858, 89,877 79 

" •* . ** ** ''' ** 185a, 7 70 

»* •* *• ** " Licenses, 5,838 41 

*> " «' ** ** Fines. 2,194 93 

»» " *♦ •• ** Auction Tax, 1,138 79 



$140,976 46 



1859. CR. 

Kov. \ — By amount warranty paid, and other disbursements, vis : 
For Sinking fund of State Bond Account, 

^^ Executive department, 

" Judicial ** 

" Military " 

**• Indii^n Hoetilities 1849, 

" Jurors and State Witnesses, 

** Criminal Prosecutions and contingent expenses of 
Circuit Courts, 

1^ Coiitingent Fund. 

** Contingent expenses Supreme Court, 

** Supreme Court Reports, 

'' J.J. Finley. Judge, in addition to regular salary, 
for Judicial services, 

" Maintenance of Lgnatics, 

^' Post Mortem Examinations, 

" Arrearage item of State Engineer and QepIog(s( ac't, 

*5 Eighth General Assembly, 



$5,000 00 


5,983 57 


18,508 00 


375 00 


2,617 95 


18,931 27 


14,952 21 


2,823 79 


1,980 04 


250 oa 


600 OQi 


2,473 63 


1,026 90 


47 75 


92 %i 
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te'n/>4T'.-*a, , f^U49 75 

repa,rt f .r ihe {xwt jcar, 
**• O-.i* Fi*r^ai« fij< cootn«t with Got. Brovm ra 

1?,>3, jucsuoc ftt£p» fer tike CapitoL 
•* Nathaa X'-^rrw for defe^Aji^ tke cUjb of tke 



3..5«»a5 

11J94 3ir 
«)0 99 


993 99 


5a« 94 


2u,4i3 77 


$140,979 49 



7^ Tr€a*urer iu Acamnt with the S<hool Fmmd 

i%^, DK. 

To baUare per t^^Mt Nor. 1, 1SS8, 
XoT, 10, — " Amt. ree«iT«l from D. S. Wa.k«r, Sc^ialcr, 
lytc, le.— -* - - - * *• 

f eb. 5,— ^ " « •* ^ •* 

»*''•** LttiiiBotcs, 
23 _ « « u « T. W. BrcViid, CoBip., 

batance (WaUJa km,) 
April 6,— To Amt. ntentd from D. S. Walker, Regvtcr, 
23^ « « rt «* T. W. Breraid, Compi, 

May 3.— ** •* ** « D. S. Walker, Register, 

Joi»e6.— " « u a a « 

Oet. 6,— '* ** ^ ** u a 

«• «* Istereat collected, 



1&)8, CR. 

Deeeodter 6.— By cmA paid D. S. Walker, Ref ^ ^. »L, $ 175 90 
1S59. 

Jaowfy 27.— « ** ** «*«.*< 175 00 

Mareh 14.— ** " *• T. W. Brerard, Conp., for iorest^ 30,075 00 

April 8.— ** ** ** D. S.Walker, Regiattf, or. bL, 175 00 

October 7.— •* « •* ** •* ^ qr. id^ 350 00 

« M tt 3^ Y j^j^^ printiiig. 15 00 
** *' *< Sereral Comties for Sdiool TcadiefB 

from intereat eoOeetioBs, 3,480 05 

By balance cadi on band, 17,484 07 



336,317 99 

911 57 

1,^1 83 


900 44 
140 99 


415 59 

3,189 83 
387 50 
3,919 93 
1,934 19 
4,999 97 
10,906 93 


$51,939 19 



$51,939 19 
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1859. 






Nttv. 1. — To Balance, cash on band, 




$17,484 07 


Other Assets — 






State Stocks, 


$41,500 00 




City Tallahassee loan, 


3,300 00 




Putnam ooun^y " 


3,000 00 




Gadsden county " 


2,071 37 




Land Notes, 


194 22- 
tke Seminary Fm 


- 50,065 59 




$67,649 66 


The Treasurer in Account with 


nd: 


1858. DR. 






November 1.— To Balance per Report of this dale, 


$4,984 66 


10.— " Amt. received from D. S. 


Walker, Register, 


25 03 


December 18.— " •' " " 


(i u 


421 94 


1859. 






January 3.— ** " '* ** 


(C it 


2,119 78 


April 6.— " •* *» •* 


U t( 


260 57 


23 »< ** « « 


U (( 


461 99 


" " " « T.W. Brevard, Comp., 


77 50 


" ♦* interest collected, 




4,689 16 



1858. CR. 

December 6, — By Cash paid D. S. Walker, Register, qr. sal., 

1859. 

January 27.— " " 



" ^ East Florida Seminary, 

" " « West ** ** 

** •• ** D. S. Walker, Register, qr. sal., 

March 14,— " *♦ " T. W. Brevard, Comp., for invest., 

April 8.— " " ♦♦ D. S. Walker, Register, qr. sal., 

July 13.— " '* " East Florida Seminary, 

" *• « West ** " 

October 7.— " " " D. S. Walker, Register, 2 qr. sal., 

" ** " B. F. Allen, printing, 

" Balance cash on hand, 



$13,040 63 



175 00 

745 00 
745 00 
175 00 

6,015 00 
175 00 
745 00 
745 00 
350 00 
15 00 

3,155 63 

$13,040 63 



1859. 






Novemb< 


Br 1. — To Balance, cash on hand, 


$3,155 63 




Other Assets, viz : 






State Stocks, 


$48,500 00 




South Carolina Bonds, 


1,492 44 




Duval Countv " 


1,000 00 




I^nd Notes, 


666 57—51,658 57 



$54,814 20 • 
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A Summary of the Receipts and Disbursements at the Treaswr'tf, 
from the \st day of Nov, ^ 1858, to the ^Ist day of Qct,, 1859. 

RECEIPTS. 

Qn Account State of Florida, $140,976 46 

** " School Fund, 51,929 12 

** " Seminary Fund, 13,040 63 







$205,946 21 




PAYMENTS. 




On Account State of Florida, 




$120,552 69 


« *» School Fund, 




34,445 05 


<« " Seminary ]fund, 


BALANCES, 


9,885 00 


J^tnte, Cash on hand, 




20,423 77 


School Fund, Cash on hand, 




17,484 07 


Seminary Fund, Caah on hand, 




3,155 63 




1205,946 21 



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S REPORT. 

I 
0— 

ATTOjaNEY General's Office, ) 
Tallahassee^ November, 22, 1859. J 

To His Excellency, M. S. Perry, Gov. &c. 

Sir : — In discharging the duty imposed by the act of 1845, 1 find, 
within the limits prescribed, no important law passed at the last ses- 
sion to the " effect and operation" of which the attention of the Gen-, 
^ral Assembly needs to be called. 

I would, however, refer to the " act to amend an act to secure the 
payment of magistrates and other oflScers their fees in criminal pros- 
ecutions, not now provided for." This act provides that in the event 
any person making complaint before a Justice of the Peace, shall be 
recognized to appear at the next term of the Circuit Court, to give 
his evidence, and shall fail to appear, such person shall be liable to, 
the Justice for all costs occasioned by his coipplaint. The second 
section provides that a judgment may be obtained for such costs by the 
justice in the Circuit Court, and an execution issued thereon, as in oth- 
er cases. Refering to my report to the last session of the General As- 
*sembly on the subject of costs in criminal cases before Justices of the 
Peace, it will be seen that this law will remain inoperative, since under, 
the law as it now stands Justices are entitled to their costs as soon as 
the case passes from their jurisdiction. It is, however, questio nable 
in any event, whether the policy of the act referred to should bp em- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



bodied in any other law. Justices are required by law to perfomi 
sucli duties as attach to them in reference to crimes and misdemean- 
ors, and they have not the option to refuse. Is it proper in this view 
to provide that their costs shall only be obtained out of the party 
who makes the complaint and by means of a judgment and Execu- 
tion as in other cases. I would call the attention of the General As- 
sembly to my last report on this subject. 

Very respectfully, 

M. D. PAPY. 



QUARTERMASTER CEN'L'S REPORT^ 

o— — 

Office of the Quartermaster General, ) 
Tallahassee, Nov. 23, 1859. ) 
To His Excellency, M. S. Perry, Gov. 

Sir: — In obedience to your request, I herewith submit my report 
of the number, kind and condition of arms and accoutrements be- 
iongiug to the State, to-wit : 

4 pieces Brass Ordinance — six pounders — with carriages, harness, 
&c., one of which is loaned to the citizens of Quincy, and one to the 
citizens of Monticello, for which latter I have ample bond. 

259 Muskets and accoutrements — flint and steel, old — 100 of which 
muskets were loaned to the Mayor and Council of Tallahassee, in 
December, 1857, by order of your predecessor, and have not been 
"returned. 

121 Hall's Rifles and accoutrements — old. 

348 Pistols — flint and steel — old and rusty. 

61 Muskets, 3 Rifles and 11 Pistols, broken and rusty. 

56 Percussion Rifles and accoutrements, about 35 of which are in 
the possession of members of the late Florida Rifle Company of this 
City. 

252 Rifle Muskets and appendages — 60 of which have lately been 
transmitted to a Volunteer Company in Pensacola, by your order, 
and for which I have a bond. 

277 Percussion Rifles and appendages — 57 of which were furnished 
to the Jacksonville Light Infantry by your order, and 60 to the 
Quincy Academy, also by your order, for all which I have bonds. 

I would beg leave to suggest that I have but one small room in 
the basement of the Capitol for storing the arms, which is so filled 
up with the rubbish of the old armory, that some of the arms are 
necessarily in an exposed condition in the basement lobby of the 
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Capitol. I would respectfully suggest that with one other basemeiH 
room at my disposal, I could keep the arms and accoutrements in 
proper security and order. 

Very respectfully, 

Your ob't. serv't., 

HUGH ARCHER, 

Quartermaster Gen'l. 



REPORT 

Of the Commissioners of the Indian & St. Jolins RiTer Canal.- 



To His Excellency, M. S. Perry, Governor of the State of Florida, 

and ex-officio President of the Board of Internal Improvement of 

the State of Florida : 

The Board of Canal Commissioners appointed for the construction 
of a Canal connecting the waters of Indian River with the St. John^s 
River, beg leave to make the following report of the progress of said 
work : 

1st. Under the resolution of your honorable body authorizing us 
so to do, we employed Henry McRae, the Chief Engineer of the 
Deep River and Cape Fear ]Navigatioh Company of North Carolina, 
to make survey at the point fixed by the act of the Legislature, for 
said Canal and to ascertain the practicability and cost of a Canal 
connecting said rivers. 

As public opinion somewhat called for a Canal thirty feet wide at 
the bottom, that size was given Mr. McRae from which to make es- 
timates. The surveying party entered upon their duties in January 
last, and made a very satisfactory survey, a report of which is here- 
unto annexed and to which your Excellency is referred. 

The expenses of the survey were more than our Board anticipa- 
ted — a full report of which is herewith transmitted. 

From this report of the Engineer it will be seen that said Canal 
is practicable and can easily be constructed, if the means therefor are 
provided. 

After the coming in of said report the Commissioners held a meet- 
ing and unanimously resolved to adopt the i-oute selected by Mr. 
McRae — to reduce the size of said Canal to a width of twenty feet 
at bottom with slopes of 1 J to 1, and fixed upon one of the two fol- 
lowing plans of construction to be adopted after bids received : 

Ist. Open cut 20 feet wide at bottom with slopes 1^ to 1. Guard 
and lift Lock of corresponding size at Indian River, and Breakwater 
i. iiidan River from shore to deep water. 
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5d. A cut 20 feet wide at bottom, Xvith slopes li to 1, with three 
iVooden locks each 6 feet high ; Lock of Stone at Indian River, 8 
feet lift, and Breakwater at Indian River. 

And for the construction of which, notice to contractors has been 

fiven and sealed proposals invited until the 1st day of December, 
859. A copy of said notice is tr^lnsmitted herewith. 

This invitation for bids has been extensively circulated and has 
excited the attention of several persons in other States, and from 
Correspondence with individuals we feel assured that competent con- 
tractors will send in proposals which it will be desirable to accept. 

2d. That in pursuance with a resolution of the Board of Interal Im- 
provement wherein they ^^Hesolved, That the said Canal Commission- 
" era are herehyauthorized so select tlie lands granted in the 11th Sec- 
^ tian of the above recited act, whenever in their judgment may seem best: 
** Provided^ no selections be made within fifteen (15) miles of the lines 
*^ of Railroads embraced in Section 4th of the above maitioned act,''^ — 
the Commissioners employed Col. James G. Speer, of Orange coun- 
ty, to select the lands granted to said Company, and thus authorized 
to be selected, and to provide Plat Books and Sale Books necessary 
for the disposing of the same, the expenses thereof to be defrayed 
from the lands selected or the proceeds thereof — that said Speer has 
selected fifty-two thousand acres, and reported the same to the Reg- 
ister of Public Lands for confirmation^ and that the same are now be- 
ing confirmed or rejected, as the case may be. 

3d. That said lands have been judiciously selected, and it is con- 
fidently believed they will yield on an averages, at; least two dollars 
per acre, which, after deducting expenses of location, &c„ will be a 
fimd of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) applicable to said 
work. 

4th. That at a late meeting of said Commissioners it was 

Resolved^ " That James O. Devalj William D. Moseley and Wil- 
liam A. Forward bfe a committee to g6 to Tallahassee and meet the 
Board of Internal Improvement for the purpose of consulting with 
said Board, as to the size and construction of said Canal, and to unite 
upon some plan whereby the work may be progressed and the said 
Canal constructed." 

Said commissioners would further report to your Excellency that 
said committee expect to attend the Board of Internal Improvement 
at Tallahassee, in accordance with said resolution, at an early day af- 
ter the first of December next — when said proposals to do the work 
will have been received, and then and there exhibit all the bids for 
Contracts, maps, plats, plans, profile and report made by the Engi- 
neer ; humbly trusting that lie joint meeting will result in the ac- 
vieptance of some one of the proposals. 

The Boar'd of Internal Improvement recommended the construe- 
2 
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tlon <;i' tills Ciiiial hikI iIjc L'\c:islatnre of Florida alleVwjirJs in i\ie 
liitenijil ]in])rovciiunit act of Janiuuy Cth, 1855', declared it one of 
the o1>j('rfs witliiii said act, and authorized the Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund, in the 17th Section of said act, to pay out of 
said Fund as the ^vork piogrcsscs, the ^vho]e amount ao^reed upon by 
tlie terms of the contract : Provided the entire cost shall not exceed 
four thousand dollars in money and four thousand acres of land per 
)nile: Provided farther that the Trustees of the Internal Improve- ' 
mcnt SHALL be of the opinion that this sum in money can be ap- 
])lied to said purpose without impairing the efficiency of the Fund 
for liailroad purposes. « 

By subsequent act of the Legislature entitled "an act to facilitate 
the construction of the St. John's and Indian River Canal," passed 
1st January, 1857, the Canal Commissioners are authorized to issm* 
bonds bearing interest at 8 per cent, payable semi-annually and pay 
them out for work on the said Canal or sell them and apply the pro- 
ceeds. 

If the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund shall be of the 
opinion that an amount sufficient to meet the interest on these bonds 
can be ^applied to said purpose without impairing the efficiency of 
the Fund for Railroad purposes — it is respectfully suggested that the 
same can be paid out of the above appropriation of four thousand in 
money per mile, and thereby make said bonds available in the con- 
struction of said Canal, and fnlly justify the Commissioners in their 
issue, and in giving out the contract. 

The Legislature have .not as yet made any provision for the pur- 
chase of the right of way of said Canal wherein it may run through 
private lands, and the said Commissioners would humbly ask that 
an act for the purpose be passed, also an act punishing malicious 
mischief to any part of said Canal. There is no other legislation 
that the Commissioners are aware of that will be necessary. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD^ 
Chm'n of Board of Canal Commissioners; 

Palatka, November 8th, 1859. 



To the Board of Canal Commissioners Appointed for the Construc- 
tion of a Canal J connecting the Waters of Indian River with the 
St. Johns River : 
I have the honor to submit to you the following report, with the 

accompanying Maps, Profiles and Account of expenditures of thfe 

feurvey of the St. Johns and Indian River Canal made under your 

instructions dated January 17th, 18 . 

The object of the survey was to ascertain the practicability and 

cost of a Canal connecting said rivers. 
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After making' an exanunatioii ot' the slioros of Lake Haiiiey, aiii^ 
findinpj the har at the southern end very wide and shal!ov»', I deterni: 
ined to coinmence the survey at a point on the eastern shore of the 
Jake about two miles southeast of its northern entrance, where the 
deep water approaches nearest the shore. 

From this point a line was run due east strikin;::: Indian Iviver, 
about three miles south of its head. Tlie <listance by this line i>. 
11^ miles, over a country which rises to an elevation of thirty feet 
above Lake ITarney. 

Ascertaining by the traverse line that the country was lower to 

the northward and findi]iiTj deep water much nearer the shore in In • 

dian River about H miles north of our first line 1 started from 

that point running back to Deep Creek about :U»()0 feet from its 

. mouth and also a line diverging from the la.^^t to Lake ITarney. 

The Deep Creek line although the longest of the thi-ee, being 12A 
miles, is, I think the most favorable. The Creek from its mouth 
about a mile north of Lake Harney to the point where the line leaves, 
is now navigable for either of the steamboats running above Palatka, 
and is very nearly straight, and eight or ten feet deep up to within 
a few feet of the bank. 

The country along this line is lower than on the first, being at its 
greatest elevation, about 25 feet above Lake Harney. The material 
to be excavated on this line will be sand for five or six feet from the 
surface, and below that>, a mixture of clay, shell, and sand. Near 
Indian River the Coquino makes its appearance near the surface. 

Assuming therefore that the Deep Creek line is practicable and 
the best, 1 have prepared the following estimates: 

1st. For an open cut from Deep Creek with a guard lock at Indi- 
an River, the lift of which will vary at dilferent seasons. At present 
the difference between the two rivers is two feet, but as the St. 
Johns is at its lowest stage it will generally be greater. 

For a Canal from Deep Creek to Indian River, 3^0 feet wide a* 
bottom with slopes of 1^ to 1. 

3,169,625 cubic yards of Excaration at 20 cts., . $633,925 00 
Guard and lift lock at Indian River, . . . 19,133 00 

Breakwater in Indian River from shore to deep water, 2,836 00 



$655,894 00 
2nd. For a Canal with two locks, one of eight feet lift at Deep 
Creek, and one of ten feet at Indian River. With this arrangement, 
the Canal will depend entirely for a supply of water upon the coun- 
try between the rivers. The only water courses that can be depen- 
ded upon for this purpose, are a large cypress swamp near the line 
from which several streams issue, and a stream called Cow Pen 
Branch which crosses the line about 2h miles from Deep Creek. 
These will scarcely hold water enough during the dry season to, 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



12 

supply the loss i>y the leakage at the locks and evaporation from tb^ 
Canal, and the quantity corasumed by boats passing through the 
locks. The Canal will, however, drain a number of ponds and small- 
er swamps which may supply the deficiency. The drainage of these 
swamps will bring into market a large body of land which is now 
entirely worthless. 

For a Canal 30 feet wide at bottom with slopes of IJ to 1. 
1,791,860 cubic yards excavation at 20 cts., . $358,272 00 
Wooden lock at Deep Creek 8 feet lift, . . 12,000 00 

Lock at Indian River 10 feet lift, . . . 20,911 00 

Breakwater at Indian Kiver, . , , . 2,836 00 



$394,019 00 
3rd. For a Canal with four locks — two on the western side of tho 
summit of six feet lift each, and two on the eastern or Indian River 
side, one of six and the other of eight feet lift. This will bring the 
Canal up to the greatest elevation to which it can attain and make 
Cow Pen Branch avail ble for a feeder. 

The additional lift lessens the first cost of the work, but has the dis- 
advantage of having two more locks to pass through and keep in repair^ 
This in time will be a serious objection if wooden locks are built, as 
they will not last more than ten or twelve years without renewing* 

For a Canal 30 feet wide at bottom with slopes of 1 J to 1. 
1,306,010 cubic yards excavation at 20 cts., , $261,202 00 
,3 wooden locks each 6 feet lift, . . . 27,000 00 

Lock at Indian River 8 feet lift, . , . 19,500 00 

Breakwater at Indian River 2,836 00 



$810,638 Oa 

I have no hesitation nc^hwHhstanding the additional cost, in rec- 
.ommeuding the open cut frona Deep Creek, as there would never 
be any doubt about a supply of water, and the Can^l could be navi- 
gated and kept up at less expense. 

By getting above the St. Johns with lift locks, the expense of 
keeping locks and embankments in repair is added to the annual 
cost of keeping up tbe work ; and these may be a scarcity of water 
during dry seasons. 

The advantage which will accrue to the State in the construction 
of this Canal, are incalculable, many of which, however, are correct- 
ly set forth by Col. Dancy in his report. 

A union of the St. Johns and Indian River, will add greatly to 
the commerce of the St. Johns, and give to South Florida facilities- 
ivhich that healthy region demands. 

With my best wishes for the success of the work, 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY McRAE. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



13 

iSxlrdct from the Report of CoL Dancy ahoee referred to^ vh : 

"Now we will enquire, what are the 'inducements for the State 
to expend such an amount for this purpose. In the first place, I 
have been informed by the State Agent for the selection of swamp 
lands, that he has taken the whole country South of Township 20, 
South, Range 3S, East, with the exception of the Private Grants and 
a few fractional Townships, so far as public surveys have yet extended. 

This would give the State in the District lying contiguous to the 
St. Johns and Indian River, to the mouth of the St. Lucie River, 
something over 1,300,000 acres of land ; which, under the present 
circumstances, is literally worthless, from the fact that it is almost 
inaccessible either by land or water, there being as good as no bar 
seaward from Indian River, that which is known as the bar, con- 
stantly shifting, and has at best only from three to five feet of water, 
and no roads, if we except tlie ^Military Road from Fort Capron on 
Indian River across the Peninsula to Charlotte Harbor on the Gulf 
Coast. ******* 

As to the value of those lands, I am satisfied, from my own obser- 
vation, that there is scarcely a single mile in the whole length of 
Indian River on the western bank, (which is in general from 10 to 
30 feet high, with miles of a bold, rocky shore,) where small bodies 
of excellent land, suitable for 5 to 10 working hands could be ob- 
tained, and where from the delicious and genial climate, most, if not 
all the Tropical fruits and vegetables, as well as sugar-cane may be 
raised in perfection. 

The lands back from the River are, in places, high, rolling spruce 
pine, and scrub oak ridges, with frequent ponds and savannas, with 
occasional small, rich hammocks, and many beautiful pine ridges 
convenient for stock raising, with excellent range, both on the St, 
Johns prairies and in the low lands and ponds intervening between 
it and Indian River. These lands if furnished with a suitable outlet, 
would, in a very few years, comma^id much of them from $2 to ?5»I0 
per acre ; and their enhanced value would double, aye, treble the 
outlay necessary to open this Canal, Besides which, Indian River 
could be made to supply the whole of Florida, and in fact, the whole 
Southern Atlantic market with fish and oysters of the finest quality. 

It would open an outlet to the markets of the whole country, of 
the finest tropical fruit region in the United States, Moreover, no 
healthier region can be found in America, than the west bank of In- 
dian River, and between it and the ocean. In a military point of 
view, it would be of incalculable benefit, as it would enable the Gov- 
ernment to send troops, supplies, <fec., inland by water from Charles- 
ton, S. C, to within a few miles of Cape Florida, without the least 
<ianger, either from storms or hostile fleets. It would add to the 
commerce of Florida, through the St. Johns River, an amount which 
at this day cannot even be approximated. This link of twelve miles 
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would give to East and Soiitli Florida, and improvement that will 
vastly facilitate their intercourse and commerce with the rest of the 
world, and which, from the peculiar features of the country, wbuM 
do for it what the system of Railroads proposed in another commu- 
nication would do for the other portion of the State." 



NOTICE TO CONTRACTOKS. 

Palatka, Fla., September lotlj, 1859. 

Sealed Proposals will be received by the undersigned, at Folatka^ 
until the 1st day of Decend)er, 1859, f(ir constructing aCanalonth^ 
Deep Creek line selected by Henry McRae, Ci»Il Euginecr, fi'om 
Lake Harney, on the St. John's river to In<]i:'n river, a distance of 
twelve and a half miles, authorized by the (jeneral Assembly of the 
State of Florida at i;s s^scion of 1854-06, by an j\ct entitled ^^ An 
Act to provide for and cacourage a Uhcrr'l .sj/st.i.i cf Infernal Iin- 
irrovc.amU in this Stafc,''^ and by subsequont act to facilitate the 
same. One oi the two following p'fans of construction will be adop- 
ted by the Commissioners after bids received : 

1st. Open cut 20 feet wide at bottom, with slopes of Iv to 1. — 
Guard and lift Lo.-k of corresponding size ^t Indian river, and Break- 
water in Indian ri\'er, from shore to deep water. 

2d. A cut 20 feet wide at bottom, with slopes 1^- to 1, with three 
wooden Locks each G feet high ; Lock of stone at Lidian river 8 feet 
lift, and ]>rciik\vjjter at Indian river. 

The country along this line, according to report of said Engineer, 
is at its greatest elevation about 25 feet above Lake Harney, and the 
material to be excavated will be sand for 5 or 6 feet from the sui-face, 
and below that a mixture of clay, shell, and sand. Near Indian river 
cocpiina makes its appearance near the surface. 

Proposals w^ill specify for which of said plans they bid, and also 
the amount per cubic yard for excavation — amount for each speci- 
fied Lock and Breakwater. 

There "being lands and bonds appropriated for the construction 
thereof, the proposals will further specity in wdiat portion of each the 
payment is to be made. 

?>b'<.ps, proliles, and estimates can be seen by calling on the under- 
signed, and anv information obtained by addressing him at Palatka, 

ALSO; 

Proposals will be received at the same time and place for the drain- 
ing of the '^ Main Savanna, in the County of St. Lucie," now known 
as the County of Brevard, authorised by resolution of the General' 
Assembly of Florida passed 14th January, A. D., ISfi'S, and by sub- 
sequent resolu! 'on thereof passed lofn J an navy, A. I)., 1859; for 
the draining of which., according to the Report of Col. F. L. Dancy, 
rSlate Engineer and Geologist, reported the 5th August, 1854, a cut 
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This book should b© returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A flue of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specjtfled 
time* 

Pleaaa return promptly. 




